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LOK SABRA 

Tuesday, August 2, Ul66ISra~an:it 11, 
1888 (Saj(~). 

The Loic Sabha met at Eleven of the 
CloCk. 

tMR. Sp£AXER in tIre eMir.] 

oRAL ANSWERS 1'0 QuESTlOrQ-S 

Aid From oel&ium 
+ 

·180. Sllri BliawWat :t1Il\ Azall: 
Shri M. L. DWlvtdl: 
Slui S. ,C. Samanta! 
Shri Subodh HallSda: 

~ill the Minister of, Food, Agri-
cultu~: CommlJDity Develiip.,n-,nt 
and Cooperatl6n be pleased to state: 

(a) whether a 'Solidarity with 
India' Campaign wlI$ started.in 
Belgium, in May, 1966 issuing 10 
million forms through shops asking 
Belgia.ns to give at least 50 francs 
each for India; and 

(6) whether this campaign to paint 
India in SUch riiise~able eonditloh 
~as done with the previoos consui-
tation of Government? 

The illhuster Or state in !he MhIJ,-
~j)f F;~l ~~eii\t~~J ~oo.un\JII.ity 
.. eveloPiii~n. and Cqo~ration (Shri 
Gbvtnlia.M~n:Ol1J: (a) The Belgian 
Govermnent, through the Belgian 
Committee for Campaign against 
Hung!:r ob~erved a ,"day of soJicip.rity 
with India" ari the ist, Ju!;ie, 1966, for 
raIsIng funds mainly to finance pro-
jects Iheant to increllse the oatput bf 
Indim agriculture. This committee 
opened II Posta! Aecount of "Soli-
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'darity vVith India~'and distributed 
10 miJ!r6ri \l-ost'al s\lbscript1on for-ms 
!ill over. Belgiipn. t;l.1,mUgb the coope-
'ra,tion ,of . sh"bps! ifePartn).e~~al-, store~, 
large .. !i~s •.. ,!,dye\iisi!lg agencle~etc. 
On each fbh'n was 'printed a r!:q1.!est 
to deposit a sum of 50 Belgian francs 
to the Postal Account in favour of 
India. 

(b) No, Sir, The campaign was 
organised entirely at the initiatiye 
of the Government, of ,Belgium. 
According to the reports reCeived by 
the Govermnent. the Belgian Govern-
ment made. elfortsat ea~h st~g~ to 
avoid painting a sensational picture 
of conditions in India . ahd to fbtus 
the attention of the ,Belgj.an public 
on .. the long-term needs of the Indilm 
economy, particularly in the agri-
cultural sector. 

S~ri .Bhagwat Jha. ~a!i: Does the 
dbvernment regard tliat to d!stribute 
a form to every Belgian asking for 
depositing a mere pittance of 50 
fr!,llCs is a,nything other than paint· 

·ing India in a miserable condition in 
that country? Why has iiilt the 
G:0vernrnept ,protes,tec;l against it by 
saying tMt this is libt so? 

Shri IndrlUit Gupta: They are 
proud Of it. 

The MiniSte~, ~ Food, Agrte1iitilre, 
c:,~iiunu.iliiY, "Dev~OpMellt al\~ po-
operatio,n, (SJtri, C" Subr~!D).: 
The questiori of protest does not arise 
particularly when it is done by a 
friendly country wltb a triendly 
motive. We htive pOinted out to our 
Embassies to contact the filreigti 
Governments anB to ensure, that 
such bitid pictures of the conditions 
in India shOuld not be depicted for 
the purpOse of collections. 

Shri Bhapat Jha Azad: Will the 
Gbverntnelit of IndIA reject Uiis 
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offer of a mere pittance by saying 
that we will not accept such charity, 
what is called, the shameless thing, 
from them? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not 
know whether it will be proper to 
rej ect this. We will certainly take 
into consideration what the hon. 
Member has mentioned when an 
offer is made. So far no offer has 
been made with regard to this 
amount. 

.q) ,,"01<'110 m~: ~ ~, 
it ~ ~ ~ f.( 'flIT 'iITm m:;m 
if;*"~Tit~~~~ 
srpf;rr 'Ii'T 'fT fit; ~ ~<mr;tT ~ 
HI" ~ fif; ~ GTif 'liT mr~ it~ 
;f~ if; ~~ <n: ttlt 'Ii"<: ~, "~ 
~ WI' 'liT Clfro, ;;r) ~ if; ~ 
if; ft;ro; q;mr 1ii'F ~?"; m-~, en 
~ m it ;f~ ~ ;tT ~ 5lfcr-
flitillT .n I 

~~l1~: ~ ~ it 
~rorr~fit;~~~~ I 

lIlft~mt!::~itWl'if; 
em: ~~? 
Shri S. C. Samanta: The hon. 

o Minister just now said that under 
the Campaign against Hunger, the 
Belgian Government asked Belgians 
to give money for India. May I 
know whether, under this pro-
gramme, any money was collected 
by them for any other country? 

Shri C. Subramanlam: I am sorry 
I have no information. I can say 
that not only this year but even in 
the past there used to be t'ollections 
under such programmes for the de-
velopment of under-developed coun-
tries in which India was also included. 

