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LOK SABHA

Friday, September 2, 1966/Bhadra 11,
1888 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR, SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Foreign Exchange for Films

*808. Shri Yashpal Singh: Will the
Minister of Commerce be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the deleterious effect on the Film
Industry resulting in the curtailment
of the Industry’s productivity because
of the shortage of foreign exchange;
and

(b) if so, the measures contemplated
to remove this bottleneck?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) and (b). The
Foreign Exchange allocation to the
film Industry for import of Raw Films,
Studio equipments and other ancillary
items has not been curtailed at all.
Under the present circumstances more
foreign exchange release is not possi-
ble.
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Shri Shashi Ranjan: After devalua.
tion, what is the total quantum of
foreign exchange issued and what is
the proportion issued to the film in-
dustry?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Presently we
have realeased Rs. 2 crores. Another
Rs. 2 crores will have to be released
in due course. Ome can say in the
overall, it is Rs. 4 crores against which
there are exports of films expected to
earn Rs. 4 crores to Rs. 5 crores. These
exports and imports more or less
balance themselves.
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Dr. Ranen Sen: We have foreign
exchange difficulties and there is re-
duction of import of film from foreign
lands. Is it a fact that there are
many cases in which licences have
been given to producers to import raw
film without any assessment of the
capacity of the producer concerned to
produce good films which would be
not only popular in India but which
would be exportable?

Shri Manubhai Shah: No such licen-
ces are given. In the first instance,
the entire import of raw film is linked
to export earnings. In the case of
coloured films, about 75 per cent of
export earning will be utilised to im-
port raw film and in the case of black-
and-white, it is 37.5 per ~ent. It is
directly linked to export performance.
The distribution of raw stock among
producers is done in consultation with
the Film Advisory Committee on
which the major film producers’ asso-
ciations are fully represented. We
have had no case of complaint where
anybody could say that the distribu-
tion has not been done correctly.

Shri D. C. Sharma: What is the
highest quantumy, of foreign exchange
paid to any film company during the
current year? May I know why so
much of foreign exchange has been
paid to that company and for what
film it has been given?

Shri Manubhai Shah: I have 1o
knowledge about individual film pro-
ducers. If the hon. member cin name
any producer about whom he is inte-
rested in knowing the information, 1
can supply it. But I can say that
no producer is treated separately as
far as the Government is voncerned.
The Indian Motion Picture Producers’
Association and the various regional
associations of film producers are
all represented along with the Minis-
try of Information and Broadcasting
in our ministry in distributing raw
stock.
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Shri Hem Barua: Sir, my hon.
friends have drawn the attention of the
hon. Minister to a picture called “Love
in Tokyo”. Although there is suffi-
cient space for love in India, the whole
scene is shifted to Tokyo and  this
picture has succeeded only in present-
ing certain snapshots of the scenic
beauty and architectural grandeur of
Japan. It is a fit picture for any In-
formation Bureau, if Japan has one.
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May I know, in that context, whether
while allotting foreign exchange the
Government are satisfied or get them-
selves satisfied with the script and
the type of picture that the producer
wants to produce?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Yes, Sir, as
far as the film industry is concerned,
it is looked after by my colleague, the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting. I am only concerned here
with the overall import vaiue of raw
films. If the hon. Member has any
precise information about a particular
film, there is a full-fledged Ministry
which looks after that and the ques-
tion can be put to that Ministry.

Lean from Agency for Internmational
Development -

+
Shri Viswa Nath Pandey:
*809. Shri Ramachandra Ulaka:
, Shri Dhuleshwar Meena:

| Shri Dighe:

Will the Minister for Railways be
pleased to refer to the reply diven to
Starred Question No. 1153 on the
15th April, 1966 and state:

(a) whether the exploratory talks
with the United States Agency for
International Development regarding
the loan to import equipment for the
manufacture of diesel locomotives in
India, have been finalised; and

(b) if so, the main features of the
agreement arrived at?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri Sham Nath):
(a) and (b). Following the explora-
tory talks with both the Agency for
International Development znd  the
Export Import Bank, a loan has now
been sought from the Export Import
Bank of Washington. The loan appli-
cation is receiving the consideration of
the Bank.
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Shri Priya Gupta: May I know
whether the Government of India,

Ministry of Railways, will make an
honest and sincere attempt to see
that for the future consumption of
these items, for which this foreign
loan is being utilised, they can be
produced in the country itself so that
this loan will be properly atilised and
this loan may not be utilised ¢nly for
importing the ingredient materials
alone?

Shri Sham Nath: Every sincere at-
tempt is being made to increase the
indigenous content. At oresent it is
about 30 per cent, it is expected that
by next year it will go up to 44 per
cent and thereafter there will be pro-
gressive increase in it. But it will
take some time.





