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try is difficult. A detailed statement
on the Food Situation is being plac-
ed on the Table of the House sepa-
rately.

(b) The main measures that are
being taken to improve the food
situation are as follows:

(1) Increasing local production
by adoption of improved seed

and intensive cultivation
measures,

(2) Maximising internsl pro-
curement, and

(3) Tmport of foodgrains from

abroad.
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(a) whether the monsoon in the cur-
rent year has been nearly as precari-
oug as in the last year and some parts
of the country are likely to face as
much scarcity, if not more, as it was
last year; :

(b) if so, the areas so aﬁected; and

(c) the measures Government are
taking to ameliorate the conditions of
the famine affected people?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Govinda Menon): (a) A statement
giving total rainfall in different re-
gions of India during the South-West
Monsoon period of 1966 and the de-
parsture from normal during 1966 and
during 1965 is laid on the Table of
the Sabha. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-7143/66]. The deficiency in
rain-fall during the current year has
been equal to or more than last year
in the Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar,
East Uttar Pradesh, Saurashtra and
Kutch region of Gujarat and Konkan
1egion of Maharashtra, Monsoon rains
during 1966 have also been deficient
in Orissa, Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh and Gujarat.

(b) As a result of deficient mon-
soon rains during the current year,
scarcity conditions are likely to pre-
vail particularly in Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

(c) Relief works have been start-
ed by the State Governments of the
scarcity-affected States in order to
provide purchasing power to the
population in the affected areas. In-
creased allotments of foodgrains are
being made to these States depend-
ing upon availability of stocks. These
allotments include quantities for free
distribution as gratuitous relief to
the old, the infirm and other deserv-
ing persons. ~Steps are also being
taken ‘to tackle the problem.of mai-
nutrition and allotments of milk
powder and  vitamin biscuits etc.
have been made to these States for
free distribution amongst the vulne-
rable sections of the population, like
expectant and nursing mothers and
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children, Measures are also being
taken to tackle the problem of short-
age of drinking water by deepending
of existing wells and/or construction
of new wells or by {ransporting
watér by rail, lorries, etc.

The Centra] Government have
liberalized the pattern of financial as-
sistance to States for relief npurposes
and financial assistance is being pro-
vided in the form of loans and grants
for meeting expenditure towards
starting of relief works and under-
taking other relief operations.

Sl Ow A RiRT ¢ A, qai
F9 19 & I a1 qaf faeg e A 99 &
FT0T A T AFTAAET 1 TF & IAET
Al sravasat R 2T 39 wTaTE-
Far #1 qfg & fag wwafes awal &
AT AT AN AT FoATEAT &
AT FaT SAaEdr #y af § 7
Shri Govinda Menon: In my
answer to question No. 17, it has
been stated what is proposed to be
done in place affected .by drought
and famine, Apart from that, we
would be tightening up internal pro-

gurement and importing foodgrains to
the extent necessary,

Shri R. S. Pandey:
was very obvious

My question

Mr. Speaker: He wanted to know
what would be the requirements of
those drought-stricken areag and how
they would be met—by indigenous
production or by imported grains.

The Minister of Food, Agriculture,
Communjty Development and Co-
operation (Shri C. Subramamiam): It
is too early to make a realistic asses-
sment of the requirements of
various drought-affected States.
Therefore, we have taken a view with
regard to the requirements of these
States during November and allot-
ments have been made, but very soon
there will be 5 meeting of the Chief
Ministers in which all these things
would be discussed, after which per-
haps we may be able to make a re-
alistic assessment,
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Shri R. S. Pandey: Is it true that
the Food Ministear has anticipated
more production this year than last
year; if so, how much are we going
to have more than last year?

Shri Govinda Menon: On the imple-
mentation of the new agricultural
strategy it was expected that this year
the production would be between 95 -
and 100 million tons, but, unfortunate-
ly, on account of this drought, the
production may be much less, between
80 and 85 million tons.

sftamara fag . o fagre &
TRy w1 { vy § w1 frgea
qAFEE 0% AR A F v § A
A9 & UF AT AT 29 § F AATE,
dgoer #§ o oFe dro FEY
STy aw ey 0% &, o wgrowan &
T ZR A A AT FTAG A JON Z AT
1€ SITE FTa] AEATT W T3 A FIENE
fafaees %1 3 | AT T4 A7g ¥ Fv I
o et v § w7 Sy 4F awi W g, |
I ST AHIT F qIgE 7

