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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.
{Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
<

*180. SAri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hansda:

Will the Mmlster of Food., Agn-
culture, Community Develompent
and Cooperation be pleased to state:

witﬁ

(a) whether a ‘éolidarity
India’ campaign was started in
Belgium in May, 1966 issuing 10

million forms through shops asking
Belgians to give at least 50 francs
each for India; and

(B whether this campaign to paint
Indxa in such mlserable conditioh
Wwas done with the previous consul-

tation of Government?

The Minister of Siate in the Minis-
try of i-‘ood A;ricultur Qommum‘y
bevalo]ﬁnent and Cooperatlon (Shri

Govinﬁa Meriop): (a) The Belgian
Government through the Belgian
Committee for Campaign against

Hunger observed a “day of solidarity
with India” on the lst June 1966, for
raising funds mainly to ﬁnance pro-
jects reant. to increlise the odtgut of
Indian agriculture. This committee
opened 4 Postal Aeécount of “Sdli-

1760

all over Belgmm through the coope-
ratlon _of shop,s, departmental stores,
large ﬁrms, adverhsmg agencles etc.
On each form was printed a request
to deposit a sum of 50 Belgian francs
to the Postal Account in favour of
India.

(b) No, Sir. The
organised entirely at the initiative
of the Government of Bélgium.
Avecording to the reports received by
the Government, the Belgian Govern-
ment made eﬁorts at _each stage to
avoid painting a sensational picture
of conditions in India . and to focis
the attention of the Belgjan public
on the long-term needs of the Indian
economy, particularly in the agri-
cultural sector.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Does the
Government regard that to distribute
a form to every Belgian asking ¥or
depositing a mere pittance of 50
franes is anything other than paint-

campaign was

-ing India in a miserable condition in

that country? Why has not the
Governmept protested against it by

saymg thdt this is not so?

Shri Indrijit Gupta: They
proud of it.

'l'he Mlmstq; of Food Agriculture,
Communi!y _Development_ and. Co-
operatlon (Shrl C. Snbra.manhm)
The questlon of protest does not arise
particularly when it is done by a
friendly country with 4 friendly
motive, We have pointed dut to our
Embassies to contact the féreign
Governments and to emsure, that
such litid pictures of the conditions
in India should not be depicted for
tHe purpose of collettions.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Will the
Govertimeht of Itidid refeet this

are
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offer of a mere pittance by saying
that we will not accept such charity,

what is called, the shameless thing,
from them?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not
know whether it will be proper to
reject this. We will certainly take
into consideration what the hon.
Member has mentioned when an
offer is made. So far no offer has
been made with regard to this
amount.

E ﬂoIﬂ'lo i Tow wRew,
# ST =vgan § w0 wre aw
F A st ¥ dafm wER ¥ @
TH AT FY @Y R I s Y wew
2 stra fip ag T 7 a1 g ¥ AT
i F T3 T gA 7w, Y
g T F Ay, N g F @y
& fau o= g% ¥, afz &, &
| AR § o Aforaw FIET # ;v qGfq-
e il

weae Wiy : fafre ame &
v fem g e gy Y A 2

=t R fag: Jafmw & &
R Fgr g7
Shri S. C.

Samanta: The hon.
. Minister just now said that under
the Campaign against Hunger, the

Belgian Government asked Belgians
to give money for India. May 1
know whether, under this pro-
gramme, any money was collected
by them for any other country?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am sorry
I have no information. I can say
that not only this year but even in
the past there used to be collections
under such programmes for the de-
velopment of under-developed coun-
tries in which India was also included.

