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required during the monsoon months, 
it was operationally necessary for the 
Railway authorities to move sizeable 
quantities of grains in open BOX 
wagons under tarpaulin covers. Des-
pite all precaurlions taken to avoid 
d<1mage by rain during transit, a cer-
taIn amount of drtmajic did occur in 
,orne of thc consignments. Each such 
case of damage is under investigation. 

(d) No. Sir. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Damage to Foodgrains during 
TrlUlllit 

"~49. Shri Subodb Hansda: 
Sbrl S. C. Samanta: 
Dr. M. M. Das: 

Will the Minister of Food, AcrituI-
lure, Community Development ant 
Cooperati"n be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Goverr,ment hav~ any 
ac!;oUM. of foodgrains damaged dur· 
lllg U "n'port either by rail or by roarl 
during the months of May, Jun~. July 
and August. 1966; 

(b) if so. the total quantity of 
fuodgrains damaged due to this; And 

(e) the measures taken to !lee that 
the foodgrains are not damaged dur-
ing such transportation? 

The MinIster of State in tbe Minis-
try 01 Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation (Shrl 
GovInda Menon): (8) while no dam-
age in road transit has been reported. 
some quantities of foodgrains were 
damaged, inspite of all precautions. 
;n the COUrse 01 raU transit during 
the mOnsoon morrths from June to 
August, 1966 as grain had to be car-
ried in open BOX wagon. to a size-
able extent. 

(b) While a number of bags of 
foodgrains were reported to have 
been affected by rain, most of the 
quantity SO affected was salvaged 
and the total quantity reportedly 

. damaged is estimated to be 
about Z,OOO tonnes durlna these 4 
months. 

(c) Since movement of "orne food-
grains by open wagons was inescapa-
ble in view of the very large quan-
t i lics req uirerl to be transported by 
rail to the drought affected areas dur-
ing these months. a number of pre-
cautionary measures were bken. 
T!l(~sC included detailed instruC"liolUl 
regarding tarpaulin (,OVf'rs, Inshing!.ill 
and escort throughout in transit. A 
number of BOX wagons were also 
provided wilh specie: filtings for 
movement or food grains during the 
mon:::oon months. Movement of open 
wagons through areas of heavy rain-
fall was also avoided a, far as 
possible. 

Shrl Shree Narayan Das: The hon. 
Minister has .. id that the necessary 
procautioM were taken. In spite of 
t hat. how is it that the foodgrailUl 
were damaged during transit? What 
were those necessary precautions 
which were taken? 

Shri Govlnda Menon: Where cover-
ed wagon~ were not available and 
only open wagons were available, on 
account 01 the unprecedentedly larg'> 
Quantities which had to be moved 
from place to place. the railways de-
cided thai in th., open wagons the 
grains shOUld be stored in a certain 
'manner, namely in a pyramidal man-
ner and then they should be covered 
.by tarpaulines. That was done, but in 
spite of that, there has been some 
damage on account of the heavy 
rain.c;, 

Shri Shree Narayan Daa: May 
know the extent and the value of the 
damage caused? 

Mr. Speaker: He has already said 
that it is 2000 tonnes. 

Shrl S. C. Samanta: Over and above 
the 'movement by rail and road th"re 
was a sufficient quantity moved oy 
ships also, and there also there was 
considerable damage. and .becaU8e ot 
some regulations in the shlps. the 
foodgraill6 were not unloaded In 
time. May T know wbeth<!r Govern-
ment will look Into it? 
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Shri Govlnda MellO.ll: On account of 
the large quantities involved, there 
was some delay in the matter of Un-
loading. Government are aware of 
that. 

8hri Subodh Kansda: The hon. Mm-
ister himself has stated that there 
was the rainy season during those 
four months. May I know whether 
Government were not aware of the 
fact that if . the foodgrains were 
transported i.z'r open wagons, the food-
grains would be damaged on account 
of the rains? Since the Railway 
Minister is also here, I would like te 
know whether any sJl<'Call reques1 

was 'made to the Railway Minist.t!r t, 
provide a sUfficient number of COver-
ed wagons for the transport of ,he 
foodgrains. 

