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the conferences, was this issue speci-
fically raised?

Shri M, C. Chagla: It was not raised
in Rawalpindi. I am talking of what
happenazd after Tashkent.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.
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E y in Dipl tic and Trade
Missions Abroad

-+
*394, Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha:

Will the Minister of External Affairs
be pleased to refer to the reply given
to Starred Question No. 798 on the 1st
September, 1966 and state:

(a) whether Government have since
considered the question of economy
measures to be made applicable to the
Diplomatic and Trade Missions abroad;

(b) if so, the broad outlines thereof;
and

(c) if not, when a decision is likely
to be taken in this regard?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri M. C. Chagla): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

(c) The question does not arise.

STATEMENT

The broad outlines of the measures
taken to ensure the most economical
use of the Budget Grant of the Minis-
try of External Affairs are as follows:

(a) Posts of officers and staff in
the Missions abroad are sanc-
tioned only after the proposals
have been thoroughly examin-
ed on the basis of work study
and approved by the Economy
Board of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs.
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(b) In view of the acute foreign
exchange position, the Budget
proposals are examined with
the greatest possible emphasis
on economy without, at the
same time, sacrificing func-
tional effectiveness.

(c) The device of concurrent ac-
credition has been adopted us
a means to curtail increase in
expenditure on  External

Affairs which ~would have
been otherwise of a larger
magnitude.

(d) Proposals for opening of new
Missions are implemented
gradually, ijn the order of
priority.

(e

Powers of Heads of Missions
to incur expenditure have
been precisely defined.

In order to effect economy in ex-
penditure on Trade Missions|Show
Rooms abroad, Government have
taken the following decision:

(a) To undertake review of the
staff strength of the Commer-
cial Sections abroad; and

(b) To postpone to next year the
opening of new Trade Missions.

oY qeare fag : gER g ®
frad &1 3y & oY faRwi | w7
AT aTforsy FT @ &, HIAT WA FT
w® & ama) w9Er wur @ § AR sgar
Uy ¥ § FOETY FR AT & w7 oww
g gER F I T E ! K ST
st g f e o G o g g
Y voar w87

Shri M, C. Chagla: Thig is a very
serious charge made against the
members of a very fine service con-
sisting of very fine officers. If the
hon. member has any specific allega-
tion to make, he may kindly send
it to me and I will enquire into it.
On the floor of this House to say
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generally that our members are carry-
igg on their own trade using Gov-
ernment cars is not proper. I hope
the hon. member will withdraw his
remark. It does not do good to our
country.

ot gaaw fag : fom forg @ &
ot gargedzy  fefre w9
70t § #r wmfaw Faq w0 & fx
3% AT feTwE §, IAF A A A
wTHz AT Ty A 7@ T a1 q7H
Fr ix & Qar wedz 7q?
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: When the
Minister refers to economy in diplo-
matic and trade missions abroad,
does he also include the High Com-
mission at London which is Dbeing
run by more than 1000 persons? The
hon. Minister also had the privilege
of heading that Mission once. Does
he propose to have economy there
also?

Shri M, C. Chagla: When 1 had the
privilege of being the High Commis-
sioner there, I think I reduceq the
staff by 200 or 250. Further progress
has been made since then. In 1855,
the strength of the High Commission
in London was 1325. As g result of
reorganisation and reviews conduct-
ed, the strength was reduced to 960.
Many of our staff is in the Supply
Mission and we are reviewing the
whole position to see whether the
number there also cannot be further
reduced. But I assure the House
that we are conscious of the fact that
perhaps even now the High Commis-
sion is over-staffed and we are taking
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action to reduce it to the bare mini-
mum in conformity with efficiency.
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Shri M. C. Chagla: I do not quite
follow the question. The salaries and
allowances of the members of our
Foreign Missions are in rupees, but
naturally they have to spend it in the
currency of the counfry where they
are working and so it has got to be
sent in foreign exchange. A map in
London has to spend in Sterling, a
man in New York in Dollars and a
man in France in Francs. But the
basic salary is in rupees.

