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The Lok S,.bha met at EIe_ of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SP~AK&R in the Chal~J 

ORAL ANSWER TO QUESTION 

SHoRT NOTICK QUESTION 

ElqII...... Ia TamIIaram Area 
+ 

I.N.q. M. 811r:1 llalakn.u.: 
811r:1 HaUllah: 

Will the Minister ot Det_ be 
pJeBBed Ito state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that explo-
lions took place several times in Tam-
baram area recently due to the actio 
vit.ies of the Air Force; 

(b) whether explosion. are taking 
plaee to demoliah big bulldinga in the 
~elcl area; 

(e) whether the exploeions have 
been caused by elll'th tremora; and 

(d) whether any investiption hBB 
been conducted to find out their cause 
and if so, lile result thereof? 

TIle IIIbdater .1 8tate 1a the IIIIab-
&q 01 Def_ (Sbri A. H. 'I'bomu): 
(a) and (b). No explOlions have been 
caused in Tambaram area either by 
the activities of 'the Air Force or by 
the demolition at big buUdiDgI 1a the 
aiI:hId area. 

(c) and (d). The Director Of 8eU-
molal)' at the Directorate c-ral at 
Observatories, New Delhi, visited 
'hmboIram and Inveetlpted the matter. 
Prom the facta tum1shed by him, the 
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Government of Madras have auured 
the public that the· effects observed 
in and around Tambaram during the 
last few weeks were due to &enuine 
earth tremors of mild intensity and 
that there was no cause for alarm. 
The Sta'te GOV'l!rnment are alia taking 
steps to arraqe for a study at the 
seismic tremors in Tambaram by III) 
expert Of the Geological Survey of 
India and for an olllcial of the India 
Meteorological Department to be 
posted at Tambaram for personally 
studying the ·phenomenon. 

Sbri 8aIakria1uaua: Is it not a tact 
that the Director at Observatories who 
has been deputed there to inquire into 
the matter hBB accepted that they were 
explosionl due to the destruction 01 
bomb. and old weapons In that area 
some time alo? 

Sbrl A. M. Th_: [n fact, in thla 
particular case, earth tremor. took 
place between 24th March and 17th 
April. The la.t explosion that bu 
taken place a. a result of trials 
or experiments by the Air Force 
has been on 3rd March 1888, that 
ii, 10ftI before, when 25 lb. bombs 
were demollshed individually for in-
structional purposes. Net explosive 
content Iblllllted each time was lesa 
than a lbo. and demolition was carried 
out on approved site durin, day in 
clear weafher when the wind .peed 
was 10 knot.. NearHt civilian dwel-
Ii .... were more than , miles away. 

So that this hBB absolutely nothInI 
to do with air force experimeDla or 
an;vthIn, 01 that kind. Durll1&' Ihla 
perjocI, the Air Force had been II1akinIr 
no· expertmeDla at all or caUlial any 
el(ploaions. The Jut 0.... as I .aid, 
WBB OIl ~nl March. Tbt. -' at ex-
perimen'ta have been conducted tor a 
lon, number at yea,.,. in that parti-
cular piaee. 
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I may also say that earth tremors of 
the type which have occurred there 
are UBually accompanied by lOund 
resembling the firing of a gun or 
muftled underground explosion, .0 
that naturally people thought that it 
migh~ have been caused by explosions 
caused by Air Force experiments. But 
the IAF had a'bsolutely nothing to do 
with that. This has been due to earth 
tremors that occurred during this 
period. 

Shri Muthlah: In view of the fact 
that the frequent earthquakes which 
occurred recently in the Colorado re-
gion of America. which was free from 
earthquake. for over a century. were 
caused by human factor namely, by 
army men who sank a deep shaft into 
the ground and pumped down thou-
."nds of gallons ot waste water into 
it. does the Minister think that the 
T, ",baram tremors might have been 
c.·,sed by some human factor, at least 
in Hrectly? 

