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Shri Surendranath Dwidvedy :
Apart from this particular case which is
under adjudication, the Minister himself,
Mr. Bhagat himself, promised in this House
during half-an-hour discussion about a
vear back that they had come across scme
papers which they were examining and that
they would prosecute this Bird & Co.
May I know whether that examination has
been finished and, if so, why no prosecu-
tion has been started as yet?

Shri B.R. Bhagat : If I remember a
right, what the hon. Member raised was in
regard to some company law offences—
matters connected with company law
matters. That has been separately taken

up and wWe are pursuing that matter.
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Shri Onkar Lal Berwa :
Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : »

Will the Minister of Finance be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the attention of Govern-
ment has been invited to a press report
appearing in the Times of India dated the
3rd June, 1966 that Chinese opium is being
bartered for Indian gold in Ceylonese
territorial Wwaters and coastal plains by
communist Chinese smugglers; and

(b) if so, Government’s reaction there

to?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Finance (Shri B.R. Bhagat ):
(a) The news item has come to the notice
of the Government.

(b) Enquiries made tiarsugh various
sources indicate that the news item lacks
substance. India is a major producer of
opium and as such the possibility of opium
being smuggled into India from outside
is less likely. There is so far no evidence
to suggest that Chinese or their agents
are smuggling opium into India in exchange
for Indian gold. We have, however,
altered all enforcement agencies.

Shri Hem Barua : What is this
‘likely’ and ‘less likely’ 2 It is very vague.
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Shri Jashvant Mehta : This news
item was published and this is also a known
fact that opium is smuggled into this
country and is also exported. Will the
hon. Minister say what was the machinery
which investigated into this matter and
bow Government came to the conclusion
that this news item was not correct?

Shri B. R. Bhagat : Is the hon. Mem-
ber referring to the machinery for detect-
ing or checking opium smuggling? We
have the enforcement agency under the
Excise Act and the Customs Act.

Mr. Speaker : He wants to know the
machinery which Government employed
for coming to this conclusion that this has
not happened.

Shri B.R. Bhagat : It is based on
evidence; there is no physical evidence
of that.

Shri Jashvant Mehta : May I know
how many cases of opium smuggling have
been traced up still now?

Shri B. R. Bhagat : 1 want notice of
that question.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Are there
reasons to believe that whereas Karl Marx
wrote that ‘Religion is the opium of the
people’, the neo-Marxist imperialist dis-
tortionist Chinese now think that “opium
is the religion of the people” and, therefore,
they are indulging in large-scale export of
opium from their country to other countries
properly or improperly, by smuggling or
otherwise, so that they could make the
people in other countries as religious as
they are?

. Mr. Speaker : Shri Madhu Limave.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath
you disallowed my question ?

: Have

AUGUST 18, 1866

'
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Mr. Speaker : I have heard the ques-
tion... .

. Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : Let
him answer whether there are reasons to

believe like that ? It is a perfectly his-
torical question. I am sorry that you do
not appreciate the historical aspect of it.

Mr. Speaker : I have disallowed it.
Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : Why
have you disallowed it ?

Mr. Speaker :
have disallowed it.

I have to say that I

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : Are
they indulging in such exports? If the hon.
Minister cannot answer the historical part
let him answer the other part of thc ques-
tion.

Mr. Speaker : That is not the infor-
mation which can be in the specific posses=
sion of this Government.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : Are
they indulging in such exports ? Are
there reasons to believe so ? If Govern-
ment have no rcasons to believe so, let the
hon. Minister say ‘No’.

Mr. Speaker : I think he has said it..

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : He has
not said that.

Mr. Speaker : He need not say it,
but it is obvious,

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath : It is
very unfair I am sorry to say that about
your ruling but I have to submit to it willy-
nilly, more ‘nilly’ than ‘willy’.
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Shri Warior : Itisa known fact that
opium had been smuggled to Ceylon
for so long a time.  May I know whet-
her the price obtained at Ceylon or in
the waters of Ceylon for Indian opium
is less than that for Chinese opium? In
order to permit this exchange between
gold and opijum to take place, what ig
the price which opium gets at ceylon
as a result of which this smuggling is
resorted to? May I know why this
smuggling is going on. There is a
competition in Ceylon now tetween
Indian opium and Chinese opium,
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ShriS. M. Banerjee : Which is bet-

ter in taste?

Shri B.R. Bhagat : It is not for me
@ siy row much opium is smuggled
into Ceylon. How can I answer this
question?

Shri Warior : There is a competiton
between Indian and Chinese opium
in Ceylon,

Mr. Speaker : Is the hon, Member
referring to competition in {exports
or to smuggling ?

Shri Warior : I am referring to smug-
gling from India to Ceylon.

Mr. Speaker : What can the hon,
Minijster say about this ?
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Soviet Assistance for India’s Foarth
Plan

*523 Shti P. .\'I-enhtnrbh
Shri P. C. Borooah :
Shri K. C. Pant :
Shri D. D. Mantri t
Shri D. C. Sharma :
Shri Surendra Pal Singh :
Shri Bade :
Shri. Kashi Ram Gupta

Will the Minister of Planning end
Social Welfare be pleased to state :

(a) whether he led a delegation to the
USSR for discussion about India’s
aid requirements for the Fourth Five
Year Plan;

(b) if so, the extent of project and non-
project aid sought; and