Shri Speaker: Order, order I do not
allow that question,
st gt fag : sdwT ATEd, 39
F1 sara fasar sfgy | 397 ag agt
T &, 3T Jara At fyen &) aifer

e REYEE AR, AT AT
& &

it goe fag : Az 71, & wAA
9w 721§, I A1 wqra @ § ) AR
F1E A ware F7 diferd |

Shri K. N. Tiwary: We are thank-
ful that the Food Minister and the
Irrigation Minister have visited Bihar.
Bihar ig in a drought condition. May
I know what steps are being taken by
the Central Government to help the
Bihar Government? :

Shri C. Subramaniam: For the pur-
post of starting immediate relief



9 Oral Answers

work, an ad hoc allotment of Rs. 5
crores has been made, and in addition
to that, we have stepped up the sup-
ply of foodgrains also during Novem-
ber. With all these measures, they
should be able to meet the situation.

Shri Nath Pai: In spite of the min-
isteria]l aerial tours the drought-
affected areas one does not got the
impression—] know it will hurt the
Minister—that the Government is
fully alive to the tragedy that is likely
to be fall with nearly 100 million
people in the jaws of starvation. Does
the Minister realise the dimension of
it because what his colleague said,
that it would be difficult, is a master-
piece of understatement, when we
know that more than 100 million peo-
ple, particularly in Bihar, U.P. and
Madhya Pradesh, are affected? Child-
ren are being sold ag a result.

Mr. Speaker: I will request the hon.
Member to put a supplementary, We
can have a discussion separately.

Shri Nath Pai: Very well. It came
because of his use of the words “it
will be difficult.”

Mr. Speaker: Then, too, it is a sup-
plementary.

Shri Nath Pai: All right. Does he
realise the seriousnesg as is reflected
by the reports which the journalists
say have becn verified, I am quoting
from the Indian Express of the 24th
October, “Children being sold in
drought-affected areas”? How far is
it true and what mevsures are Gov-

ernment taking, and what are the
dimensions of the imports?
Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 am glad

the hon. Member is back here in good
health, I welcome him. Apart from
that, when my colleague said that the
position is difficult, it includes every-
thing, and I am sure that with regard,
particularly, to the failure of the
monsoon, the country is fully aware
now that we are going to face a really
difficult situation during this year,
and we are fully aware of the magni-
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tude of the task involved in it, be-
cause we do realise that whereas last
year there was some cushion available
because there wag a bumper produc-
tion during 1964-65, this year follows
one of the worst drought-affected
years, 1965-66, and therefore there is
no overflow from last year. There-
fore, we are fully aware of this, and
we are trying to take as many steps
as possible to meet the situation. I
can only assure the House that the
Government ig fully aware of the
situation and what is humanly possi-
ble will be done. I would like to
have notice about the question of thc
sale of children; I shall certainly
verify what has happened and from
which area, '

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: It
appeared on the 7th of October; was
he not able to verify it?

Mr. Speaker: He said that he wants
notice for that (Interruptions).

Shri Shree Narayan Das: What
arrangements are proposed to be made
for the sale and distribution of food-
grains in the drought-affected areas in
the various states?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Even last
year we had some experience of the
distribution of foodgains. There are
three methods: one to have statutory
rationing areas in big urban cities,
second, informal rationing and third
fair price shops. All these will be
adopted in the drought-affected areas.

Shri Kapur Singh: Have the Gov-
ernment by now heard of the circu-
lating whisper that every tin of gift
milk, instead of reaching the needy
persons, helps to buy a vote for the
Congress and, if so, what is being
done about it?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not think
the statement is correct, that every
tin is being misused. Though I am
not prepared to deny it and say that
there are no abuses at all by and
large it is reaching the children and
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nursing mothers for whom these are
intended.

tfaafafes: it waa wd
A 7 fagi< &1 g7 arT ART faT §, &
AT WTgAT § f 57 fagic ¥ far
TR # gfq o W 3w a@fs @
gf & fod & a0 a1 oq @er Fow
g & arfe o s g &1 awg §
FFA® ¥ ¢, I9F qig DF-IiF w7 A
T aga g ?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I could in-
form the House that Bihar is perhaps
the worst affected area in India dur-
ing the current year and therefore
very special measures will have to be
taken to tackle the situation there.
The first thing is the administrative
mochinery will have to be geared up
to meet this challenge and with “hat
administrative machinery we have to
take up all production programmes
which would yield immediate results.
Secondly, we will have to supply
Bihar foodgrains on 3 larger scale to
meet the requirements of the people
there.

st aedn:  F Sqraar Srgar
AT aIn ¥ g@ & a1 ¥ awi

" ®Y AR A ARG ATETT FY gAY G

gaeqT & a1t § O WS § 7 afk Ef,
A ¥ T q@ AT AFTEA FIHF
faa #9513 & 2w a1 W 2 ?

