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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, September 6, 1966/Bhadra 15,
1888 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of
Yo the Clock.
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[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Kendra-
para): Sir, may I introduce to you the mew
Leader of the Opposition in this House,
Shri Satya Narayan Sinha, by my side.

Shri Tyagi (Dehra Dun): Have you cross-
ed the floor!

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
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The Minister of Planming and Social
Welfare (Shri Asoka Mehta): (a) Govern-
ment are not aware of the existence of the
Institution named ‘International Secretariat
for Volunteer Corp’. However, there is an
Inter-Governmental organisation known as
“International Secretariat for Volunteer
Service” of which India is a2 member. It has
no office in India nor any of its representa-
tives is stationed in India. It has no volun-
teers of its own.

(b) Planning Commission is concerned
with the subject of public cooperation in
national development. In that capacity it
looks after the work of, and supports the
activities of, volunteer organisations. Since
one of the major functions of the Inter-
national Secretariat for Volunteer Service
is to cooperate with organisations engaged
in coordinating national volunteer pro-
grammes, the Planning Commission main-
tains close contacts with the International
Secretariat for Volunteer Service.
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() The International Secretariat for
Volunteer Service is an inter-Governmental
organisation of an international character,
India is 2 mefiiber of both the Assembly
and the Council of this international
organisation. Government have no reason
t think that this orgamisation is indulging
in any anti-Indian activity.

Oral Answers

(d) and (e). It is not a fact that the
CBI had conducted any enquiry into the
affairs of the Intemational Secretariat for
Volunteer Service.

f) In view of the replies to (a)
above, the question does not arise.

to (e)
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‘Shri Asoka Mehta: My enquiries made
from the Ministry of Home Affairs tell me
‘that no such investigation has been made
and the question, therefore, of placing any
Teport on the Table of the House does not
‘arise.
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Shri Asoka Mehta: As I have made it dlear
carlier, this Secretariat has no volunteers of
its own and, therefore, there is no question
of its volunteers going anywhere and doing
anything. It is merely a co-ordinating or-
ganisation. It has a sccretariat that tries
to pool experiences together and share
them. It is true that a proposal has been
made that the international conference be
held in India, This matter is still under
discussion with the ministries concerned,
including the External Affairs Ministry,
The final decision about that conference
is still to be taken because the details about
which are the countries to be invited and
all that are being still worked out.

st §FH T T : T AR,
Y g0 17 7O A fF et gemaar
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order.

ot g¥9 97 w7 . F9 T A
A 1 7 7 & = arg w5
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# FgF WA
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has given the

answer. If you are not satisfied, you may
ask for a half-an-hour discussion.
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order.

Shri Hem Barua: The hon. Minister has
just now said that this international Secre-
tariat for Voluntecr Corps does mot have
any volunteers. In that connection, May
I know what scrvice this organisation is
expected to perform ?

Shri Asoka Mchta: It collects informa-
tion and experiences,  There are 70,000
volunteers of this kind working in national
programmes as well as international pro-
grammes scattered all over the world, I
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think, something like 94 oountries are in-
wolved. Something like 40 countries or
more are associated with this organisation.
It is a secretariat only. It pools experi-
ences of different countries. It provides
technical assistance wherever needed. It
is a kind of clearing house of information.
It has no volunteers of its own and India
contributes a certain amount of money, as
many other countries contribute to this
organisation.

Shri Hem Barua: May I scek a clarifica-
tion,

ST} PR X TG $ AAT T |
TS TEF AT OO & G ag | R AW
=7 33 faega a€l oAt

Mr. Deputy-Speaker Order, order. The
answer has been given. If you are not
satisfied, you can ask for a half-an-hour
discussion..

=t §PN o FFI : WTH WG,
g sy fndt awa ® Y a AT
@ AR weE Hoadt A W

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am sorry I cannot
go back.

=Y g%A =T TR A% 6T %
ATHIT 99 I4Y § Bogew g9 &9 Jrev

g?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: If you are not satis-
fied with the answer, You can ask for a
half-an,hour discussion.

