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Shri Manubhai Shah; There was
only a very temporary lull for clarifi-
eation of the rupee arrangement. That
has been got over and all the East-
Europeag, countries have agreed to the
new arrangement. Trade is not likely
to fall, on the other hand it is likely
to increase.

Dr. M. M. Das: Am I to understand
that the total quantity or the total
volume of our trade with these coun-
tries has not suffered at all due to
devaluation......

Shri Manubhaj Shah: Your assump-
tion is correct.

Shri P, C. Borooah: The hon. Minis-
ter just now said that tea is one of
the articles exported to Bulgaria and
Rumania. This article is facing stiff
competition in world market and it is
almost being priced out. May I know
whether any subsidy has been given
to this item, particularly, to push ¢his
ftem in these two countries?

Shri Manubhai Shah: No special as
sistance is announced. The general
policy of assistance which has been
laid on the Table of the House applies
to all countries irrespective of desti-
nation,

Unwholesome Fooq serveg
Canteens on Rallways
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Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shrimatj Savitri Nigam:
Shri H. C. Linga Reddy:
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Shri Basumatari:

Will the Minister of Eallways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether cases of serving of un-
wholesome food by the departmental
santeens son the Indian Railways
Bave increased;
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(b) if so, whether any study has
been made to find out the causes
thereof; and

(c) the measures contemplated to
improve the working of the canteens?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri Sham Nath):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) Sustained attention continues
to be paid to see that catering esta-
blishments at stations and on trains
scrve food of good quality. The steps
taken include procurement of raw
matcerials of good quality, posting of
efficient cooks, training of staff, and
Refrigeration/insulation arrangements
where necessary. Supervision by
Commercial and Medical Officer and
Inspectorial staff and members of
non-official Committees has also been
intensified.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS

Britannia Biscuit Company

*361. Shrimati Renu Chakravartty:
Will the Minister of Industry be
pleased to state:

(a) the reasons why the Britannia
Biscuit Company was permitted to
take a dollar loan from the Aid Fund
of the World Bank;

(b) whether it is a fact that they
Bave used this loan to import, rebuild
and recondition machinery from their
foreign parent Company in UK.

-

(c) whether it is also a fact that
the UK. Company holds 60 per cent
interest in India;

(d) whether the U.S. loan will have
% be repaid in U.S. dollars;

(e) what are their export earnings
eince the loan was sanctioned; and
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(f) whether the biscuit industry is
considered as a top priority industry
in the Plans?

The Minister of Industry (Shri D,
Sanjivayya): (a) Messrs. Britannia
Biscuit Co. were permitted in May,
1965, to import a new plant from
UK. valued at Rs. 5 lakhs from out
of a loan from the ICICJ, for their
Bombay unit, as the equipment was
required by them in replacement of
the plant installed 25 ycars ago.

(b) No. They were, however, al-
lowed in July, 1965 to import a recon-
ditioned plant and packing machinery
valued Rs. 3,14,760 from UK. out of
a loan secured by them from that
country for setting up a unit at
Madras.

(c) No, their participation is 52 per
cent.

(d) The ICICI have provided a for-
eign exchange loan upto the equiva-
lent of U.S. $108000 (about Rs. 5.10
lakhs pre-devaluation) out of the 6th
line of credit from the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Deve-
lopment. This has to be repaid in
U.S. dollars.

(e) Their exports (excluding to
Nepal) are:
1963 Rs. 3.86 lakhs
1964 Rs. 4.80 lakhs
1965 Rs. 4.95 lakhs
1966 .. Rs. 449 jakhs
(January-
August)
() No.

Chilean Nitrate of Soda

*363. Shri Mohammad Ellas:
Shrimati Renu Chakravartty:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
price for Chilean Nitrate of Soda
fixed by Government s Rs. 33§
per ton and if so, how th® same is
being sold in the market at Rs. 2500
per metric tonne;





