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Bhrl C. Sabramlnlam: It is expected 
to produce 12,500 tons of high pres-
llUre and other vessels and 25,000 tons 
of heavy structurals. 

Mr. Bpeaker: Next question. 

Shri Suboclh Hansda: One question. 

Mr. Speaker: He did not stand for 
the se:cond time when I looked at him. 
I wanted to give him two opportu-
nities, but he stood only once. He 
has made up his mind afterwards to 

. Btand up again! 

Bbrl Buboclb HlIDlJda: I stood twice. 

Pilgrims to Badrlnath 

11r!'+ r Sbrl M. L. Dwived1: ·41'. ~ Shri Raghunath Singb: 
l Sbri S. C. Samanta: 

Will the Minister of Defence be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that pilgrims from all over India 
have been asked by Uttar Pradesh 
Government not to visit Badrinath as 
the road is not in proper condition; 
and 

(b) if so, what steps Government of 
India are taking to remove the de-
teriorating condition of the said road 
to give relief to the pllgrims of 
India? 

The Minister of State In the MlDls-
try of Defence (Shri Bagharamalah): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The improvement of the road 
bas .been taken up on a planned basis 
80 that pilgrims may visit Badrinath 
In reasonable safety. 

Sbrl M. L. DWlved1: May I know by 
what time the construction work, is 
likely to be over so that the pilgnms 
may be able to go to Badrinath? 

Shrl Ragbaramalah: Actually there 
Is no prohibition. The U.P. Govern-
ment has advised pilgrims not to re-
aort to It unless it is necessary. We 
bope to make the necessary improve-
ments and 10 on to make the road 

reasonably safe. It will take, I t'lrinii:, 
about a year. 

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: Is the Minister 
aware of the fact that the ftrst toll of 
lives has already been taken and two 
pilgrims have died on the WI7 to 
Badrinath? If so, may I know what 
steps arc being taken to prohibit fur-
ther pilgrims from going to Badri-
nath! 

Sbrl Ragburamaiah: I do not kno .... 
whether my hon. friend is referring 
to certain car accidents which took 
place. Enquiries reveal that these 
accidents took place where the road i~ 
straight and not in any dangerous 
condition. There too, they were pri-
vate ope1'8tors. But on the whole, 
improvements have been considered 
necessary and they are making them 
as quickly as possible. 

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether it is a fact that thousands of. 
pilgrims' are at present waiting at 
Hardwar and whether any interim 
arrangement has been made to repair 
the roads so that they may go on foot? 

Shrl Bagharamalah: We are now 
talking of Improvements to the road. 
If there are pilgrims waiting there. 
the advice of the U.P. Government is 
they should avoid it as much as they 
can. 

Shrl Ansar Harvani: Has the Gov-
ernment instituted any enquiry against 
those engineers and contractors wh() 
were responsible for building the road 
which resulted In so many accidents. 

Mr. Speaker: Those accidents are not 
connected here. 

Dr. Govind Das: Does the Minister 
remember that last year there-
.... three very serlOUll accident. 
and these accidents were on account 
of the mountains there and on ac-
count of the lorry service? Is there 
any danger of such accidents eVeD 
this year? 

Bhrl Barharamaiah: I have already 
explained that the accidents actually 
took place on a stretch of road which 
is straight and which Is not dange~ 



OrcIl Answers VAISAKHA 1" 11M (SAKA) 07-cd AftS1Der. 

Sbri 'l'ricUb Kamar Clla1ll1harl: May 
I know since When the Defence Minis-
try has taken over the pilgrim road 
to Badrinath and what is the extent 
of their control, to what extent they 
are responsible for the maintenance 
of this road and wbat sort of control 
they exercise? 

8hri Raghuramaiah: The overall 
control of this road bas been taken 

, over When other border roads were 
.ken over. The actual work on the 
road is done by the State PWD, but 
we finance it and the overall control 

, rests with the Government of India. 

Shri Shyam Lal Sara{: It is evident 
from thc reply of the Minister that 
pilgrims are not prohil:iited from going 
to that area. But all the same, if the 
pilgrims go 10 that side, is the Gov-
ernment prepared to give this assur-
ance t'hat they would be safe? 

Mr. Speaker: The U.P. Government 
has advised them not to go for the 
present. That advice has been given. 
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know 
whether it is not a fact that huge 

• amounts were spent on the main-
tenance of this road at the time of 
the visit of the President, Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad? May I know whether any 
enquiry 'has been conducted into the 
amounts which were wrongly spent 
regarding the construction of the 
road? 

Mr. Speaker: That is not relevant 
here. 
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I hall also read the answer in 

English. 
(a) Yes sir. 

(b) The draft report of the Com-
mittee is under preparation. 
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