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8Mi Maollbhai Shah: For the in-
formation of the hon. Members of the 
House I have to explain that invesli-
ptio"" were made agaillBt this firm 
and other defaulting people as soon as 
the goods were caught by customs, 
much before anybody in this House or 
outside raised this matter Investig,-
tions of such a character take some 
time, It took almost 12 months. So, it 
will not be to the credit of any indivi-
dual Member to say that prosecutions 
were launched after be raised the ques-
tion bere. As Boon as the investigations 
wert' completed, prosecution w"" 
launched and further prosecution will 
be launched against any person, what-
ever his place may be, when the fur-
ther investi.gations prove that he is 
culpable. Now. regarding the officers, 
no prosecution was earlier Jaunched. 
Therefore, the question of withdrawal 
does not arise. The matter regarding 
the three officials is what 1 hBIVe 
stated in the statement. Investigations 
have been completed and pollee 15 
consulting the Legal Adviser. As 
soon as we get the legal adv""', neces-
,ary action will be taken against any 
hiJ!h or low official who is found culp-
8b!e. 

Shrl RanIa: A good one year it has 
taken. 

CeIIt .. Jmportecl Newsprint 

+ 
',a, ~hrI P. C. Bo..-h: 

Shri 8. C. llamaota: 
Sbrl Bhapat Jha Azad: 
Shri SobodJl Hansda: 
Sbri II. L. DWiTedl: 

Will the KiniJotel' of Co ... er .. be 
ple~sed to state: 

(a) the precis~ effect or devaluation 
of 'he rupee on the cost or imported 
newsprint; 

(b) the average rise in the cost of 
production of new!o:papers on 1 his 
al.'COunt; and 

(c)' the relief, if any, ,iY~n to the 
newspapers against th i~ ri:;;c in t.h~ 

cost of production? 

The MbUrIter of Commerce (Shri 
MaoDbhal8bab): (a) to (c). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House. 

Statement 

As the S.T.C.s contracts with the 
foreign suppliers stipulate prices III 
terms of pound sterling, U.S. and 
Canadian dol1ars, the price of news-
print has approximately gone up by 
57.5 per cent in terms of Rupees as 
a reNlt Of dell'aluation of IndIan 
Rupee. 

It i. not pouible tor the Govern-
ment to indi.cate the average rise in 
the cost of production of newspaper. 
on account of increase in the prke of 
newsprint as a result of devaluation. 
It varies from newspaper to news-
paper. 

Consequent on devaluation, the 
price Of imported newsprint bas gone 
up by about Rs. 400/_ per metric ton-
ne. The Government have abolished 
thE' customs duty of Rs. SO/_and Re-
gulatory duty 01 Rs. 70/- per metric 
tonne. Even after the abolition of 
these duties, the price of imported 
newsprint has gone up by about 
Rs. 2801- per metric tonne. . 
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The followm, measures have been 
taken to aflord ,..,lief· to the news-
papcr.:-

(1) A surcharge of 10 per cent 
on Government advertisement had 
been accepted by the Government. 

(~) Governme1lt ha.'\ agreed to 
allocate foreign exch,.mge of two 
million doUars out of US Aid Non 
Project Loan for imporl of addi-
tional newsprint. A~ availability 
of newsprint from U.S.A ap-
peared to be uncertHin Govern-
ment haf\.."c a,~lo('ated foreign cx-
ehangc of two mi J 1 ion Canadin n 
dollars under Canadian Develop-
ment Loan Assistance for the im-
port of additional newsprint of 
about 16,000 m. tonnes in lieu of 
two million US dollars under Us 
Aid Project Loan. 

(3) The import duty and regu-
latory duty on imported news-
print havebe<.n abolished. 

shri S. C. Samanta: This stateme.)t 
says that the price has gone up by 
Rs. 400 per metric tonne and to Rs. 280 
per metric tonne even after Govern-
ment'. abolishing the Customs duty 
and roogulatory duty. May I know 
whether suggestions h .. ve come news· 
paper organisations to give more re-
lief; it so. mat were their .ugge.-
tions' 

Shri Maaubilal Shah: They have 
asked for total .. boUtion of the sur. 
charge which is not posoible. No fur-
ther relief i. contemplated. 