Shri Hem Barua: Are Government
aware of the fact that there is an
Indian officer in the High Commission
in London-—I know his name also—

Mr. Speaker: Is he—going to make
any allegation about any particular
person?

Shri Hem Barua: No, Sir. Are Gov-
ernment aware of the fact that there
is an Indian official with the High
Commission in London who has been
in active collusion with Mr, Phizo
and has been helping Mr, Phizo
in his anti-Indian activities? If so,
would Government enquire into the
matter and if necessary take strong
measures against the Indians who are
indulging in this sort of thing?

Shri M. C. Chagla: Government is
not aware of that fact. If my hon.
friend will give me the name and
other material, I will certainly look
into it.
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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: In view
of the fact that our trade has increas-
ed with the African countries and
other places, has Government taken
any steps to strengthen our trade
missions there and reduce the strength
of trade missions where there
is actually not much of trade, as for
instance in London and other places?

Shri M. C. Chagla: The question
of trade missiong is also engaging
our attention and we are reorganising
this part of our Foreign Missions.
My hon. friend ig quite right. There
are some places where we have to
strengthen our trade missions where
there is a possibility of more export
from India going to those countries.
There may be other places where the
trade is not so important but still
there may be a trade mission there.
Again, as I said in the other, House
or in this House earlier, I am faced
with cross-fire. On the one hand,
there is a question which says, prac-
tise economy. On the other, we
are told to strengthen our missions.
(Interruptions).
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* Shrl M. C. Chagla: No, Sir. As far
as 1 know, we have got a very good
education section of the High Com-
mission which looks after students,
sees to their placementg and visits
them from time to time, This is how

KARTIKA 30, 1888 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 4244
that section of the High Commissiom
functions and ought to function.
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Shri M. C. Chagla: I will give the
state of the economy. If you look
at the figures of Demands of the
External Affairs Ministry, in 1963-64
it was Rs. 587.91 lakhs, in 1964-65 it
was Rs. 621.03 lakhs, in 1965-66 it was
Rs. 672.32 lakhs and—this js impor-
tant—in the last Budget it was only
Rs. 577.82 lakhs but owing to deva-
luation it had to be increased to Rs.
810.26 lakhs. Devaluation apart, we
reduced our expenditure and our
Demands from Rs, 672 lakhs to Rs. 677
lakhs.

Y TARAE aTeR WA WER,
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Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: The
question refers to economy in the
trade missions and embassies, but he
gives the Budget of the External
Affairs Ministry. That is no answer
to the real qucstion put.

Mr. Speaker: Iy it about the mis-
sions or the whole External Affairs
Ministry?
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Shri M. C. Chagla: The whole Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry, but primarily
our expenditure is on the missions.

Mr. Speaker: The figures for the
missions separately might be placed
on the Table of the House.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: We want
to know the economy in this parti-
cular item.

oY TEHEE TIIY ;WA WEIEA,
A W\ FT IWT oawr !

werw AE @y ;. fAfawew

FefgaT TFRANT &

yIga

T A faoRa agry F w18 &
fag F4®r A woqa § oF myE
feTr o< foar wm a1 gt oW
AT §, 99 @4 B ar e dfag,
Afeh a1 IR A HEFW, THA AT W
& T g, Jo ¥ frard ax faen @9 g
&, agr &) fawrea § SaF ai=n fgwur
wTREEY WY AE gy & & ag amer
w1gar g fF waT W AEew ®v g
JAFY I7E FIT FT 2 AT AEY

Mr, Speaker: He is giving informa-
tion that there is some house rented
in Canada which has not given as
much benefit as the amount of rent
that we have to pay.

Shri M, C. Chagla: I do not know
about this detail but, as I said, the
whole policy of showroomg in the
missiong and trade centreg is under
review and J assure the House that
the decision will be such as will be
in the best interests of the country.

ot qYd : weaw wE, Welt gy,
g ¥ qar § | qg a9 A sfEeE
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1 a¥d ;o Ay uA foET I
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IEETAH
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Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know if the hon. Minister is aware
that this process of economy measures
and reduction of staff can be very
effectively achieved in a very expedi-
tious manner providedq Government
takes the decision that all the reduced
staff will be provided in other places
where the missions are understaffed
and also if the Government takes
the decision that all the hired and
rented buildings for which Govern-
ment hag to pay exorbitant rents
would, instead of renting them, be
purchased or built?