=t gPH T FITA: TF WG qT
&7 &gt wnd § ! Ara qH ea} fedarsy
gt forqar =t ¥ arer g 7

Shri S. M. Banerjee: I would like to know
whether it is a fact that this  particular
organisation in which 8o many countries are
there has been inspired by the US. Gov-
ernment and vhether it is a fact that some
of the persons who are working in this
organisation for the purpose of exchange of
information on planning and other things
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are working as spies and are trying te
sabotage our plan ‘as far as the -“publi€
sector is concerned, N

Shei Asoka Melita: I have already replied.
to this in my written reply.

Shri Vasudevan * Nair: Although the
Minister stated that there are no volunteers
in this country as part of this voluntary
service, there is some office for the exchange
of information, May I know whether any
foreign persons are working in this office ?

Shri Asoka Mehta: Which office?

Shri Vasudevan Nair: I am told there is,
some office or centre for the exchange of
information.

Shri Asoka Mehta: I said that there isno
office in India. I have said that they have
no office in:India -and théy have no volun-
teers. It is- an internatlonal secretariat
where this work is done. India contributes
$ 4500 per year as a member of this infer-
national “secretariat.

Shri Vasudevan Nair: What for ?

Shri Asoka Mehta: Tt jGined it because,
as I sa2id, 40 countries have joined it and
through this organisation a variety of
experiences are being pooled together. .

Shri Joachim Alva: Has the Planning
Commission ever called for youth bodies
from all over India, young men and women
out of our “Universities, who are ready to
come and work for the country? Have they
prepared a list of their names and have
they ever called them for rendering service
instead of importing volunteers from other
countries who get -into our vital sectors of
economy? I do not find fault with the
‘Americans. They are a most hospitable
nation, they welcome us and we send our
young men there. But why get foreign
volunteers and smuggle them into our vital,
classified sectors of our economy doing
harm to the security of our land ?

Shri Asoka Mehta: We have in our coun-
try volunteers drawn from 'eight different
countries. Secondly, as I pointed out, im
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about 90 countries of the world. this kind
of programme of international cooperation
is being carried on and the Government of
India feels that this is an area where this
kind of international cooperation is wel-
come. Wherever volunteers are allowed,
they areassigned duties that are determin-
ed by the State Governments and all this is
done under the strict direction, guidance
and control of the State Governments con-
cerned.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I know
where are the headquarters for this Inter-
national Volunteer Corps and what precise
service do we get from it, being a member
of that. for which we pay about 4,000
dollers. No volunteer, no service, nolhing
in this country?

Shri Asoka Mehta:.I have made it clear
over and over again that the headquarters
of this particular Secretariat are 1in
Washington. As far as the services are
concerned, I have made it clear that it is
a clearing house of experiences from
different countries. ..

Shri Nambiar: Experiences in what?

Shri Asoka Mehta: Experiences about
internationa] volunteers as well as national
volunteers. I said that 70,000 volunteers
are working.

Shri Nambiar: Volunteers to do what?

Shri Asoka Mehta: To do the kind .of
social work. 1 am sure the hon. Member
is fuliy aware of the kind of social work
that is being done, If he is not aware. 1
shall be happy to give him the information
on some other occasion,

i T fag ;. gETY AWAE
qa1 7 ag TE AT ¥ 37 g A
FFATER F17 ¥ fargeama &1 391 @wa
2, gmrT 34 9 #1 fz7 van 2, (= oo
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graeg #7727
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The Government of India feels that the
benefit, that we derive from getting all this

kind of information and sorted-out experi-
ences is worth paying 4500 dollars.

shri Raghunath Singh: May I know how
many Indian volunteers are working out-
side India, especially in America?

Shri Asoka Mehta: We have no organisa-
tion for this purpose. As far as the United
States is concerned, they wanted to organize
what they call Reverse Peace Corps.  Six
Indians were sent for the Reverse Peace
Corps. They have been asking for many
more people, but so far our résponse has
been that we are not in a position to send.

ot 370 fag : I rreawr S, ag oY w9 4-
¥aF AR wEalzsd & T miefa
I v ATgIfvF WIeIA-9eTT #71 49 &
T=gT A1gT & & e =g g fw
T FT @A A F Ay g@ER W
4T IITT FT WY & 7
Shri Asoka Mchta: I do not know what
was the last par* + the question. Can he
Tepeat it~

ot 3z Fag: & ST TR
fF 77 1 @D 3]/ ¥ oy
TR AT ST FT G & !
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Shri Kapur Singh: What steps are Gov-

emment taking to encourage this cultural

exchange between various countries ?

