
4561 A nsw ers AGRAHAYANA 1, 1888 (SA K A ) Oral Answers 4562

scheme which coiild be utilised by 
the  M inister; ra th e r the M inister 
m ight approach the hon. Member to 
get all the plan.
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Shri Bhagwat Jh a  Azad: It is ab
solutely wrong; they  are baseless a l
legations.

«fV 31R$nFT T̂«h<
^  I  I

I  T5f¥t inrfY t ,
•?;?ff ?rf55r f̂f i

«rt«iFnm fiT P̂̂ Tcf

’ir«*rw i

JRTTTW f?Tî  :
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IWJr. Speaker: I t  is a suggestion for 
action. Shri Varma may now pu t his 
question.
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S u b s id y  f o r  IJk.C.

*4Z3, Shri S. C. Sam anta:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Sabodh Hansda:
Shri Bhagwat JRia Asad:
Shri P. C. Borooah;
Dr. Bf. M. Das:

Will the  M inister of Transpon^ 
Aviation, Shipping and Toariam be 
pleased to state:

(a) w hether it  is a  fact th a t about 
#0 per cent, of the tru n k  route trafHc 
of the I.A.C. is on the expense account 
and tha t business travel account* 
only for small earnings to offset the 
needs of the IA .C.;

(b) w hether I.A.C. have asked lo» 
any subsidy in this regard; and

(c) if so, the amount asked for and 
Governm ent’s decision in the m atter?

The M inister of State in the Minis
try  of Transport and Aviation (Shr»
C. M. Poonacha): (a) Indian A irlines 
Corporation have no means of
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sing  the percentage ot tru n k  route 
traffic on the expense account. How
ever, besides the business expense ac
count travel, there is also tourist 

'traffic on interline tickets moving on 
.the trunk  routes.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not ai’ise.

Shri S. C. Sam anta: May I know 
“w hether the income of the lAC has 
been affected by the go-slow process 
resorted to by the lAC employees, 
especially the pilots?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: This question 
does not precisely arise out of this 
question. However, there has been 
some effect on the revenues of the 
lAC because of certain methods ad 
opted by its employees.

S h ri S. C. Sam anta: Is it true  th a t 
the commission given to the travel 
agents is very high and it is becom
ing higher and higher, and if so, w he
th e r there  is any proposal to discon
tinue it and keep this w ork in the 

•office of the lAC itself?

Shri C, M. Poonacha: The commis
sion th a t is payable to the various 
liooking agents is not very high. There 
is no proposal to dispense w ith this 
arrangem ent a t the moment,

Shri Sabodh Hansda: Is it a fact 
th a t in  some of the services like the  
Dakota services which are  operated 
on short routes, the lAC is losing on 
a ll the short routes and, if so, do the  
Governm ent propose to change the  
services on all those short routes to 
some other services?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: I t is a fact 
tha t On the short routes, less intensity 
routes, we are losing, the reasons be
ing that we are still operating the 
DC-3 type aircraft which is very 
expensive, its operational ru n 
ning expenses are qui+e high. 
There is a proposal w ith lAC to re 
place the piston-engined DC-3 a ir
craft by the jet type aircraft. The 
m atte r is under active consideration.
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Shri C M. Poonacha: This may be 
of some academic interest. Expense 
account passengers are those who do 
not directly pay thems^ilves bu t 
whose expenses are borno by the  
authority  concerned for whom they 
work. An assessment was made by the 
National Council of Applied Economic 
Research sometime back. It was found 
that about 39,8 per cent of travellers 
travel on expense accoimt. The rest 
pay directly. They may be business 
people, tourists, students and profes
sionals. This is the result of a very 
lim ited enquiry made by this institu> 
tion. We do not have any other in 
formation.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: About 13 per 

cent of tourist class and 12 per cent 
of officers class.

Shri Bhagwat Jha  Azad; Is it not
a fact tha t in spite of the tight posi
tion of the lAC, the revenue of lAC 
can be increased by rationalising the 
booking position? A large num ber of 
foreign tourists have got a very bad 
opinion of lAC compared to  A ir India 
because though the scats are availa
ble booking is not done. The practice 
of businessmen booking a large num 
ber of seats and cancelling them at 
the last moment is largely prevalent 
in I AC, Can you remove that and im
prove the financial position of LAC?
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: The attem pt
is to improve the position as fa r as 
possible. We are making every effort 
to see that lAC do carry the m axi
m um  number of passengers on each 
of its servic-es. The present load fac
tor i'lself is quite high. On certain 
routes it is as high as 85 per cent. 
With the load limitations, that is the 
maximum we can carry. There are 
certain practical difficulties in our 
w ay both by way of lim iled fleet 
position and the type of aircraft we 
yre operating at present. These would 
be remedied as soon as clearance is 
given to the new je t type of aircraft.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know 
w hether the high cost ol JAC flights 
is attributable to the use of of age- 
old and absolute aircraft and if so, 
w hat is the plan in the Fourth P lan  
for improving the  a irc raft or re 
placing these out-dated aircraft which 
are very costly to operate?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: I have ans
wered. O ur proposal is to replace the 
Dakotas w ith je t type aircraft.

