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Monday August 22, 1966/Sravana 31,
1888 (Saka) (@) afz i, @ &n arar s1 T

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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The Minister of External Affairs
(Shrl Swaran Singh): (a) Yes, Sir, I
visited France and UK. in May—June,
1966.

(b) The purpose of the visit to Paris
was to hold talks with the French
Foreign Minister in pursuance of the
agreement between the two countries
to have regular consultations. In Paris
we had a wide range discussions on the
international situation and on bilateral
relations.

After Paris I visited London from
3rd to 6th June to have discussions
with the British Government leaders
on matters of mutual interest.

ot fntfee fear @ woeitfa &
13 fagial 1 eara & 7@ gy vy Wt
TAAT AT IAHT HeAT gae Aqwi & a¢ aw
@Y Sar & uw aw f IEEY wod -
§@ ¥ g T A 9N fiF AT 2w T wAv
FaifEm s mFa ygrmar &
wrT AW g R st ot i wgi aw
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I F X A WA F fga § S\ w
¥ ¥y feg o ?
Shri Swaran Singh: [he Indian
Ambagsador in Paris and the Indian
High Commissioner in London were

fully consulted before these visits to
Parls and London were undertaken.

As I have indicated, we have agreed
to have frequent consultations with
leaders of France on matters bilateral
and also on the international situation.
On the last occasion, there wassuch &
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discussion in India and this time we
were invited by the French Govcin-
ment to have discussions in Paris.

Having gone so near the United
Kingdom, I did want to have a dis-
cussion with the British leaders.
Except for the last visit at the time
of the Commonwealth Prime Min-
isters’ Conference when confercnce
matters were generally discussed, 1
did not have any opportunity to
discuss matters, and, therefore, I
undertook a three-day visit to I.ondon
also.

oft frafa frg 0 @ bud am e
& 7Y gAfewsz @, 10 T awE
% sara § AR faesh and v fide
goR faars @i, &1 g amEl &
N § oTE¥ gy gwk A A A
gA3MAT 2wt & ufuwifal & v ana-
T Y, TY  F AF q€ FATC ANLF
Wy, 38 § gue! faae) awemT faey ?

Shri Swaran Singh: I would very
strongly repel the suggestion that the
French attitude towards wus s
indifferent. In fact, the French atti-
tud> to us is very friendly, and on
various matters including the assess-
ment of Chinese designs and Chinese
policy there is a very large measure of
identity between the French view
and the Indian view.

It is true that our relations with
the United Kingdom, particularly
after the last Indo-Pakistan conflict
were under considerable strain, but
after the last talk that our Prime
Minister had with Prime Minister
Wi'son in London some months age, I
did no'ice that there was a greater
understanding of our position even ia
the British circles, and the talks that
1 had also gave me an opportunity to
clarifv our stand and to say categori-
cally how we felt on certain matters.

Bhri Shinkre: Clarify our stand?

Mr, Speaker: Yes, that is what he
has said
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Shri Swaran Singh: It is true that
some arms that have been captured
ar recovered from the Nagas arc of
foreign make, but I am unable to say
more about it. Perhaps, my colleague,
the Defence Minister who is here,
may be able to throw some light on
it.

The Minister of Defence (Shri Y. B.
Chavam): I think I had mentioned
this matter on the.floor of the House
that one French weapon had becn
found, and I had personally taken up
that matter with the French
Ambassador here.

=t ®o ATo friy : AT &R
& faar 1 go Fo arm At & F qor
qr |

Shri Swaran Singh: I did not have
any talk about military supplies
because the Defence Ministry is deal-
ing with that matter.

. WMo T ATET Wiigw : d@ N0
w0 W fanesc & faReft @
N Fl F wror & 7Y qAT 48 QW F)
w1 oz & § f& o fadw Halt o
wiw § ¥ IEY aww agi ¥ O w A
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TeaEa &G ¥ fag df o A s
g q§ A FT welv o qarhAw Adt
aawd 6 Gar w17 a8t & Ty Y 7
T %%, agi fadw welt s fmr
gl ¥ aE@AN  ?

8hri Swaran Singh:
cated that T had gone

I have indi-
there for a
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specific purpose, to have consultations
about which there was an earliwr
agreement between the Government
of France and India. It is true that
some of the agreements can be sigred
by the ambassadors also, but the one
signed by our Education Minister in
Paris had special significance, and he
during his visit not only signed the
agreement but had very useful and
important discussions about matters
which are of great interest to us.

Mo TW wART g ¢ weaw
e, fakm wa 9 o fagia ¥ warw
93 a1 AT A1fPQ | I qGT A | W
w1 Aforg Troga g A T qw W
T =ed f5y ! g o owa
aars e wmar & ?