Shri Asoka Mchta: This is not a question
of cultural exchange. This is volunteer
service; to the extent that cultural exchange
takes place from volunteer service, it is
there.

Shri Jaipal Singh: The hon. Minister said
that it was mter-governmental and, second-
ly, it was a volunteer organisation. I do
not quite understand Why we are a member
of this organisation when we are not con-
tributing anything at all. Our country
cannot go on receiving voluntary service all
the time without providing any volunteer
service. I would like to know exactly why
‘inter-governmental’ comes in this voluntary
erganisation. -

Shri Asoka Mechta: Tt is not a voluntary
organisation, The Governments of 40
countries have come together for this pur-
pose and settled this secretariat. That is
why it is an inter-governmental organisa-
tion. There are volunteers who may be
sponsored either by the Governments or
by non-offitial bodies-but who are support-
ed by Government. Take, for instance, the
volunteers from the United Kmgdom.
While they come here, they are being look-
ed after by the British Council in our
country.

Shri Jaipal Singh: We cannot provide
volunteers ?

Shri Asoka Mehta: As far as we are con-
cerned, we can provide volunteers if we
are willing to spend money on sending
them at our expense to foreign countries
and maintaining them at our expense in
foreign countries. I do not think that India
would want to do that kind of thing, and
that is why we have felt that it is not our
responsibility to send out volunteers, and
if we can we would like to send them to
our neighbouring countries if ever we can
do this,

Shri . Kapdappan: Unfortunately, the
kind of replies that we are getting do not
justify the amount that we contribute. May
1 know from the hon. Minister some speci-
fic instances or some specific cases where
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this kind of work is being done in India?
Could he mention some specific services?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has already
given the answer.

Shri Asoka Mehta: I have said that after
all, it is for Government to decide; I have
said that this is an intergovernmental
body. Government feel that this amount
that we contribute is worth the return that
we are getting in the nature of the pooled
experiences that we are receiving. Here,
the judgment of Government has to be
accepted.

= fagmac wq@ gy wTAAE
Tt St Y qamr i ors A F -
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Shri Asoka Mehta: There are 700 volun-
teers from the United States, 62 from
Britain, 32 from Canada, 57 from Germany
and 10 from the Netherlands; there are
Danish and Swedish volunteers also, but ¥
have not got their number with me. Some
from Japan ‘are coming.

=t fagmawars : 39 FTEW W@
27

Shri Asoka Mechta: They are: food pro-

duction and allied programmes, rural
public health, school teaching. especially
science and ‘youth work, small industry,

consumer co-operatives, urban community
action, etc. On all these, I think the Plan.
ning Commission Nas placed a report om
the Table of the House long back.
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Shri Gauri Shankar Kakkar: May I know
from the hon. Minister the tangible and
specific results as a result of this pooled
information which it would not have been
possible for us to have with our own
means ?

Shri Asokxr M¥Hta: As I have pointed out
ilready, here are various countries working
in different countries, and various countries
have got volunteers working in their own
countries also. The Governments of 40
countries have come together to pool their
experiences. If hon. Members want to
kfiow what concrete experiences have been
pooled up, I shall ask them to produce the
Teport and then place it before the House.

Shri S. Kandappan: Let him please do so.

Shri Asoka Mehta: But the point is that
this is the kind of work that this secretariat
has been doing. The Governments of 40
countries have thought it worth their while
that this experience is worth analysing
0 that concrete conclusions could be
drawn from it,

Vimla

Mr. Deputy-Speaker:  Shrimati

Deshmukh.

PN AT FIIA@ SIS
wgEa, # Mg ¥ SHaET WAl 7|
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Mr. Deputy.Speaker: Order, order. Please
sit down.
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Please do not dis
turb now. qq Ffs )

Shrimati Vimala Deshmukh: How many
out of these volunteers are for girls, and
what particular type of work are these
volunteers doing ?

Shri Asoka Mehta: I require notice.
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