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Shri Manubhai Shah: Yarn is avail-
able in plenty and more and more
mills are coming. Ag a matter of
fact, the increase in the price of
mill made cloth is an indirect pro-
tection to the power and handloom
cloth because they become relatively
cheaper.

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: But the
price of yarn has increased along
with the increase in the cost of cloth.

Shri Manubhai Shah: Yarn is a de-
controlled item. Handloom and
powerloom weavers in 1961 said to
the Government: please decontrol
yarn because we are having great
hardship in the administration of the
control. Since then it hag been wor-
king satisfactorily and no complaints
have arisen on account of that.

Shrimati Renuka Ray:
ter referred to the price of cont-
rolled cloth. I would like to ask him
whether he is satisfied with the rise
in prices of controlled cloth to the
extent of 8-9 per cent. What fur-
ther steps are being taken to see that
this continuous rise in the price of
controlled cloth doeg not take place
in future?

The Minis-

Shri Manubhai Shah: In a period of
two years this increase has taken place
and I think we cannot escape it be-
cause of various factors. The growers
have to be paid a remunecrative price
for the raw materials so that they can
produce more cotton in this country;
that will have to be taken inio account.
Wages and bonus have to be paid.

shri Ranga: What about inflation?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The freight
and other charges are going up. We
ean try to keep it at the minimum.

shri R. S. Pandey: Apart from the
rige in prices here, is it true that we
are losing foreign market becausé the
export prices are going up?

8hri Manubhai Shah: It is true.
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Shri D. C. Sharma: Government use
the All India Radio for broadcasting
the price of essential commodities.
May I know if the Government is
aware that the prices that are an-
nounced by the radio do not bear any
resemblance to the prices that are ub-
taining in the market and, if so, may
I know what the Government is going
to do so that the All India Radio be-
comes a more truthful organ of the
Government and does not remain an
organ of Government which broadcasts
things which have no reality in them.’

Shri Manubhai Shah: This question
has been raised scveral times and at
one stage we thought we may discon-
tinue these broadcasts. They were
discontinued for a while, and again
the demand came from the listeners
saying that the prices were giving an
index and guidance to consumers who

are 'istening to them and  asking,
“Please  therefore continue them.”
There are two sets of opinion. I agree

with the hon, Member; one set of
opinion says that the price broadcasts
do not have correlation to he reali-
ties and the other powerful opinion is
that they are very important “nd they
have very close resemblance and S0
“please continue; they are guiding the
consumers.” Therefore, we are in ‘he
hands of the people, and we are con-
tinuing the broadcasts.

Import of Newsprint from Canada

*g7. 6hri Vishwa Nath Pandey:

6hri H. C. Linga Reddy:
Shri P. C. Borooah:

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
ghrj S§. C. Samanta:

Shri Subodh Hansda:

Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shrimati Savitri Nigam-

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that an
agreement has been made between:
India and Canada to import news-

print from Canada;
(b) if so, the terms thereof;
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(c) the tota] quantity of mewsprint

which will be imported from Canada;
and

(d) when such newsprint will be
imported?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
‘Manubhai Shah): (a) to (d). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House,

STATEMENT

During the current year newsprint
from Canada is being imported under
‘the following three heads:

(i) Commercial imports;

(ii) Colombo Plan Assistance of one
million Canadian dollars; and

(iii) Canadian Development Assis-
tance of two million Canadian
dollars.

The position with regard to each is
.as under:

(i) Commercial Imports:

The STC has concluded an
agreement with the Abitibi Paper
Sales Ltd., Toronto for the import
of 25,000 m, tones of Newsprint at

C$ 160.77 per m. ton CIF, Indian
Ports.

(ii) Colombo Plan Loan Assistance:

The STC has finalized arrange-
ments for the import of 7,660 m.
tons of Newsprint, as detailed
below, under the Assistance Pro-
gramme:

6460 m. tons — C$ 131 per m. ton FAS
1200 m. tons — C$ 128.10 per m. ton FAS

(iii) Canadian Development Assistance

STC has issued tenders for im-
port of 16000 m. tons, on T7th
October, 1966, under this head. A
quantity of 7,660 m. tons and
another of 25,000 m. tons is ex-
pected to be received by the end
of November, 1966 and March,
1967 respectively.
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Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
whether Government's efforts to
manufacture newsprint from bagasse
has been successful and, if so, how far
it will help in lessening the imports?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The hon.
Member is right. In recent weeks, we
received information from ihe United
States and Latin America ‘hat a new
process has been invented to use
bagasse; we are following it up and if
we find it successful, a project on that
basis will be launched here.
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Shri Subodh Hansda: I am surpris-
ed to see from the statement that thc
STC has issued tenders for the import
of of 16,000 million tons of paper
under the Canadian Development
Assistance and also 7,660 million tons
which are expected to be received,
and so on. 1 would like to know why,
when the STC is itself an exporting
and importing agency, it has asked
for tenders. What is the reason?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The tender is
to receive offers because even if the
STC is the purchasing agent itself, it
has to get offers from various sources
throughout the world including India.
Therefore they tender.

