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laave contributed to better under-
irtanding of each other's view point 
on mal'ters of common interest and to 
the strengthening of existing friendly 
relations between the two countries. 
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ReaJ.ease el Shri Mohan Banade 

-U4. Sbrl Alvares: 
Shri Har! VlsIula Kmlatb: 

Will the Minister of Exteraal .um. be pleated to ~te: 
(a) whether GoVemment hII'Ve mliM 
~ IIIrIn1II to seeunl the....... 4 
..... lIIdhq lUIaad. fr'OIIa tile ..... \ 
.... lItlmu; ind· . 

(b) if so, the nature of efforts made 
and the response thereto? 

The Minister of External Affatl"ll 
(8hrl M. C. Chagla): (a) and (b). All 
possible efforts have been and contInUe 
to be made fur Shri Mohan Laxman 
Ranade', release, through diplomatic 
channels. The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross a Iso took up the 
matter with the Government of Portu-
gal. Tliese efforts have not met with 
any success sO far in persuading the 
Portuguese authorities to release Shri 
RalUlde. 

Help to South Vletuam 

"15. 8hrf H. N. Mlukerjee: Will the 
Minister (jf Erternal Affairs be pleu-
ed to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
6f publicity pamphlets being put out 
In certain countries about India bein, 
one limong thirty-five or so countrie.l 
that are despatching help to South 
Vietnam; 

(b J Whether It Is a fact that such 
help Is being despatched; 

(c) it 10, the Items that are helnp: 
despatched and their quantlt,; and 

(d) whether any help Is being serlt 
like-wise to the Democratic Republl~ 
of Vietnam? 

The MinIster of State In the MiDJII-
try of External AftalN (Shr! Dla. 
81Drh): (a) Yes, Sir . 

(b) to (d). The report is not cor-
rect. The Government of India are 
not despatching any help to either 
the Republic of Vietnam or the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

Arm,. Strength of paklstau 

-'16. Shrl P. C. Borooab: 
8brl Bhagwat lba Asad: 
8hrt S. C. gllmama: 
ShrJ 8ubodh Bansc!a: 
8IlrI 1ft. L. DwtVeil: 
sbtt It. fIariua: 
81ii\ lAiaMui .. X ...... : 
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SIIri P. K. Chakravertl: 
Shri H. C. LlDga Reddy: 

Will the Minister of Defen.,. be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government attention 
has been drawn to the recent issues of 
the Annual Report entitled "The MilI-
tary Balance 1966-67" by the Institute 
o! Strategic Studies, London giving an 
assessment of the rapid build-up of 
Armed Forces by Pakistan during the 
last one year; 

(b) whether the Institute have also 
observed that in contrast to the rapid 
military build-up in Pakistan, tile size 
of the Indian Army has remained vir· 
tually static or even fallen; and 

(c) how far Government's assess-
ment agrees with the Report? 

The MlnIster of DefeJlce (Sbri 
Swann Slneh): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) to (c). While the publica-
tiOn has given Its estimate 01. tile 
strength and equipment of Palt ann-
ed forces and Indian armed force., it 
does not make any comment on tile 
build-up of Pak and Indian armed 
forces, nOr does it make a-ny as8eSS-
ment of the companrtive build-up of 
the armed strength of India and 
Pakistan. The :fighting element in the 
Indian Army has not remained static 
or fallen. 

A comparison between the Pakistani 
army strength as shown in the 'Mlli· 
tary Balance' 1965-66 with that shown 
in the 'Military Balance' 1966-67 does 
show a very substantial increase in 
the Pakistani build-up of armed 
forces. This tallies broadly with our 
·own information on the subject. 

l'Ietting up of Transmitters with U.S. 
Assistance 

·417. Shri Indrajlt Gupta: Will the 
Minister of informatiOn and Broad-
eastin&" be pleased to refer to the rep-
q given to Starred Question No. 170 
_ the 1st August, 1988 and atate: 
. (8) whether there lias t.een al\7 pi'&-
1JOS&l from either side to ~ ·tlM 

Idea. tlf BettinI' up RacliG Trensmittere 
with U.S. assiotance in every District 
of India; 

(b) if so, the stage at which the 
negotiations now stand; and 

(c) if the reply to part (a) above 
be in the negative, whether the project 
has been abandoned? 

The Minister of information &ad 
Broadcasting (Shri Raj Bahadnr): (a) 
No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 
(e) Yes, Sir. 

sikh Shrines In PaldataD 

·418. Shri Sarebdra Pal BIDIb: Will 
the Minister of External Main be 
pleased to atate: 

(a) wIletller It is a fact that 1Ile 
Shiromani GllrdwarB Prabandhlllr 
Ocmunittee h8...",pt the help of 
Govemment In -.curing from ~ 
thl! <:omplete richt ot manapmflllt, 
service and protection tit all the 8i1da 
shrines in that ecnmtry to the 8.G.P.C,; 
and 

(b) if 10, Government's reactloa 
thereto? 

'!'he MinIster of. IIlItemal Main 
(Shri M.. C. Chaeta): (a) The Shiro-
man! Gurdwara Prabandhak Com-
mittee endorsed to Government a copy 
or a letter addressed to the Chlet 
Secretary, Punjab, urging that a set-
tlement should be arrived at with 
Pakistan for getting tor the S.G.P.C. 
or Its nominee. the control of Gurd-
wara. and their properties located In 
Pakistan. 

(h) Negotiations on this subject be-
tween the Government! of India and 
Pakistan have taken place through the 
Indo-Pakistan Joint Committee on 
shrines, which Bet up following the 
Pant-Mirza Agreement of 1955. The 
!irst meeting 01 the Committee wal 
held in January. 1958. The Second 
meeting ot this Committee has not yet 
been 8gre8d to by the Government 
of Pakistan though we have repaat-
edly pressed for It. 