Shrl S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether attempts are being made to 
import newsprint from countrle. 
where there wl\l be rupee payment' 

8hri MaIlabhal Shah: Generally, the 
lraditional countries with whom we 
have arrangements are Canada, the 
Scandinavian countries and the East 
European countries. With all the 
countries negotiations hliVe been com-
pleted and t~ supp'ies arpcoming. 

8hri Sabodh Han!ida: From I he 
.tatement It appears that Government 

is not in a position to indicate th. 
average rise in the cost of productio/l 
Of newspapers but it aloo says that II 
varies from newspaper to newspaper. 
Could I know from the hon. Minister 
how the cost of production varies from 
newspaper to newspaper if t.hat i!\ so? 

Shri Manubhai shah: The- cV:-.l lJf 

production in this l'ountl'Y in this tit'ld 
and in others is gen,'rally higher tholl 
in most of the de\,eloped (,Ol1ntril".' 

Therefore, it is true. our cost bein.:': 
high, people like to have mor~ import-
ed newsprint .but We are tryin,g to 
utilise it through allotml'nls in a pro-
Tat.a manner. 

.n ". "II. fl-'-, <iifT ;;ilG't " 
... >iT iRI<=!T'H fif, ofIT ;iTt I~'fi ~" 
>r.T '!~ '11fT ~ qf~,'f ~ 'W 
~r,;:·T ~ 

"The followin~ measures hav(' 
been taken to afford re'iP'f to th,' 
newspapers:-

A sUrcharge of 10 per cent on 
Government advertisement had 
been accepted by th .. Govern-
ment." 

it """ORT 'i(!1\'i'fT Ii flf; '11l' 1 0 <rnk 
oil f~ ~ ~ lfT~ :il ~~ 
~ rft ~ 280 ~<rit~ ~ 
~ rrt t <fT ~T .tm f~ ~q<ffi ~ <'I1>rl 
Or <rI1r rft t ;rn ~ Jf1'f.TT ~ f""",T :ci ~T ~ <mf ~IOt!f;! 'lftt 
"'~~ 

.-ft ~1fIf ms: 'F~T;;f ~T il~" 
:~ 1!~;'Iit ~ ~1T mir 'lftt ~ 
f~ ~ ;l; w <i 'I(f ziT"(]' '"' ~ 
~I 

IIIIrI Ran«&: Ha. any study heel> 
made either by the Government or 
did they receive any report from the 
newspapers' association as to the 
price rise made for all the." new spa· 
pers and also in their advertisement 
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tariff. as a consequence of devaluation 
and may I know Whether any com-
plaint has been receh>ed or represen-
tation lIlade to the Goverrunent tho t 
the circulation has gone down or the 
total revenues from adVertiSements 
are going dOWn because at the in-
crease in the advertisement tariff? 

8hri Manubhai Shah: As the hon. 
Member rightly points out, there were 
so many representations and if he 
kindly goes through theSe threl" 
measures w~ch we havt:~ taken, he 
will find that they lIlean a major por-
tion of the relief. Import duty and 
regulatory duty of newsprint haY<' 
been abolished so that that burden 
goes. Then, a surcharge of 10 per 
cent on Government advertisements 
has been aocepted so that their reve-
nue will increase. As regards their 
circulation going down, we hm'e in-
creased the quantum of newsprint to 
b., imported totally; so, the circula-
tion will go up and not come down. 

oft q~'l1"1 !'If, ; HT ""'f.F "0-
'iffl"rT '1il"fr ~ f~ ~~ ~11' ~sk 
'1'1 '3TI r,<m:r m'flll''f;(fT ~ ~ 
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~ ~ o;ft7 f~ f~~ ~ 
if; ~ ~i il q:t~ ~ ~~ if; «N 
'M1f~ ~ 'lit 'IT<'f ~ ~ f'f: 
~m tw it I!;'l> 'lftqq;;mr.rr;;fi 
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"Fil U ~ 'IT~ on:T ~lif ~ 
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iT *rr~ ~. m '1ft ~~ W 'Ifm 
'l'1fmr ~~ 'lTC! '!it ;;rr ~"t ~ 
flt;' fORl'I'T '11"1-«'1'<1' ~T ~ili ~ If(t ~ 
<:1 .mfurn- '1'1 ~q.frn 'l'T.,. ;;rT!f I 

