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U.S., if the plane merely touches 
New York airport; 

(b) whether Government are also 
aware that on account of such inter-
ference with the freedom of inter-
national travel, Air India bookings 
via New York became infructuous 
ond lead to the passenger being str-
anded abroad; and 

(c) if so, the steps taken in this 
regard? 

The Minister of Transport, A vla_ 
tlon, Shipping and Tourism (Shrl 
Sanjiva Reddy): (a) and (b)' From 
the information available with Air-
India, Indian passengers like those of 
any other country barring certain ex-
cluded eat.-gory, can transit U.S ...... 
without a visa and even stop over 
upto five days provided th"y have 
proper travel documents and hold 
confirmed onward reservations. In 
other cases transit visas would ~1C 
required. No actual caSe of passcn_ 
ge... being stranded on this account 
has come to th" notice of Govern-
ment but enquiries are being made 
by Air-India as to the factual posi-
tion. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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