Shri C. Subramaniam: An official
team visited U. P. also and they have
submitted 5 report only yesterday. 1
have not yet perused it; 1 will peruse
it. As it is, my programme is to
visit Ludknow on the 4th to discuss
with the U. P. Government various
measures which will have to be taken.

oY AT 19T ¢ IFT WA AR
oA owEr § 7

WewA HEET : I I fray
g f& o 2 af Y, 3o P 3 €

NOVEMBER 1, 1966

Oral Answers 12

st fasaia qiodg :  Gar s g
g fw fa7 grat & faarg qmuw 9T
wEr ¥ g & ar ¥Ew g g
T T A T AYT Ay ARY
fod & 37 Tl o7 g@razr g o &
ag AT wgar g v owr fawm€
JIgA I9AeG FA F o g+ q7qT
H g 7 #1f Sy @19 vard ?

Shri C, Subramaniam: Yes, Sir, As
a matter of fact this is one cf the
measures on Which we are inlensify-
ing our efforts—to install pump sets
wherever water resources arc avail-
able for the purpose of pumping water
and using them for irrigation.
Wherever it is possible we are also
seeing to it that the pumps are ener-
gised with electricity. 1 should like
to assure the hon, Member that we
are trying to utilise the existing
water resources also for irrigation
purpose . . . (Interruptions).

ot femm geimw e FEr gfeangw
FTRE, 9 17 A, GF AT AA
FATFAT & ... ...

TR RQOTT : FAT HAT E, AT A%
FTF IAF AT ! A AqTT IFHA
FME, qgE TR

Y frm qztaw : ware 2| A
arfgdr |

TR AT AFY, AT 3 AT
wg

o) fem gzmas : gz o9 fowd

T g AW G
Shri Bade: The real difficulty is
that last time also there was drought
in M. P. This time also, drought is
there in 32 districts. The real diffi-
culty is, there is mo purchasing capa-
city among the Adivasis and kisans..
Even if you give them food or any
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other facilities, the real difficulty is,
there is no purchasing capacity. For-
merly, in such famine areas, main-
tenance allowance was being given to
all the kisans. Are the Government
going to give maintenance allowance
to the kisans so that they can pur-
chase food from the sastha dookans
or the cheap grain-shops?

Shri C. Subramaniam: The aim is
to have relief works which will pro-
vide employment and provide the
purchasing power by way of wages,
and this is only for the aged, sick
and the disabled. We will not be able
to give gratuitous relief,

Shrimati Savitri Nigam; There is
no doubt that Government has taken
very proper and praiseworthy efforts
to supply foodgrains to those living
in the drought-stricken areas. BRut 1
would like to know from the Gov-
ernment what steps they are going
to take to unearth the hoarded food-
grains which have been stored up by
the grain merchants and what action
Government is going to take to start
rabj sowing on a war footing?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Certainly, if
there is any hoarding, the State Gov-
ernments would not hesitate to bring
out the hoarded stotk particularly
from the bigger farmers and bigger
merchants, . As far as rabi sowing is
concerned, wherever moisure is avail-
able we are going to take up that pro-
gramme of sowing, even though tra-
ditionally there may not have been a
rabi crop there.

Shri A, P. Sharma: 1 have given a
Calling Attention Notice,

Mr. Speaker: May be, but I cannot
allow all Members.

) T A6 AT : MA  ARIE,
ug q@ # feafa fage &% el § 77
WY § # uF gra 7 Are wY fwa
A AT # W 3| AT @Y AT, A,
qrE-TE S ¥ oqar q¥rg arg &
faqra< & afgy § qar =« aar g7 f&F agt
T Y E Y & o SrgT g fR F R
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¥\ U9y § 9q T8 @ TA qng AT
qaT 47 dY gAY 93T @ H AT ATy
®I AT T I A% A 747 F]IT FIH
frar war w1 o) Far #@ § wrE
HC AT F97 Fan fEar ngar & gaF ary
# AT AqrgAr g ?

Shri C. Subramaiam: Every effort is
being made and will be taken for the
purpose of utilising whatever water,
resources are available, but because of
the failure of the monsoon, even the
traditional sources have got dried up;
we cannot help that.

A qWATE ARE.:  wEAW WG
zg, & faizq +% {5 A1 gare g &7
sa My F@ifE & sowr wAd F
fan fraeq #7 3 f& #Ef 7 39 7
w1 & g7 g w FEET wa
g fr 7t a1t 48 faw w51 &, A g
g a1 @rE AT T AT TF FY &
Tl gar g1

oW WA WIS, WET
Shri D. J. Naik.