Shri Govinda Menon: Th.3Se <:U'-
rangements were made after discus-
sions with the railways, Unprece-
denUy large quantities had to 00 
moved and enough covered wagons 
were not a.vailable. So, the choice 
before Government was either not 
to 'mOVe the foodgrains or to mOve 
them in open wagons, with some 
arrangements made to sec to it lhdt 
they were not damaged; only a cern-
paratively small quantity h~s been 
damaged but a gOOd portion of it has 
heen salvaged. 

8hri Rana"a: In view of the <0 .. 
called unprecedented necessity for 
moving large 'quantities having con-
tinued. for a number of years, at 
least for the last two years, how is it 
that the Food and AgriC'lllturc Min-
istry and (he Railway Ministry bet_ 
ween themselves did not plan tho 
supply of wagons in such a manner 
that only covered wagons to the re-
quired extent were placcd at the db-
posal of (he Food and Agriculture 
MinL.try for the movement Of the 
foodgrains? r myself had tried to 
bring to the notice of Government 
several other instances where food-
grains happened to be damaged in 
movement over SUch a short distance 
"s Guntakal and my own constituency 
namely Chittoor, but they hav., donc 

2274 (Ai) LSD-2. 

so little in the matter. Why is it that 
Government did not take any precau_ 
tionary steps at all during all this 
period of three years, in sPite of the 
fact that they knew that this un-
precedented movement would be 
necessary not for one year but for a 
number of years? 

Shri Govlnda Menon: This question 
relates to what happened during the 
-monsoon months. 

Shrl Ranga: Year after year. 

Shrl Govlnda Menon: Yes. But then 
at that time, the number of closed 
wagons required were not just avail-
able. 

Shri Ranga: Faulty railway plann-
ing. 

The Minister of Food, Agriculture, 
Community Development and Co-
operation (Shri C. Subramanlam): 
Han. Members are aware that during 
1966, the movement was much more 
than during the previous years. 
Therefore, the availability of covered 
wagons being li'mited, the choice 
before us wa~ either not to move at 
all Or to take a risk. We thought :t 
belter to take the risk and mo.e 
theSe grains and make them available 
to the starving population. 

Dr, M. M. Das: The hon. Minister 
stated that 2,000 tonnes of grains have 
been damaged during transit by rail-
way. Has the Food Ministry claimed 
compensation from the Railway Min-
istry'! If so, what is the amount, and 
has the compensation been paid or L' 
litigation going on between the two 
Ministries? 

Shri Govinda Menon: Usually. tne 
rule is for the consignee, the State 
Government concerned to make 
claj'ms. They have done so and the 
claims are under investigation. 

lifT .. : 'H;!ir if~~if of, "" <it 
'l\"r'lit m>r ~'IT 'fTtm lIT I 
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International Rice Commission 

+ 
·547. Shri Bibhuti Mishra: 

Shrl K. N. Tiwary: 
Shri Yashpal Singh: 
Shrl Bagrl: 
Shrlmatl Ramdulari Sinha: 

Will the Minister of Food. AI{";cul· 
ture, Community Development and 
Cooperation be pleased to state: 

(a) whethoer it is a fact that thc 
International Rice Commission ll:et in 
Delhi from the 3rd to 8th Octo"e;' 
this year; 

(b) if so, the subjects ,ji:;cl'",'d 
there; and 

(C) the extent to which India h," 
been benefited by this Conference? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try ur Food, Agriculture. Community 
Development aDd Cooperation (Shri 
Shyam Dhar Misra): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The subjects of eliscussion in-
cluded Rice Production and Protec-
tion, Rice Soils, WatE'r and Fertiliser 
Practices and Agricultural Engineer-
ing Aspects of Rice Production. 

(c) This conference gave an oppor-
tunity to the Indian scientists and ric;! 
specialists to exchange scientific in-
formation and technical know-how 
on the various aspE'cts of rice. The 
scientific papers contributed by the 
visiting dele-gations constituted very 
important sources of information 
which would benefit research on vari~ 
ous aspects of rice in India. 
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