2681 Oral Answers

Pakistani Propaganda against India

5
*244. shri R. Barua:
Shri R. S. Pandey:
Shri Liladhar Kotoki:
Shri N. R. Laskar:

Will the Minister of External Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the Pakistani propaganda in foreign

countries regarding India producing
atomic weapons;
(b) if so, Government’s reaction

thereto; and

(¢) the steps taken to counter such
propaganda?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
Singh): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) It is regretted that in spite of
the Tashkent Declaration such false
propaganda is being carried out.

(c) Our Missions abroad have re-
buted the Pakistani propaganda, and
re-iterated the Government of India’s
policy to use nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes only.

Shri R. Barua: May I know whe-
ther a large number of Indians who
are staying in U.S.A, and particularly
in U.K. are not even appraised of the
developments in India and, if so,
what steps Government propose to
take to educate these people so that
they can also act as emissaries of the
Government of India?

Shri Dinesh Singh: That is a slight-
ly wider question than the nuclear
policy. But, as I have mentioned in
this House on several occasions, they
are apraised of the developments in
India through the publications that
our Missions bring out there and
through the newspapers and publica-
tions that we send from here. Ihave
given particulars of these publications
to this House.

Shri R, Barua: May I know whe-
ther any assessment is sought to be
made with regard to our propaganda
outside, and, if so, what steps have
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been taken by the Government to
that effect so far?

Shri Dinesh Singh: There is no
proposal to make any specific review
at this stage. But, as the House is
aware, the Pillai Committee is already
going into it.

Shri N. R. Laskar: Over and above
countering the Pakistani propaganda,
I would like to know whether our
Government is doing any definite
work against the spread of nuclear
weapons.

Shri Dinesh Singh: Yes, Sir. We
are collaborating with other coun-
tries in the United Nations and also
in the Disarmament Committee.
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Shri Hem Barua: May I know if
the attention of Government is drawn
1o a news report that Pakistan pro-
poses to manufacture her first atom
bomb by 1968 and, if so, whether this
Government would think that the
propaganda indulged in by Pakistan
1o the effect that India is indulging in
atomic race is only made in order to
off-set her own dirty designs of manu-
facturing her own atom bomb by
19687

Shri Dinesh Singh: It is quite pos-
sible.

Shri Basappa: Has it come to the
notice of the Government that Pakis-
tani propaganda is carried out to
such an extent that films are being
shown in American Universities to
show that Pakistan was more success-
ful in the last September campaign
than India and, if so, what action is
being taken by our Washington
Embassy to counteract this propa-
ganda?

Shri Dinesh Singh: It does not arise
out of this Question directly. It is
very difficult to say at what time
what media Pakistan would utilise to
malign us, and to that extent they
have this advantage of utilising all
media in giving the an impression
they want to project. But as soon as
it comes to our notice, then Govern-
ment tries to counteract that by tak-
ing steps either by contacting the
agency which has done that or by
bringing out our own publications. So
far as these fllms are concerned, I
cannot say off-hand.
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Shri Nath Pai: The hon. Minister
of State for External Affairs stated
that it is likely that Pakistan is rais-
ing this barrage of propaganda against
India. Since the Minister himself
stated that this may possibly be a
smoke screen to hide Pakistan’s own
effort either to develop or acquire
nuclear weapons, may I know what is
Government's assessment as {0 how
Pakistan is on the way to acquire or
develop its own atom bomb? Has
any assessment been made?

Shri Dinesh Singh: It is very diffi-
cult to say what Pakistan is doing in
this respect except that Pakistan has
some arrangement of collaboration
with China and to that extent, they
are committed either to acquiring
nuclear weapons from China or to
manufacturing in collaboration with
China. Regarding their collaboration
with other countries, the other count-
ries have assured us that there is no
collaboration for the manufacture of
atomic bomb in Pakistan.

Shri Bakar Ali Mirza: In view of
the second test by China and in view
also of the Government’s policy about
nuclear disarmament, may I know
whether there is any cell created
either in the Ministry of External
Affairs or in the Defence Ministry to
find out the exact nature of the threat
and to suggest counter-measures to
meet that threat politically and mili-
tarily?

Mr. Speaker: It will not be rele-
vant here. That is entirely a differ-
ent thing.

Next Question.

Shri Nath Pai: I would like, Mr.
Speaker, to draw the attention of the
Minister to this. He says that he
does not think so. There is a report
in the Times of India......
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Mr. Speaker: Now I cannot allow
that.

Shri Nath Pai: This is a very vital
subject,
Mr. Speaker: He can have recourse

to some other method. Now it can-
not be raised.

Shri Nath Pai: All right, I will give
notice for a half-an-hour discussion.

Impert of Newsprint from U.S.A.

+
*245. Shri P. R, Chakraverti:
Shri B. K. Das:
Shri Maheswar Naik:
Will the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting be pl d to state:
(a) whether Government have exa-

mined the difficulties in importing
newsprint from U.S.A. against aid
resources;

(b) whether steps have been taken
to manufacture printing machinery
and other components aiming at
attaining self-sufficiency; and

(¢) whether Government have taken
any decision to allow the old ptriodi-
cals and daily newspapers to have 16
pages of standard size and to allocate
the requisite quantity ef newsprint to
them?

The Minister of
Broadcasting (Shri
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) As the manufacture of printing
machinery is a highly specialised
industry involving complicated techni-
cal know-how where fear of obso-
lescence of designing is great, the
pace of development has been slow.
Permission has been granted by the
Ministry of Industry to a number of
firms for the manufacture of different
types of printing and ancilliary
machinery in collaboration with
foreign parties. A panel has been set
up by that Ministry under the Chair-
manship of Shri P. R. Ramakrishna,
M.P, to review the existing capacity
for the manufacture of machinery
withr a view to recommending to
Government the measures that should

Information and
Raj Bahadur):
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be taken to make the country self-
sufficient in regard to printing mach-
inery.

(¢) It has been decided that old
periodicals should also be allowed to
increase their pages, if they wish to,
up to 16 pages of standard size daily
newspapers up to a maximum circu-
lation of 10,000 copies. No proposal
in regard to increase in the pages of
daily newspapers is under considera-
tion.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know
whether Government has taken steps
to allot imported newsprint rather
than NEPA newsprint to the smaller
periodicals and journals?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Our attempt is
to provide as much support as pos-
sible to the smal] and medium news-
papers and we do take that particular
principle into account while allotting
newsprint.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: In view of
the serious competition from the chain
of big newspapers, may I know what
special facilities have been made
available to the smaller periodicals
and journals, specially with regard to
the allotment of Government adver-
tisements?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have taken
a few steps including the provision
of a larger share of advertisements,

display as well as classified, than
hitherto. That will provide some
relief. I do not say that it would be

adequate. We have to provide some
other measures also.

Shri B. K. Das: In allocating quotas
of newsprint, may I know how distri-
bution is made of imported and indi-
genous newsprint?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The allotment
of newsprint quota is made on the
basis of circulation. So far as smaller
papers are concerned, we {ry to ensure
that they get all that they need by
way of newsprint and they do not
have to fall back for their require-
ment upon white paper.