=Y "o ®To fyady : & 7g ST
areat g fF oY Femer wew & g
FWE AT w" I HACT T F@,
%9 SHT F1 ArEAF F F4T HwAL g, 94T
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ot AR g wThE § gRdy
T WY g &, & WIANT G ¥
faadr w&ar fr oA gaw w0 &
AT F wEL A T
Shri P. C. Borooah: How rar do the
prices of newsprint compare with the
prices of the newsprint imported from

Canada before devaluation? How has
it affected the prices?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The point is
simple. Devaluation  affected all
countries; not one country. Therefore,
whatever the disparity from time to
time, it is bound to be there.
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Shri R. S. Pandey: Whatever pro-
duction we have indigenously, the
quality is rough. May 1 know
whether the Government is thinking
of devising measures so as to improve
the quality of our newsprint?

. Shri Manubhai Shab: Yes, Sir. this
is very true. In NEPA, we are chang-
ing the process from the cold pro-
cess to the alkaloid process in order
to see that the liquid content is down,
the yellow colour vanishes and it
becomes more bright, but there are
limitations to such improvement.
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Shri M. R. Krishna: Many years
back it was examined whether bagas-
se produced in some of the Andhra
sugar factories could be used for
newsprint and it was found cthat bag-
asse could be used for that purpose.
May 1 know why it is that the Minis-
try is waiting for getting some infor-
mation from the United States of
America when this expericnce is a'-
ready available?

Shri Manubhai Shah: What the hen.
Member refers to is the factory  of
paper in Andhra. That factory is
making writing paper. It can be used
for newspapers but the cost is very
high, the rotaries cannot adjust il pro-
perly because it is a heavy paper
What is required is real long staple
newsprint for the newspapers at &
cheap cost. The two are not <he sume
The one already existing is producing
printing paper and what we propose to
produce is newsprint.

shri Thirumala Rao: May I know if
there is any proposal with the Gov-
ernment of India to have a newsprint
factory in the public sector at Bodhan
for making use of bagasse?

Shri Manubhai Shah: If this process.
which the other hon. Member referred
to, comes out successful, we il cer
tainly consider it.

Mr. Speaker: Next Question—Shri
B. K. Das—absent—Dr. M. M. Das—

Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: Sir, I
suggest that Question No. 102 may a'so
be taken along with this.

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Minister is
prepared to answer both of them
together let him do so.

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Mines and Metals (Shri Mehdi): 1
will answer them together

Airborne Geophysical Wing for
Geological Survey of India

+
98. Dr. M. M. Das:

Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
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Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Dr. P. N. Khan:
Will the Minister of Mimes and

Metalg be pleased to state:

(a) whether the decision has been
taken to provide the Geological Sur-
vey of India with an airborne Geo-
physical Wing on a permanent basis;

(b) if so, what will be the functions
of the Wing and what will be the ex-
penditure for setting it up; and

(¢) whether technical and financial
foreign assistance will be necessary
for the purpose?

The Depuiy Minister in the Minis-
try of Mines and Metals (Shri Mchdi)
(a) and (b). No such decision has
vet been taken.

(c) In the event of Government de-
ciding to set up such a unit in Geo'o-
gical Survey of India. some assistance
involving equipment and expertise
from abroad may become necessary.

American Aid for Aerial Geolegical
Survey

+

*102. Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Aszad:
Shri P. C. Boreoeoah:
Dr. M. M. Das:
Shri Surendra Pal Singh:
Shri J. B. S. Bist:
Shri Indrajit Gupta:
Shri D. C, Sharma:
Dr. P, N. Khan:
Shri Karnl Singhji:

Will the Minister of
Metaly be pleased to state:

Mines and

(a) whether the ‘Operation hard
rock’, the countrywide aerial survey
to locate non-ferrous metal deposits
promised to be undertaken by an
American firm of contractors has
materialised;

(b) if so, the main features of the
agreement with the American Firm;





