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required during the monsoon months,
it was operationally necessary for the
Railway authorities to move sizeable
quantities of grains in open BOX
wagons under tarpaulin covers. Des-
pite all precautions taken to avoid
damage by rain during transit, a cer-
tain amount of damage did occur in
some of the consignments. Each such
case of damage is under investigation.

(d) No, Sir.

(e) Does not arise.

Pamage to Foodgrains during
Transit

*549. Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Dr. M. M, Das:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, Community Development and
Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
account of foodgrains damaged dur-
ing {ransport either by rail or by road
during the monthg of May, June, July
and August, 1966;

(b) if so, the total quantity of
foodgrains damaged due to this; and

(c) the measures taken to see that
the foodgrains are not damaged dur-
ing such transportation?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Govinda Menon): (a) while no dam-
age in road transit has been reported,
some quantities of foodgrains were
damaged, inspite of all precautions,
in the course of rail transit during
the monsoon months from June to
August, 1986 as grain had to be car-
ried in open BOX wagons to a size-
able extent.

(b) While a number of bags of
foodgrains were reported to have
been affected by rain, most of the
quantity so affected was salvaged
and the total quantity reportedly
.damaged i3 estimated to be
about 2,000 tonnes during these 4
months.
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(¢) Since movement of some food-
grains by open wagons was inescapa-
ble in view of the very large quan-
tities required to be transported by
rail to the drought affected areas dur-
ing these months, a number of pre-
cautionary measures were taken.
These included detailed instructions
regarding tarpaulin covers, lashings
and escort throughout in transit. A
number of BOX wagons were also
provided with speci:i fittings for
movement of foodgrains during the
monsoon months. Movement of open
wagons through areas of heavy rain-
fal] was also avoided as far as
possible.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: The hon.
Minister has said that the necessary
precautions were taken. In spite of
that, how is it that the foodgrains
were damaged during transit? What
were those necessary  precautions
which were taken?

Shri Govinda Menon: Where cover-
ed wagons were nol available and
only open wagons were available, on
account of the unprecedentedly large
quantities which had to be moved
fromn place to place, the railways de-
cided that in the open wagons the
grains should be stored in a certain
‘manner, namely in a pyramidal man-
ner and then they should be covered
by tarpaulines. That was done, but in
spite of that, there has been  some
damage on account of the heavy
rains.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know the extent and the value of the
damage caused?

Mr. Speaker: He has already said
that it is 2000 tonnes.

Shrj S. C. Samanta: Over and above
the ‘movement by rail and road there
was a sufficient quantity moved oy
ships also, and there also there was
considerable damage, and because of
some regulations in the ships, the
foodpraing were not unloaded in
time. May T know whether Govern-
ment will look into it?
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Shri Govinda Menon: On account of
the large quantities involved, there
was some delay in the matter of un-
loading. Government are aware of
that.

Shri Subodh Hansda: The hon, Min-
ister himself has stated that there
was the rainy season during those
four months. May I know whether
Government were not aware of the
fact that if the foodgrains were
transported iff open wagons, the food-
grains would be damaged on account
of the rains? Since the Railway
Minister is also here, I would like tc
know whether any specail reques!
was 'made to the Railway Minister t»
provide a sufficient number of cover-
ed wagons for the transport of ihe
foodgrains.

Shri Govinda Menon: Thase ar-
rangements were made after discus-
sions with the railways. Unprece-
dently large quantities had to pe
moved and enough covered wagons
were not available. So, the choice
before Government was either not
to 'move the foodgrains or to move
them in open wagons, with some
arrangements made to sec to it  that
they were not damaged; only a com-
paratively small quantity has been
damaged but a good portion of it has
been salvaged.

Shri Ranga: In view of the so-
called unprecedented necessity for
moving large quantities having con-
tinued for a number of years, at
least for the last two years, how is it
that the Food and Agriculture Min-
istry and the Railway Ministry bet-
ween themselves did not plan th»
supply of wagons in such a manner
that only covered wagons to the re-
quired extent were placeq at the dis-
posal of the Food and  Agriculture
Ministry for the movement of the

foodgrains? I myself had tried to
bring to the notice of Government
several other instances where food-

grains happened to be damaged in
movement over such a short distance
ag Guntakal and my own constituency
namely Chittoor, but they have done
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so little in the matter. Why is it that
Government did not take any precau-
tionary steps at all during all this
period of three years, in spite of the
fact that they knew that this un-
precedented movement  would be
necessary not for one year but for a
number of years?