WETR WEY : AT | WA IR

o TR AAET Aifean: Y orarey
gmr ofgg

. WETR RIS ¢ & 37 ¥ q@d Ay
AFFAT | TAANE FACHARAT § AT
wadde Jeifafaw & zaF fom
t fomsma qtex U C
TEiEg Y aaaT g fawia b fegwe ¥
9 g T §1 agt & fagw Wy F AT
q@ER ¥ g feafa & faaa &
ot qarad foar | |t § ag AT e
g f& w7 agi wravd g fedla & daw
¥ faie fang faar d0 wifussra o
qIIHE FRANT AT FILAAT T LT
SR FF qTRIY aW a4 @l § WK
farRie &3 wr &, v 5@ ¥ @Aw H
o fadm Wt wEem A gquwg fen
T feqr ar T qvast #v qan wfa-
frr @ ?
Shri Swaran Singh: Naturally both
these matters which are of great im-
portance and significance to us did

come up for discussion both in Paris
and in London.
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Y fagarra Qe : 3 Y wfafen
o 7
Shri Swaran Singh: It is very diffi-
cult to give details of the talks,

ot wieTT T A (Fer ) X
qg FAT STgaT § fv oy wiw 7
faen AR wim N arar A §, e
geaged qifsam # ghea 2
W § AR aifem ) 727 #<
w8, a1 gEd At § W oway
T AT RTH A A |&ograw
frpar , 9@ ) amww W & g @
foar § av wifer g

TR HEAX qg AT § ?

Shri Swaran Singh:
ready been answered.

This has al-

Shrtmtl!.l Savitri Nigam: During his
talks with the French Foreign Min-
ister, did the hon. Minister make any
mention about the future of the test
ban treaty and nuclear free zone? If
so, what was the reaction of the
French Foreign Minister and the
French Government?

Shri Swaran Singh: The House is,
no doubl, awarc that France is not a
signalory to ihe partial nuclear test
bar treaty. They are continuing to
adopt this policy and have not altered
it.

Shri D. C. Sharma: I am very glad
that our country has arrived at an
agreement with France for bilateral
discussions and 1 was also glad that
our hon. Minister visited that country
recently. During his visit to France
and UK, was he able to discuss a very
liYe and burning issue which is agi-
tating the mind of the whole world,
the issue of Vietnam, and if 80,
what was the reaction of the French
Government to the i<sue of Vietnam,
and also the reaction of the UK.
Government to Vietnam?
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Shri Swaran Singh: Vietnam was
discussed both in France as well as
in England, and the French assess-
ment of the situation in Vietnam is
almost identical to the assessment that
we have of the Vietnam situation. The
French, however, have been taking
for some time the view that the
present time is not an opportune time
for making any worthwhile or signi-
ficant peace move. The British attitude
in this respect does not coincide with
ours, and I took the opportunity to
exchange views, but that difference of
approach 1o the Vietnam problem
between the Indian stand and the
British stand remains.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know in
what respects the hon. Minister, during
his visit to the United Kingdom
found that the British Government
has now got, as he said, a better
appreciation of our stand during the
hostilities with Pakistan? On what
points did he find that the UK, has
changed its views now compared with
the views it held at that time?

Shri Swaran Singh: They tried to
explain the various circumstances
that prevailed including the state-
ments made by them, and we pointed
out how in certain respects the atti-
tude that they had taken was not
correct, and in certain cases they
admitted that they did not have be-
fore them the overall victure when
they put forward certain statements.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: This is not my

question, 1 asked on what specific
matters they have changed their
attitude. This is a general reply

which has always been given. Why did
he say tlis in the original statement?

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether the question relating to
India's relations with the Eurgpean
Common Market was discussed, and
if so, what are the specific aspects,
and with what results?

Shri Swaran Singh: This was also

discussed because we had the economic
expert also with us,
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Could the
hon, Minister appreciate and assess
the obvious feeling in France like
other continental countries that the
Indian stand could not be appreciated
better because of our relation with
the Commonwealth and with the
British?

Shri Swaran Singh: I think there is
now greater appreciation of the
position that notwithstanding our
membership of the Commonwealth
we look to other countries to under-
stand their viewpoint and to explain
our viewpoint.

Economic Aid Programme for
Afghanistan
+

*570. Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohja;

Will the Minister of External
Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are consi-
dering a flve-year economic aid pro-
gramme for Afghanistan; and

(b) if so, when the agreement will
be finalised and signed?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
8ingh): (a), No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise. However an
Indian Delegation led by the Secre-
tary, M\nistry of Externa] Affairs
visited Afghanistan recently with a
view to increasing technical and eco-
nomic cooperation between the two
countries. The Delegation finalised
with the Royal Afghan Government
the terms and conditions of the cons-
truction of a 100-Bed Children’s Hos-
pital in Kabul.

Other avenues of cooperation bet-
ween India and Afghanistan were also
explored and various requests receiv-
ed and suggestions made are now under
examination. These include supply
of agricultural equipment and imple-
ments, the deputation of experts from
India, the undertaking of a survey,





