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change requirement for
Port Project; and

the Haldia

(b) if so, the total requirement and
how it is proposed to be met?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport, Aviation, Shipping
and Tourism (Shri C. M. Poonacha):
(a) and (b). A statement is laid on
the Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The total foreign exchange re-
quirement of the Haldia Project, made
by the Calcutta Port Commissioners,
is estimated at Rs. 4.4 crores (pre-
devaluation) i.e, Rs. 7 crores (post-
devaluation). The question of meet-
ing these requirements is under exa-
mination.

Shri Maheswar Nalk: From the
statement I find the foreign exchange
is estimated to be Rs, 7 crores. May
I know the total estimated cost of
the entire project?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: The cost of
the entire project under the revised
scheme is about Rs. 40 crores of which
the foreign exchange element would
be somewhere near Rs. 7 crores.

Shri Maheswar Nalk: May I know
whether it is a fact that the Union
Government has already asked the
Calcutta Port Commission to go ahead
with the programme for the Haldia
project in view of the fact that there
is delay with delay in the landing of
ships in Calcutta Port?

Shri C. M. Ponacha: Some preli-
minary works have already been
undertaken. The Port Commissioners
have been asked to process some
tender applications,
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: The foreign
exchange element is sought to be met
through sundry credits or from rupee
payment sources.

ot fasama gqwem : WA g4
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# ff  «The question of mceling these
requirements is under examination.”
& yz st Aar g g mew
faqa wa i g1 oTaar ?

The Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism (Shri Sanjiva
Reddy): It has already been taken up
actively. It came before the Cabinet
a few days ago and the Cabinet has
approved the scheme, Final appro-
val has already been given.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: With the
present progress, as it is discernible
today, may I know by what time the
Government would be in a position to
get this port come into operation?

Shri Sanjiva Reddy: I think it will
take abut three or four years after
we start the work.

Sethusamudram Project

+

*544. Dr. M, M. Das;

Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad:

Shri S, C. Samanta:

Shri Subodh Hansda:

8hri M. L, Dwived1:

Dr. P, Srinivasan:

Shri Surendra Pal Singh:

Shri D. D. Puri:

Shri Muthiah:

Will the Minister of Transport,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourtsm be
pleased to state:

(a) the amount spent by the Gov-
ernment of Madras for the Sethusa-
mudram Project anq reimbursed later
by the Central Government;
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(b) whether it is proposed to
appoint foreign consultants for in-
vestigations and preparation of a pro-
ject report;

(¢) whether any rough estimate has
been made about the expenditure for
the project, if so, the amount thereof,
and

(d) the progress made so far in the
implementation of the project and
when it is likely to be completed?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport, Avlation (Shri C. M.
Poonacha): (a) to (d). A statement
is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT
(a) The Government of Madras
incurred an cxpenditure of about

Rs. 11.5 lakhs during 1965-66 in con-
nection with preliminary investiga-
tions preparatory to the preparation
of an estimate for the Sethusamud-
ram Project. This amount was relm-
bursed to the State Government at
the end of the year. During the cur-
rent financial year, the State Govern-
ment have incurred an expenditure of
about Rs. 5.65 lakhs on this work upto
September, 1866. The amount spent
till the end of the current financial
year will also be reimbursed to the
State Government. -

(b) Preliminary investigations re-
lating to the Project are being carri-
ed out at present without the help of
foreign consultants. There is no pro-
posal to have foreign consultants for
the preparation of the Project Report.

(c) According to preliminary esti-
mates the estimated cost of the Pro-
ject is expccted to be approximately
of the order of Rs. 35—40 crores.

(d) Preliminary investigations are
expected to be completed by the end
of 1967. It is a little too soon to say
when the project will be completed.

Dr. M. M. Das: May I know whe-
ther any enquiry has been made as
{5 the number of ships that will - ass
thro:-h  this when the project is
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completed and whether the ralisa-
tion of fees from them will be com-
mensurate with the expenditure that
is going to be incurred?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: The first siage
of investigations jis related to the
technical aspect of the question like
survey of the channel, survey of the
area as a whole, etc., and these inves-
tigations have proceeded to some ex-
tent. The other economic survey has
not yet been taken in hand.

Dr. M, M. Das: May I know whe-
ther the Atomic Energy Commussion
has beecn asked to carry out certain
investigations with regard to the
deposition of silts in the project area.
whether that project has been coni-
pleted by the Tomic Energy Commis-
sion and what has been the expend:-
ture incurred by the Atomic Energy
Commission in that regard?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: The survey
work was not referred to the Atomic
Energy Commission. There are
what are called “Isotopes”. That has
been done. That js quite diffcrent
from the Atomic Energy Commission
themselves taking up the investigation,

Shri S. C. Samanta: The statcment
says thuat there is no proposal ‘o have
foreign consultants for the prepara-
tion of the project report. 1 would
like to know whether foreign experts
will be invited afterwards to complete
the work?

Shri C. M. P ha: That d a
upon the finalisation of the project
report. Once that is done, then the
necessity to engage foreign consul-
tants or foreign collaboration would
be examined.

Shri Subodh Hansda: I find from
the statement that some expenditure
was incurred by the State Govern-
ment and that the same has been re-
imbursed to the State Government.
I would like to know whether in this
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project there will be any contribution
from the State Government?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: Not so far as
the investigation part of the expen-
diture is concerned.
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Shri C. M, Poonacha: Thege Rs. 11.5
lakhs and the subsequent Rs. 5.65 lakhg
have been spent for the investigation
work. Work is going on continuously.
It has not been completed. A preli-
minary report has come. In that the
estimated project cost is shown as
likely to be about Rs. 35 crores to
Rs. 40 crores. That is not the final
thing. When the project report is
finally drawn up the other facts
would be found out more precisely.
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The Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism (Shri Sanjiva
Reddy): The whole expenditure was
on different types of investigations like
borings, testing of sand bars, etc. It
is very difficult to give now how
much was spent on each item. The
total amount spent till now by the
State Government on the investiga-
tion portion of it has been given.
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aETREA TfeATaat v ag oA §
3T a3 g B oAm 35-40 T
ETAT AT @9 FIA ATAT & A1 9% A2
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A FF by G ) frar g v Far &
17 A g fr a3t 3w wafaa
& & Sy ?

8hri C. M. Poonacha: The Planning
Commission have set apart about
Rs. 22.14 lakhs or 8o in the Third Plag
for this investigation and we have
spent some portion of it. For the re-
maining part of the investigation work
some more funds would be made
available, The team that is engaged
for the investigation work is continu-
ing its work still.

st faa avogw: & AT TieAr g
fie €7 Mgz & FIo 18 71T A
W oHET W &g § AT 3w w1 s
sRT ATy Y & ?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: Well, I am
not aware of that.

Shri Shivaji Rao S. Deshmukh: Has
the Government directed investiga-
tion from this angle also that by the
completition of the Asian Highway,
the connecting link between Colombo
and Delhi would require over-bridge
over this project?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: That does not
arise out of this.

Mr, Speaker: Next question.

Shri Shivaji Rao S. Deshmukh: Sir,
the Minister says that it dues not
arise. But what is your view?

Mr. Speaker: If it does arise, the
Minister {s not ready with the ans-
wer.