Shri D. J. Naik: rose—(Interruption)
Mr,. Speaker: Order, order.
sivanTY : weAw  wgEd, W9

g47 %1 #fz¥ fr a7 qa7 7

weaw R # a7y W@OF )

st e qzamaw : o1 AT QBT
mar 2 FHET wary fasrargy

e HARa : Afad g8 aOw @
@A ¥ o

Y anr} : q@T 7@ A0 F q_W
o qell ot warg Ay A

st feam geamoE: T AT
FreraTar A1 |
Mr. Speaker: Shri Kishen Pattna-

yak is obstructing the proceedings. I
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will ask him to withdraw from the
House. I cannot tolerate that. I am
asking him to withdraw. (Interrup-
tion). I am asking him to withdraw
from the House.

=t e qeamae: @ § fF
HIS | Z@H g §qT8 FF A E |

(Shri Kishen Pattnayak then left the
House).

ot qe: gy qOF § WO
AZRA, AT AT AT grRa | AT
HAl @Y JaTa A @ ar fer sEE
gzwan fadr grm AT eww fdt &
qrg #1€ g T4 & | AN woy e
frat f orq ¥ 20 & UF I F UF
a1 faar {6 Fa1 sgaeqt ww aw F
€ &, Far i) Y S @Y § /YT =
] T qrr § A 37 waArdy w1 2
Sara A% faan mar AT wgw IEH
W e fgar a1 gaw FuT § sgaedn
g E |

wom AR F1E sqaEar gy
&\ 5 gr Aar AT SETe Aqar A 2
feam 1

»\ THAT® TTaa . q3EqT  FT
Seq § WA | S Tgi gafow qwr
srar & & S 9% s W7 g9
T ATHAT WY BT T I FT ATAA
g & "R § e AW F faw o w@
dwr &1 9319 91 f§ o9 faqrag &
qEW & qar =« wav 91 fF afor a9
W o Y A wrdaTdy <At A
AR AT aE A A, wE ANET
feafq % @1 #73 a1 § A AW T
! A A § 5 56 @
R wr &1 ag 7L ¥ fow
A ot & Jara w4 frerar § AR Aw
I a3 oy & AT 99 I9* fag wr
Fga1 § e srara feorarar Snd QY w19
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T fr agqaw 3 @I g AR g &F
% fo 98 92 & qTE 99 T4 |

W AT : SFA1T wETa g fam
& & gnd fagar @1 awar § ag @
FIATTEY T FL W & 1.

I WA A /AT AT Tof
TqT SEFT AT g1 Agy faAn §

VTR MG+ FEAHK qATH T
STy & qiX fedew wid gES) goad
F5 T gar:

o) URAAE qEA: WAL FAEAT
A & FAAT F SqI@  WF ar {BT
T8 ) qaran o @i !

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: Sir, the ques-
tion which you have permitted to be
asked is intended to -elicit objective
information and not a vague state-
ment in regard to anything having
been done or sought to ‘be done. 1If
the Minister, in a particularly cruicial
time of the country’s agricultural
economy, fobs off Members of ‘Parlia-
ment with that kind of answer, surely
we have 3 right of redress at Yyour
hands. If he does not give an answer,
he should be made to give an answer.
If he gives an answer which is vague
and evasive and no answer at all, he
should be reprimanded. Something
should be done about it. 1Tt is your
job.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: In the
supplementary a specific question has
been put. They got information
about - the failure of rains as early as
Tth September. What steps did they
take after getting this report to dis-
cuss it with them and what steps' do
they propose to take now. That was
the specific question. He says, what-
ever is poossible is being done, What
is this answer?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am laying
a statement on the Table. T can go



17 Oral Answers

on repeating all the things which we
arc attempting to do. But that will
take at least 10 or 15 minutes. I am
laying a statement on the Table and
there will be an occasion to discuss
it also. The hon. Member seems to
think nothing is being done. (Inter-
ruptions). 1 want to tell him that
everything possible is being done.
sl ymAeaw AR . FB A &l
T 2 & g8 SAFTE & WG O FgAT
RIUCALE

oW WERA ;W FA qiE &
arT A 73 wd 5 9 AW G @ g
Ifaa 78t & Faife qat oY 7wy Fr 2
fw g¢ uF qafew <3 v 91 @
a reply to a supplementary, al] those
steps cannot be detailed. Mr. Hem
Barua.

it vg fomd : oo g,
AEqT FT A F | FUT FAE FaAT
T &% gaveq qF 7y ¥ fadn =
qad w1 FWA) AHg gOd A E o
ST Zq SEIET & 92 # wigq @n
fa nw "y § SF. qava T fzar
I Y ATGHT FATA FJAT T | TF A1
sewr g s o fram 41 8, 38 qraw
# wqy FTar 93 g | 93 fem
g aF g 1 fagm 41(2) # @7 M@n

2:

“Right to ask a question”.