Shri Subodh Bansda: Under this 
Campaign against Hunger, why is it 
that all the propaganda was only 

towards India? Has it not pulled 
down the status of the Indian people? 

Sbri C. Subramaniam: Perhaps, 
they took into account the conditions 
that prevailed during the current 
year in which there was large-scale 
drought. But my impression is that 
these drives are made in regard to 
the other countries also. 

.qT~T :~*"~~ 
m 'Ii'T ii'fT <RiT fit; ~ ~ ~ om; 
~ ~ f'FlfT gm wmr ~ W lIT 
~~,;;r)'Ii\1;r'Ii'T~ 'IiT~~;;r) 

~ lIT fm ~ ~ ~ 'iITm 
~ '!iT flf<;rr ~, ~ m:orn: it lj~ 
if; ~ W!"fr 'Ii"<: ;,m <r f<;rln-~ I 

Shri C. S~ramaniam: I do not 
think that this should be taken as 
begging for anything. In the world 
community, wherever distress arises, 
there is now a spontaneous response 
to help those areas. For example, 
We in our own country try to help 
another part of the country when it 
is in distress. We have collected for 
other countries also whenever dis-
tress occurred there. Therefore, 
when help is offered in conditions of 
distress and scarcity, it does not 
mean that it is begging. I should 
think that this is a recognition of the 
fact that a world community cons-
cience is developing that no part of 
the human community should be 
allowed to suffer. 

Shri IDdrajit Gupta: A little while 
ago, the hon. Minister said in con-
tradiction to what he is saying now-
he implied-that certain lurid gic-
tures had been painted abroad about 
India's condition. 

Shri C. Subramaniam: No, no; it 
was the other way. 

Shri IDdrajit Gupta: He said that 
he was trying to correct the lurid 
picture or something like that. The 
other hon. members also heard him. 
I would like to know whether he 
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~ got any information as to whom 
he considers responsible for circulat-
ing this lurid picture as a result of 
which not only in Belgium but in 
many other countries-Latin America 
and Europe-schooJ children and 
other people have been giving volun-
tarily small donations from their 
pocket money in order to help 
Indians who are supposed to be 
dying in millions out of s~'lTVation. 
Is the Government not responstble 
in any way for that? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I might say 
with all respect and humility that 
discussions in this House also contri-
bute to the spread of the idea that 
there are starvation deaths and all 
those things associated with famine 
and acute scarcity. We cannot prevent 
that. Therefore, from that point of 
view, when a friendly government 
makes a drive like this, we cannot 
say that they are doing something 
wrong. But, on the other hand, we 
have impressed upon the Govern-
ments and we have sent specific 
communications that they should not 
paint lurid pictures. Generally they 
have accepted our suggestion. 

Shri Bem Barua: Is it not a fact 
that this image about India being a 
starving, famine-stricken country has 
been created by the statements made 
from time to time by our Ministers 
depicting such a picture? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: On the 
other hand I think I mentioned in 
this House that in an assembly of 
all the ambassadors I pointed out 
that the exaggerated pictures of 
starvation deaths etc. that are depict-
ed in the foreign press in their res-
pective countries should be stopped 
and they all agreed and to my know-
ledge most of them have sent com-
munications to their governments in 
this regard. 

~" ~ ~ 1l:fTII1~ 

+ 
*181. -n f~~ SImi{: 

-n plf ;r.{ ~: 

IIlT~;n'f f~: 
lilT ~Of;q: 

'flIT WRr, tf~, ~QIfi ~ 
<'f'qT ~ mfr ~ ;rcrf.t iIft 'lm if> ~ 
fit;: 

(i!» 'flIT ~ 5l[I;; l5~, 19-

66 ij; "~" ~ <ref it ~ 
~'Ift~f~tfIU~fit;~ 
~'R~~~f.romoo 
"lit .ntt fWr ~hfl1U ;;rr ~ ~ ; 

(\11") llfG~, cIT <flIT ~ ~ '1ft 
~'Ift~~; ~ 

(11") ~ ~ it '""" cr;t; ~ 
~~fit;if~~? 

The Deputy Minister in the MInis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Commuulty 
Development and Cooperation (Shri 
Shinde): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The report in the "Shakshi" 
about smuggling outside the country 
was of an indefinite nature which 
could not form the basis for initiat-
ing an enquiry. 

(c) Does not arise. 

-n ~ srmq : >.fill'!, 'flIT ~­
~ 'Il1~ ~ i!>T 'ffiT ~fit; mm it~ 
mTt ~ g{ q:r, ~ 'lTS" ~; 
CI'{lf if I it ~ 'lIl'A1 ~ ~ fit; <flIT 
~~~~ij;.m:it~~ 

..". ; llfG~, cIT ~ ~ ~ ~11" iIft 'iT 
~~'flIT~f.m;n; liR~, 
cIT~~~'R~man: ... 
~fll;~mTt~~? 

-n~~~~T: ~ ~ 

mm~mr~~1 

Shri. Shinde: This pertains to ,the 
period, April-May. In April-May, 
there was no restriction on the move-
ment of vanaspati· from Delhi to 
outside areas. So the term 'smug-
gling' used by Shakshi has no ~ 




