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“fa wTsm wvET Wy wfAw uw faar
a0 ? '

Shri C. Subramaniam: It is not
the money that is standing in the
way; it is the availability of food-
grains. As the hon. Member him-
self pointed out, they ' are going
through a condition of scarcity dur-
ing the last two years and it is not
the time when a buffer stock can be
built up.
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Applied Nutrition Programme
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*3.  Shri D. C. Sharma:
Dr. L. M. Singhvi:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Shri H. C. Linga Reddy:
Shri P. R. Chakravertl:
Shri B, K Das:
Shri Umanath:
Shri A. K. Gopalan:
Shri P. Kunhan:
Shri Laxmi Dass:
Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Shri K. N, Tiwary:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, C ity: Devel t and
Co-o])er}tlon be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have de-
cided to bring an additional 1,000
Community Development blocks under
the applied nutrition programme with-
in the next few years;

(b) if so0, the details of the pro-
gramme and the time-table for its
introduction in the additional 1,000

Community Development blocks; and

(c) whether Government propose to
lay a statement on the Table giving
details of the distribution of Com-
munity Development Blocks in
different States?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development ang Cooperation (Shri
Shinde): (a) It is proposed to cover
an additional 1,000 blocks under the
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Applied Nutrition Programme during
the Fourth Plan period.

(b) The programme aims at in-
creased production, at thg village
level, of various protective foods like
fruits, vegetables fish, poultry and
milk and the training and eduaation
of the villagers in the production,
preparation, preservation and con-
sumption of these foods,

The number of CD Blocks to be
covered under the programme js res-
pectively 150, 200, 250, 250 and 150
during the first and each succeeding
year of the Fourth Plan period.

(c) The statewise coverage of the
programme is being currently worked
out in Fourth Plan discussions with
the States.

Shri D. C, Sharma: May I know
how far this applied nutrition pro-
gramme is going to solve our - food
shortage problem and, if it is zoing
to do so, in what way?

Shri Shinde: I '‘may state for the in-
formation of the hon, Member that
this is a very moderate programme.
As is well known, the Indian diet pre-
dominantly consists of cercals and
there are too many deficiencies in
the Indian diet. It is an attempt in
various directions to improve the
dietary habits. It takes quite a -zon-
siderable time to change the dietary
habits. May I say for the informa-
tion of the hon. Member that the
Estimates Committee of this” House
went into this problem and the Pro-
gramme Evaluation Organisation of
the Planning Comwmission also went
into this problem? They have made a
number of suggestions and said a
good word in appreciation of the pro-
gramme,

Shri D, C. Sharma: 1 think, the per
capita intake of calories in the coun-
tries of the world is, on an average,
3000, May 1 know what is the
this
country and how far this programme
will step up the intake of calories in
this country?
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Shri Shinde: The' average intake
also differs from State to State. In a
State like Punjab, it is much higher
than the all-India average while in
some of the States, specially the tri-
bal-inhabited areas, the average 1n-
take of calories is very low, that is,
belew the average of 2100 calories.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether the aim and the purpose of
this programme is also to wean away
people from vegetarianism, to change
food habits to see that the people
give up vegetarianism for  various
kinds of other supplementary food
that is available, and, if so, whether
this does not conflict with the declar-
cd policy of the Government not to
interfere with the basic living pattern
of the people?

Shri Shinde: I do not agree with
the contention of the hon. Member
directed

that this programme is
against vegetarianism as suah. In
fact, even in regard to non-vegetar-

ian foods, dietary habits can itnprove
and betler technology can be utilised.
Shri Umanath: 1 would like to

know whether this programme was
formulated at the instance of any
foreign experts or in consultation
with any foreign consultants and, if
so, from which country the foreign
experts were consulted.