Shri Govinda Menon: This question
relates to what happened during the
‘monsoon months.

Shri Ranga: Year after year.

Shri Govinda Menon: Yes. But then
at that time, the number of closed
wagons required were not just avail-
able.

Shri Ranga: Faulty railway plann-
ing.

The Minister of Food, Agriculture,
C ity Develop t and Co-
operation (Shri C. Subramaniam):
Hon, Memberg are aware that during
1966, the movement was much more
than during the previous years.
Therefore, the availability of covered
wagons befng limited, the choice
before us was cither not to move at
all or to take a risk. We thought it
better to take the risk and move
these grains and make them available
to the starving population,

Dr. M. M. Das: The hon. Minister
stated that 2,000 tonnes of grains have
been damaged during transit by rail-
way. Has the Food Ministry claimed
compensation from the Railway Min-
istry? If so, what is the amount, and
has the compensation been paid or is
litigation going on between the two
Ministries?

Shri Govinda Menon: Usually. tne
rule is for the consignee, the State
Government concerned to make

claims. They have done so and the
claims are under investigation.

o w97 &1 FAw9A 9, T9F AT
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T AW ;AT TE TR §
faar & 1
Internationa]l Rice Commission
+
*547, Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Shri K. N, Tiwary:
Shri Yashpal Singh:

Shri Bagri:
Shrimatj Ramdulari Sinha:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, Community Development and
Cooperation he pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
International Rice Commission nict in
Delhi from the 3rd to 8th October
this year;

(b) if so, the
there; and

subjects  discussed

(c) the extent to which Indig has
been benefited by this Conference?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development angq Cooperation (Shri
Shyam Dhar Misra): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The subjects of discussion in-
cluded Rice Production and Protec-
tion, Rice Soils, Water and Fertiliser
Practices and Agricultural Engineer-
ing Aspects of Rice Production,

(c) This conference gave an oppor-
tunity to the Indian scientists and ricp
specialists to exchange scientific in-
formation and technical know-how
on the various aspects of rice. The
scientific papers contributed by the
visiting delegations constituted very
important sources of information
which would benefit research on vari-
ous aspects of rice in India,

st ferrfa fasy : 7w foa fasrme-
FaT 41y WY AT Hay S of o
39 & g, & ag s 9rEen g fF
Wzt g ¥ S e o g @
ST T T B | JTT §, FaT afwvq-
aar At B DA e ¥ fafew
g ¥ gal F faemr 51 @A § 9
I=N wd geng fear ?
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oY TR aT fw 39 Y 5w T
FY ot 9 gar Feas § 2 st Fear
TR @ T qar {edE ¥ A e
foas @ ¥ it g da0 ¥ oy o
TR 1 wEl W A A e
M fesiiaT BY) §, ST 34T Farefy AT
& frw femr oo | 5 I &
FE FE AT FT AT E W g T
ot fFar § 1| &% ag ST SERAEE
FheE § fom & 5 To NF form A
IR § 7 5 qEipaT el 1 F o
qAET &1 ATAT T

st fryfar fesr @ weaer o, 70
gae § gg T8 #rqr f, a7 A FIVEA
FTEET ! arT &7 g, fad @y @q
# agt FRy W, @ i ard ghwr o
FY AT AT AT AEY FATCAT, ST AT
a1 uT # A A T @q A AT @
dt AT v § & At =rge g £ A
fergma & ww=T a7 @t # Srfet
A &, 37 FAIfdl £ g8 FGRE F
1 farEaaT ¥ IT F FHA @ W@
v a1 48} #% afg var war | 3T F AR
¥ 3%ia F9 F19 & gag Ko ?

Y gam ¢ fqw o, 7 Sfe-
fo ar Y Ay T A & o fmey
gramar ¥y S amfar g
IAFT ZaT WY ZH mrqw g qA gAY

wqeqw WEAW ;7 FES § fF oI
ATt rRTEd § ag a1 U9 @y g
fFq gz N FECWAN CAETEE °
I gAY wrfEt A qgi v Aarfat
gawT fr gt ag ag Al 8 AT
o gAT AR g 2 § A AT
{TmAT tRgadg X W A @9
garr faw g frfeat & fag ?