A= 4z & gq #wii %1 ag wfawre 2
& wo gw g8 AT IAFT ST Wy |
41(1) ¥ #gr At g

“for the purpose of obtaining
information on a matter of public
importance.”

a1 a7 fast & meeT Sy q@ Wy #
CECIEEER AL R Cif Ao RAC A EIrT
g 37 & A A, AW A, A A
I I &1 FEAA qgar § Ay wfaag
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qui fFe ¥ aqe fean g |dr & ar
JAGT ¥, Tg & AITE! WIHT T AT
& qedT g g !

qem RERW: FE ARE A
qTET TE E

sitwy femd :  F% a7 1Rz AE
AET TG & 7 gew FT AL a9
T G § FIT Aqa7 F@r § ! T
Tt 19 g @ & fr aige ww ek
e o

TR WEIW ¢ ATEY, WET |
ST gH qEAT |

Shri G. N. Dixit: Mr, Limaye has
read the rule partly and has misled
the House. He has mot read the rule
correctly. I want your permission...
(Interruptions).

Mr. Speaker: order. Mr.

Hem Barua.

Order,

Shri Hem Barua: May I draw the
atention of the Government, particu-
larly of the Prime Minister, to a re-
port in an American paper which
carries the banner headlines “Ameri-
can Food to keep Mrs. Gandhi in
Office—Fantastic US-India deal”? If
the attention of the Government,
particularly of the Prime Minister
has been drawn to this slanderous
report, may I know how far this re-s
port is correct, and if it is correct,
may we have the details of this sec-
ret deal? If it is not correct, will the
Prime Minister take the trouble of
contradicting it as early as possible?

Shri C. Subramaniam: It has noth-
ing to do with the subject we are
dealing with.

Shri Hem Barua: Sir, kindly read
part (b) of the question:

“(b) the measures taken to im-
prove the food situation and meet
shortage of foodgrains in differ-
ent parts of the country”.

May I draw your attention, Sir, to
Question No. 17 also?
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Mr. Speaker: 1 have read it.

Shri Hem Barua: Part (c) of
Question No. 17 reads like this:

“the measures Government
are taking to amcliorate the con-
ditions of the famine affected
people.”

The hon. Minister of Statq in his
reply made a reference to import of
foodgrains from foreign countries.
Here is a report in an American
paper that the hon. Prime Minister
has entered into a secret deal with
Mr. Bowles, U.S. Ambassador, that
America would give us food provid-
ed the Congress leaders gave an
assurance to keep Mrs. Gandhi in
office after the next General Elec-
tions. This is a very slanderous re-
port. That is why I wanted to know
how far it is a fact, if it is a fact I
want the details of the deal and if
is not a fact let the Prime Minister
contradict it.

Shri C. Subramaniam: This has
been denied categorically on the
Indian side and on the U.S. side. No
further denial is needed. There is ab-
solutely no basis for the report.

Feedgrains Policy Committee’s
Report

+
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Shri Surendra Pal Singh:
Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shrimati Renuka Ray:
Shri Jashvant Mehta:
Shri Indraj)it Gupta:

Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri Daljit Singh:

Shri P. R. Patel:

Shri D. C. Sharma:

Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, Community Development and
Co-operation be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have con-
sidered the suggestion of the Food-
grains Policy Committee for the crea-
tion of a four million tonnes buffer
stock and for the strengthening of
Government control over inter-State
trade; '

(b) it so, whether Government pro-
pose to lay a statement on the Table
giving their reaction to thig and other
recommendations of the Committeg;
and

(c) when they are proposed to be
implemented?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Govinda Menon): (a) to (c). The
various suggestions and recommenda-
tions of the Foodgrains Policy Com-
mittee which also include the sug-
gestions for creation of a four mil-
lion tonnes buffer stock and
strengthening of Government con-
trol over inter-State trade, would be
considered in the conference of the
State Chief Ministers to be held
shortly, and decisions taken there-
after.

Shri Basappa: May know what
criteria this Foodgrains Policy Com-
mittee has adopted in stating whe-
ther a district or a State is surplus
or not and, in reference to Mysore
State whether this Committee has
come to any conclusion that it is a
deficit State or a surplus State and if





