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let the question be postponed, parti-
eularly on this particular issue. I
addressed two letters to the Prime
Minister and got an answer that
those letters had been circulated to
all the ministries.

Mr. Speaker: Does the Minister of
Finance want to answer it?

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: Let
somebody answer it. I would request
you, Sir, to postpone this question to
be answered at 3.00 or 4.00 in the
evening. Thig i a very vital matter
affecting the economy of the country.

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Sachindra Chaudhuri): I certainly re-
cognise the vital nature of the question
that the hon. Member, Shri Mathur,
has put. But this is not quite related
% the main question before the
House. Before I make an answer I
will go into the matter and I will
write a letter to him on that.

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: I
have reccived a letter from the Prime
Minister. 1 do not raise any question
until and unless 1 am satisfled that
it ig necessary and until and unless 1
find that it is in the great interest of
the country, Therefore, 1 raised this
point. I am not satisfied with any
letter from anybody on such a vital
matter in the interest of the natlon.

Shri Sachindra Chaudhuri: Very
well, so far as that is concerned, cer-
tain points have been raised in Shri
Mathur's letter to the Prime Minister
of which a copy has come to me. I
will look into each one of those points
end when making a reply see that
each one of those points is answered.
I Shri Mathur wants postponement
of the question, let it be postponed, 1

do not mind.

6hri U. M. Trivedi: The little narr-
ation which has been given of f‘acts
Shri Mathur has raised a very im-
portant issue. We have been seeing
and noting for the last fifteen years

. by

after effort being made
.G';)ovl:mment on paper to reduce the
expeaditure. But that has remained
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on paper. The net result has always
'been that there has been an increase
in the expenditure of the Government
fror_n time to time. Right from the
beginning, if you look at the budget
records from 1952 onwards up-to-
date, it has gone on increasing. The
administrative expenditure, expendi
ture on all heads of the Government,
has been increasing. One day, when
discussing thig matter with the ex-
Finance Minister, Shri Krishnama-
chari, he agreed with me and said that
he has impressed upon cvery  de-
partment that thig expenditure must
be brought down to the level of 15
per cent. That hag been an old story.
Now, nearly after nine or ten months
this matter has again cropped up. I
would like to know whether really
efforts are being made or stil] some-
thing is on paper only?

Shri Sachindra Chaudhuri: The
answer is this. So far as Shri Tri-
vedi is concerned, while I do not. ...

Shri Basappa: Why shou'd it be
for Shri Trivedi and Shri Mathur only
the whole House js interested.

Shri Sachindra Chaudhuri: Let
me finish my sentence. What I say is,
so far ag Shri Trivedi is concerned,
he has made certain statements
which I cannot say have been made
by other Members of this House and
that js why I said that Shri Trivedi
hag made a statcment. I am not in a
position to challenge or  otherwise
contradict what he has said, and I
am not doing that. Therefore, grant-
ing that there hag been an increase to
the tune as suggested by him in gov-
ernment expediture over the last fif-
teen years, Government revenues
have also increased. Therefore, a
proportion has got to be considered.
The activities of Government have
increased and different departments
had to be started. So far as the nar-
rower question is concerned, every
effort is made to try and contain the
expenditure in every ministry of
government. So far as my ministry
is concerned it is making that effort
and I will be in a position, as I said,
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Public Sector Undertakings

+

*213. Shri Surendra Pal Singh:
Shrimati Savitri Nigam:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Aszad:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shrimati Ramdulari Sinha:

Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to refer to the reply given
to Starred Question No. 787 on the
1st September, 19066 and state:

(a) whether Government have
since considered and examined all
the recommendations made by the
Heads of Public Sector Undertakings;
and
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(b) if so,-how many recommenda-

tions have been accepted and imple-

mented and in what manner?

The Deputy Minister of Finance
(Shri L. N. Mishra): (a) and (b).
The points discussed at the conference
convened by the Prime Minister have
been examined and the decisions are
expected to be taken shortly.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: One of
the 'main recommendations of this
conference was that the Government
should immediately carry out a review
with a view to finding out as to how
many of the existing heads of Publie
undertakings and then directors were
actually competent and fit enough to
hold their jobs, May we know whe-
ther that review has been carried out
and, if so, what has been the outcome
of that, and whether any of the exe-
cutive heads have actually been re-
moved from their present positions?

Shri L. N. Mishra: So far as the
appointment or removal of individual
heads is concerned, I cannot give in-
formation without notice, But all the
points raised in the conference have
been thoroughly examined and com-
ments of the Bureau of Public Enter-
prises and the Department of Co-
ordination have been obtained and the
paper is being prepared for placing
before the Cabinet. I think concrete
decisions on these recommendations
will be taken very shortly.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Is it a
fact that not very long ago the C.S.I.R.
carried out a survey which revealed
that nearly 25 per cent of the techni-
cians and junior engineers in our pub-
lic sector undertakings, particularly,
in our steel plants, are actually under-
employed? If that is correct, may I
know what steps are being taken to
rectify that defect in our managerial
system?

Shri L. N, Mishra: I am not aware
ot this C.S.LR, review. But it 13 a
fact that the personnel policy and also
the question of requirement of man-
power, etc, were examined and some
decisiong are being taken on that point
also,