Dr. M. M. Das: During the last few 
years, the relationship between lAC 
and its employees has not been hap
py and there  is always some trouble 
and some grievance, artificial or im
aginary  which the employees have 
against the management. This is to 
a  large extent responsible fo r the  un 
happy financial condition of the  or
ganisation. W hat is the  plan of Gov
ernm ent to see tha t the relationship 
is improved?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: That is the 
object that the m anagement has in 
view—to  have the very best re la
tionship w ith the employees. lA c  is a  
very  big employer employing about 
7 to 8 thousand people of all cate
gories. Here and there we do have 
certain difficulties which are being 
resolved from time to time. Generally 
speaking, it is not as bad as w hat is 
made out.
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The M inister of Transport, Avia
tion, Shipping and Tourism (Shri 
Sanjiva Reddy); Sir, till now we 
have not received any specific com
plaint about this. But the second 
part is very relevant. I have also pro
mised on the  floor of the House th a t 
I shall consider this, tha t the Sec
re ta ry  of the Department should not 
be Chairm an of the Corporation. In a 
few  days time we are taking a deci
sion and, perhaps, before the Parlia
m ent adjourns K will be decided.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: There are

certain difficulties which are norm al
ly not quite appreciated. The 
difficulties are th e  load factor, 
the freight may be more 
which might restrict that is to say 
the committed freight m ay be more 
during certain flights—the passengers* 
take-in, the fuel element is also a  
factor and on the  routes which touch
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ever so many points each point has a 
certain num ber of reservations. Sup 
posing a plane operates from  here to 
Calcutta via Lucknow, P atna and 
Allahabad, for each station they have 
got to keep a certain num ber We 
cannot fill up the whole plane from 
here with direct passengers to Cal
cutta denying opportunities to pas
sengers at interm ediate stations. There 
are so many o ther diflicuKies. Subject 
to these things the  best effort is made 
to take as m any passengers as pos
sible in all sectors because that is 
our bread and butter.

Shri Sinhasan Sin?h: Last year due 
to  the w ar w ith Pakistan many route 
•ervices of lAC w ere suspended. May 
I know w hether the Governm ent has 
agreed to re s ta r t them  including the 
G orakhpur service?

Shri C. M). Poonacha: The m atter 
is still under consideration. The 
d irect flights connecting various cities 
in Pakistan have not yet been resum 
ed bu t over-flights over India as well 
as Pakistan  "by our scheduled services 
have been perm itted and we are  now 
doint it {Interruptions}.

Shri Sanjiva Reddy: I have under
stood th e  hon. Member. He is asking 
about flights suspended in India. I 
know, to  some places the  services 
w ere suspended. W hen we can secure 
the  necessary planes we hope, in  the 
near fu ture, we w ill be able to s ta rt 
them.

Shri Sinhasan Singh: “In  the  near
fu tu re” means?

Shri Snrendranath Dwivedy: Wait
for the nex t elections.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know 
w hether it is a fact tha t lAC was to 
purchase Avro-748 from the Defence 
M inistry, planes m anufactured in 
K anpur, for which orders w ere also 
placed; if so, the total num ber of a ir
craft th e y  need and w hether any of 
those aircraft has been completed by 
the Defence M inistry? If they have 
not completed, may I know the rea 
sons for that?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: Tiic proposal 
to buy about 15 Avro from  HAL, 
K anpur has been decided but the 
availability is not made clear. The 
first aircraft which was promised to 
be delivered by the end of this year 
is not likely to be delivered til' p e r
haps sometime in March. So, there 
is some dilHculty about the deliAcry 
position, so far as UAL is concerned. 
As for buying Avro from HAL for 
lAC, we have come to a decision that 
We might go in for about 15 Avros for 
Dakota replacement.

Shri P. V enkatasubbaiah: May 1
know w hether G overnm ent proposi' 
to .start a commercial air service to 
Tirapati, which is an all-India pilgrim  
centre, and w hether there is a p ro
posal before the Devasthan to con
struct an a irstrip  there?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: That question 
will be kept in view. If the traffic 
justifies and the  aircraft position im 
proves, We m ight consider such a  
step.

Shrim ati Savltri N ipun : I wouM
like to know w hether the  hon. M inis
ter is aw are th a t because of the de
lays, which are now becoming a  nor
m al routine, m any of the  lAC pas
sengers have to miss the  connecting 
planes and have to  undergo great 
inconvenience. Is the  M inister tak ing  
so»r.e steps to  elim inate these delays 
and also to  look afte r those passengers 
who miss the  connecting flights, in 
the same m anner as it is being done 
in the international lines.

Shri C. M. Poonacha: As I  m ention
ed earlier, we are working w ith a 
vciv  tight fleet position. Therefore, 
certain unavoidable delays are taking 
place in connecting services. That 
wou’d be rem edied as soon as we re- 
crive the new  aircraft, which we are 
expecting very  soon.

Consumers* Price Resistance Move
m ent

♦424. Shri Shree N arayan Das: Will 
the M inister of Food, Agrlcultnrc^