Mr. Speaker: They are all sugges-
tions.

St LA qrog T : LTHE F E (T)
¥ g 4 § % qgi ox J-a9aTe I
F qTe Wy Mg IE yWA IS, daA
o) Y e fopar s & | & ag S
Tigm g fF @ weq § swmAnn oy
gfee & frad a7 7 FT ¥ A
ey g F 91X e faT 3m & gerg
T

oY THAIE T1qA ;& qY FAH WY
grawd € wre awRaeee g ?

Sl TR qroFq : FT R HHAL
werg T
Shri M. C. Chagla: We have sur-
veyed the staff of a mission in all
ranges, not merely clerks but also
officers, and wherever we have found
that there is no necessity for a parti-
cular officer we have either transfer-
red him or repatriated him to India.

=Y TRAaE T ;. qA9 g &
woT &Y€ wHET MY NI Y § AT Ag |
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Selective Conscription to Armed
Forces
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*395. Shri H. C. Linga Reddy:
Shri P. R. Chakraverti:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Shrimati Savitri Nigam:
Shri Surendra Pal Singh:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Starred Question No. 20 on the 25th
July, 1966 and state:

(a) the further progress made in the
matter of selective conscription in the
context of Pindi-Peking threatening
attitude; and

(b) whether Government  would
consider the desirability of conscrip-
tion of all adults to the Army on an
emergency basis in view of the threa-
tening postures of the Sino-Pakistam
axis?

The Minister of Defence (Shri
Swaran Singh): (a) The scheme is
still under consideration.

(b) It js not considzred necessary to
conscript all adults to the army.

Shri H. C. Linga Reddy: In reply
to a question in this House on 25th
July, 1866, th: Government was pleas-
ed to say that the programme has
been under consideration at the ex-
pert level. For how long has the
scheme been at the expert level what
are the reasons for the inordinate
delay and will the scheme be finalised
carly?

Shri Swaran Singh: I have already
sald that it is still under considera-
tion. It is true that the experts were to
"give an opinion on thal but the opi-
nion was not quite uniform; some
had expresscd the view that the
scheme would de much too costly and
the actual results would not be com-
mensurate with the effory that was
likely to be put in.
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8hri H. C. Linga Reddy: It is said
that the scheme would be very
costly. Has any probable estimate
of the scheme been made and have
‘the States been sounded in the
matter?

Shri Swaran Singh: No, the State
have not yet been sounded. As re-
gards the cost, as the scheme has not
taken any final shape it is not easy
to give even an approximate picture
of the financial side.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: In view
of the fact that the scheme has not
yet been settled finally, will the Gov-
"ernment indicate the line in which
Government proposes to take effec-
tive action in the matter?

Shri Swaran Singh: 1 am glad to
inform the House that the response
for recruitment has been very good.
The talk of conscription ariseg if the
normal voluntary response is halting.
We are lucky that the patriotism of
our people is such that there has been
a very generous response.

o) fasyarq qroga : waY WA A
53T & 9% # Farar § f fedr-qife
TEAE F AR F FET § FATAY H A
Aay Y wfaard wat $@ &F 99 0@
FETE ¥ ot w1 fAfead aa sraw T8
& & ag a1 J12A g fF ofeea
AYT QEAT &1 HIT T gUIC AW FY WY
FIW R, FOT <TFT GFAAT 7 7 & faq
T T Fav qate 2, foad s
qrHrT sy wfvard waf & weamyg o
fa=rT A8t ®7 WY &1

Shri Swaran Singh: That is a

broader question. I have already
said that the response from the
people is very good.

Shrimati  Savitri Nigam: May I

know whether many of the officers
who were granted emergency com-
migsions have voluntcered themselves
that evep if they are not given the
post for which they were commission.
ed they are ready to take a smaller