Shri Shinde: There is a misconcep-
tion about the programme. In fact,
the programme is very much formu-
lated by our own experts, though in
the initial stages, the UNICEF, the
WHO and the FAO came to help.
The programme has been formulated
by the various State Governmenty
and the Centre and Planning Com-
mission. For the information of the
hon. Member, I may say that as far
as the Fourth Plan projections are
concerned, we expect to spend about
Rs. 40 crores out of which Rs. 20
crores are to come from the Plan
provisions of the State Governments,
Rs. 10 crores from the Central sector
and about Rs. 10 crores from the
UNICEF and other international
agencies.
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T @ & 1 & A Wmgan g 5 9w
FX foraT uq w0 § A IaH gy
wifagid ?

Shri Shinde: The average expendi-
ture per block is about Rs. 1.25 lakhs
per year. The normal schemes relate
to the development of horticulture,
poultry, fisheries and there are vari-
ous production programmes and some
of the programmes also come under
the Food Department, that is, under
the Food and Nutrition Board wherein
development of technology, better
preservation of foods, etc., come in.
The expenditure per block is not
more than Rs. 1.25 lakhs.
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g9 TEY g€ & A sF v aE e
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o9 fEaral #1 =T QAT 37 FAT
SAeqr #7 73 § arfe @rg awear g«
g ?

Shri Shinde: This has no reclevance
to the Question which has been put.
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Shri Shinde: The criteria which
have been applied for selection of the
blocks are mainly nutritional back-
wardness and economic backward-
ness. Of course, the other things like
training facilities, lands available for
community schools, gardens, etc., are
taken into consideration, It is mainly
the nutritional backwardness that is
taken into consideration while select-
ing the blocks.

Shri P, R. Chakraverti: Is there any
fixed criterion in terms of  which
these particular blocks are selected
for the extension of the scheme? Is
there a matching grant to be raised
locally?

Shri Shinde: As 1 have already
submitted, the conditions in different
parts of the country differ radically
from one another, but the broad cri-
terion that is made applicable is the
nutritional and economic backward-
nesg and on this basis, the blocks are
selected.

As far as the matching grants are
concerned, the amounts which  are
provided for various plans for the
development of poultry, fisheries and
horticulture, the amounts are made
available for these programmes from
the State sector. Then there is a pro-

vision in the Central sector, to be
shared equally between the Centre
and the States. The rest of it, ie,

about 20 to 25 per cent’is from inter-
national sources.

Shri S. M, Banerjee: May I know
whether the hon. Minister is aware
that there is alrcady an  unchecked
and unlimited drainage of public
moneys by  the Block Development
Officers? 1 want to know the cir-
cumstances under which another fin-
ancial aid has been given to this De-
partment.

Shri Shinde: I do not agree with
the hon, Member. Moreover, the
expert organisations which have gone
into this problem, as I have alrcady
mentioned, have said good words of
appreciation about the programme. It
is mainly connected with schools....
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Shri S. M, Banerjee: I shall repeat
my question. There is a feeling in
the -country......

Mr. Speaker: He says that he does
not agree. What should I do? He has
said that this is not correct.

Shri S. M, Banérjee: He has men-
tioned only about the programme,

Mr, Speaker: Next Question.

Survey of Man-hours wasted at Bus
Stops

+
*4 Dr. L, M. Singhvi: Will the
Minister of Transport, Aviation, Ship-
ping and Tourism be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Directorate  of
Transport, Delhi has conducted a
survey to assess the'average time a
passenger has to wait at a bus stop
and to determine the number of man-
hours wasted at bus stops;

(b) if so, the findings of the survey;
and

(c) whether similar surveys have
been made elsewhere in the country
and if so, the results thereof?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Aviation (Shri
C. M. Poonacha): (a) and (b), Yes.
The survey which was conducted on
an ad hoc basis revealed that during
the peak hours of traffic the uverage
waiting time at a bus stop in Delhi
ranged from 10 to 40 minutes. No
calculation of man-hours lost was
made.

(c) The requisite information is
being collected from the State Gov-
ernments and will be laig on the
Table of the Sabha as soon as it is
received,

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: It is a known
fact that there is an appalling na-
tional wastage in terms of millions of
man-hours being lost because of long
stoppages at various bus-stops. May
I know whether the Government vro-
pose to bring toge}her various State
Governments—their skills  and ex-
perience—to sce that this wastage is
averted?