Shri Subodh Hansda: TUnder this
Campaign against Hunger, why is it
that all the propaganda was only
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towards India? Has it not pulled
down the status of the Indian people?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Perhaps,
they took into account the conditions
that prevailed during the current
year in which there was large-scale
drought. But my impression is that
these drives are made in regard to
the other countries also.

oY I A AR wReE T@
A Y T FG 5 7T RE T TAF
¥ gweeT frar gam waTS o duT A
IR &, A W A feew w1 @ sy
Fafsmw ar fadt o) e & Wi
TEL H1 e g, A g § 4@

& fgme gws T Iaw 7 faargn
Shri C. Supramaniam: I do not
think that this should be taken as

begging for anything. In the world
community, wherever distress arises,
there is now a spontaneous response
to help those areas. For example,
we in our own country try to help
another part of the country when it
is in distress. We have collected for
other countries also whenever dis-
tress occurred there. Therefore,
when help is offered in conditions of
distress and scarcity, it does not
mean that it is begging. I should
think that this is a recognition of the
fact that a world community cons-
cience is developing that no part of
the human community should be
allowed to suffer.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: A little while
ago, the hon. Minister said in con-
tradiction to what he is saying now—
he implied—that certain lurid pic-
tures had been painted abroad about
India’s condition.

Shri C. Subramaniam: No, no; it
was the other way.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: He said that
he was trying to correct the lurid
picture or something like that. The
other hon. members also heard him.
I would like to know whether he
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has got any information as to whom
he considers responsible for circulat-
ing this lurid picture as a result of
which not only in Belgium but in
many other countries—Latin America
and Europe—schoo] children and
other people have been giving volun-

tarily small donations from their
pocket money in order to help
Indians who are supposed to be

dying in millions out of starvation.
Is the Government not responsible
in any way for that?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I might say
with all respect and humility that
discussions in this House also contri-
bute to the spread of the idea that
there are starvation deaths and all
those things associated with famine
and acute scarcity. We cannot prevent
that. Therefore, from that point of
view, when a friendly government
makes a drive like this, we cannot
say that they are doing something
wrong. But, on the other hand, we
have impressed upon the Govern-
ments and we have sent specific
communications that they shculd not
paint lurid pictures. Generally they
have accepted our suggestion.

Shri Hem Barua: Is it not a fact
that this image about India being a
starving, famine-stricken country has
been created by the statements made
from time to time by our Ministers
depicting such a picture?

Shri C. Subramaniam: On the
other hand I think I mentioned in
this House that in an assembly of
all the ambassadors I pointed out
that the exaggerated pictures of
starvation deaths etc. that are depict-
ed in the foreign press in their res-
pective countries should be stopped
and they all agreed and to my know-
ledge most of them have sent com-
munications to their governments in
this regard.

FAwfa F1 a@wT =TI
+
*181. ot fagaT w3 :
ot geR T wgET:

SRAVANA 11, 1888 (SAKA)

Oral Answers

1764

=t weare fag:
Y TATATAT

1 amw, #fN, awnfas faww
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fF:

(%) 71 9% = 15 W, 19-
66 ¥ “grelt’”’ wHTAK 9 ¥ wTfOq
AR #1 AR feomar @ @ 5 &2
T g geeafa faoelt ¥ fadet 2wy
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(@) afz &, at 7 z@ AT Y
T R TE g AR
(1) 3= =g A w9 aF feaA
safer frerme fea m &7
The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community

Development and Cooperation (Shri
Shinde): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The report in the “Shakshi”
about smuggling outside the country
was of an indefinite nature which
could not form the basis for initiat-
ing an enquiry,

(¢) Does not arise.

=t fadwaT s ofiwe, | a3
FI AT T a1 1 a7 § f arely §
e swrfoa g 4, SuF 19 3B .
aqq ¥ & ag s g g fw oA
X F 37 aq@l & IR § g =
X ; afz gf, @ ag 9w fFg 3 v 97
o aF 7 fased faaer ; afe @),
A TIF T AA X foFg wmER 97

qg< v ag o o & 7
st gtz T fgad . emfesr #1
qrefy A e wr )

Shri Shinde: This pertains to .the
period, April-May. In April-May,
there was no restriction on the move-
ment of vanaspati- from Delhi to
outside areas. So the term ‘smug-
gling’ used by Shakshi has no rele-