.na~rnt : f~ ~ 
~ ~m 1f1 ~ !ffiI' <m'ii~ if 
~ 'EfTt1'orT "'T 1fT f ... ~;; it; ~ 
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m"·'1R l'l<Of;F 'l1l:;; Of;mr ~ I it 
'3!T'I"I'1 "~<11 ~ fil; ~'fT !:~ ~ ~~ 
ma"lm ~'f rn 'lfr 1fT 'l'1t 1{;;rmT 
~ I ~1fT 'Pi'f!f"!:.fi '1ft ;pq; il' :a"fiIr 
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~ ~ ~ij' rrt "!"liri« iii lITIf W 
~ it qfll'!1 'f if" «i W "If it 
f;;m;ft fuT~" ~T orr. «'liT ~ ~T 
1'[~ ~ I 

Shri Sham LaJ Saru: In view of 
the 'impending elections IU1d facilities 
being provided fOr candidate,. and 
parties, a number of applications have 
come to the Government for sanction 
of new newspapers. May I know if 
provision is there for newsprint to 
the papers that may be sanctioned for 
the coming years, particularly for the 
election period? 

8ml Manubhal Shah: For the elec-
tion period, already we have announc-
ro liberaJio"tion of quota, specifically 
for that purpose. About new news-
papers. i II the Constitution the policy 
has been laid down clearly that all 
~mall nl'wspapers are allowed to come. 
Whether it is a sizeable quantity 
which is requir"d for the industry or 
the newspapers, we take a second look 
at it and whatever is possible, is being 
permitted. 

Dr. Saradlsh Roy: It i. ,tsted in the 
statement that to render relief to the 
newspapers, 10 per cent surcharge is 
provided in government advertise-
ment. In view of the t.ct that IJIDSt 
of the papers, which do not .hare the 
views of the GOV1et"nmentJ are not 
provided with govern1n<!nt advertise-
ment, may I know what sort of rellef 
is meant for them, Le_, tor the newJl-
pap"rs which do not subecrlbe to the 
views of the Government? 

Shri MaIIubhai Bbah: To the extent 
that they do not get advertisement, we 
cannot help. To them Import rellef 
and olller reliefs from surcharge and 
J'e~latory duties have been provided. 

Dr, Baradlsh 1toJ': Beeause they do 
not !OUbscrlbe to the !Views of th~ 
Government, they canDOt get th18 
reUef .... 

'Mr. speaker: Order-, order. That 
will be a dlfl'erent question altogether-. 

Sbrl MaheSWU Na1k: May I know 
how tar the etrorts of the GoftrDment 

to reduce the gap between indigeDouI 
manufacture and import of newsprint 
have been suecesstuJ.! 

8hri Maaab.bat Shah: That does DOt 
'arise out of this question because here 
the question is what relief We are 
giving since devaIuatiOlL The gap 
will be a continuous proce;s. 

Shri Maheswv NaI1r.: I want to 
know this because we are spending .., 
much of foreign exchange 011 import 
of newsprint. 

Mr. ~er: Next question. 

NatioDaI Ce&l Den.\........-.t 
Corporatl .. 

+ 
'515. Shri Subodh 1IaD8d.' 

Sllri S. C. Samaaia; 
lIhrI P. C. S-b: 
Shri M. I, DWivedi: 
Shrl Bha ..... at Iha AJIBd: 
Dr. IL M. Du: 

Will the Minister of MI_", 
Metal. he pleased to Itale: 

(a) whether it is • fact that the 
National Coal Development Corpora-
tion will be split up Into four or five 
oelf-contained unit. to better its per-
formance; 

(b) 11' SO, the number of !OUch unit. 
to be created; and 

(c) when this dlvlaion .. ill take 
place and where tho! He.dqu.rt~rs at. 
each unit wU! be located? 

The DepatJ MmJ.ter ID the MI:IdIJ-
try 01 III.- aDd Metals (8bri S. 1'-
MebdI): (a) The question ot the re-
Ol'CBJ1l,satioll of the National Coal 
Development Corporation is under 
exll'Jllination. 

(b) and (c) Do not art.e. 
SIlrI Sabodh 1IaDIIIIa: SiDce tlili i. 

still under c:onsIderatlon. do I preoNIIle 
that the Government Is .. tI.IIled with 
the worldnc of this Corporation which 
was a losiDC concern for IODIDe tImeT 

Shri 8. 1'- MebdI: aovern-t .. 
conaIdering decentralisation Cd tIU 