Shri A, M.~: It was not 
caused by any human factor in this 
'particular case. It was natural. 

IijIrl Hath Pal: I am glad this has 
come before the House in the form of 
a short notice question, because I had 
tried to raise it under a calling atten-
Uon notice, 

The Minister has stated that it is 
seismic tremors which are causlns 
this. Though I do not know what the 
normal rule is, whether we trust ex-
Ministers or present Ministers, please 
hear what Shrl T. T. Krlshnamachari 
has to say about these explosions: 

''Mr. T. T. Krishnamacharl, 
former Union Finance Minister, 
who lives very close to the I.A.F. 
alation in Tambaram, Is deHnite 
that the explosions emanate from 
inside the station. He does not 
believe that any security consl-
denrtlons could be Involved In this 
matter. The explosions clearly 
1II!em to be a threat to the safety 
or the buildings in the area .... 

''Jlxpreaslng In very strong terma 
the disapproval of the I.A.F. opera-

tions which he and the rest of the 
Tambaram residents ·believe to be 
the cauS'e of the explosions, Mr. 
Krishnamachari said that the State 
Government should investigate the 
matter and see that the operations 
carried out in disregard of public 
safety were put an end to." 

Where do we stand? Here is an ex-
Finance Minister of the Union Gov-
ernment, not once but twice, insist-
ing that they are emana ting from the 
I.A.F. Here is the Minister of State 
who says no. 

Another thing. Is It not desirable 
that, when there was a controversy in 
the whole of the southern papers, the . 
Ministry should have taken the initia-
tive in making a statement? Our 
efforts were thwarted because of pro-
cedure. Why do they come so late? 
You must tel! them. The Hindu, a 
very respectable paper in the South 
and other journal. every day carried 
front-page news about the explosions 
and the controversy. He should have 
come out with a statement earlier. 

I~l A. M. Thomas: To err is 
human, and when there was this sound 
like a gun shot or muffled explosion. 
even eminent perlons are liable to err 
in these mattere. In fact, I have aloo 
come across a statement of the former 
Finance Minister. That appeared, I 
think, on the 16th or 18th April. The 
next day there was a denial by the 
lAF authorities, and subsequently, on 
the 18th April. the Public Relations 
Department of the Government of 
Madras Issued a detailed statement in-
dicating how 'these tremors have hap.-
pened, and that these explosions had 
absolutely nothing to do with the 
Air Force at all. 

Although I am a lay man myself, I 
had a discussion Mth the technical 
people Mth regard to this matter, and 
they told me that all tectonic earth-
quakes are caused by rubbing of rock 
masses against ellCb other, and because 
of that the perceptible earth move-
mente nre accompanied "" oound 
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which is described by observers aa 
that of gun lire or a mumed explosion 
or the passing of a truck. So, there is 
no wonder a mistaken impression has 
been created. 

Shri S. Kandappan: The statement 
made by the former Finance Minister 
is not so harmless as the Minister of 
State has tried to mak'E' out, because 
I find that people af(' feoling panicky 
due to the contradictory slatements, 
since Mr, T. T. Krishnamachari was 
strongly of opinion that the earth 
tremors were not so mild as made out 
by the seismic peOI'ie there. It was 
more deep-rooted and more violent. 
In view of that I would like to know 
whether the Government is prepared 
to make further enquiries and further 
studies and convince the .public that it 
is not 'Very dangerous. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: It is not Ilt all 
dangerous. I wanted to allay the fears 
of the han. Members also in Ihis 
mailer. None of these tremors have 
been recorded by distant stationa like 
Delhi even by the high magnillcation 
s.ismographs, confirming thereby the 
weak nature of th~ tremors, Some of 
these tremors have been recorded by 
the high magnificotion seismographs 
installed at the Astrophysical Observa-
tory, Kodaikanal, Melerological OftIce, 
Poonn. and by the high magnification 
seismographs installed by the Atomic 
Energy Commission. It may be noted 
that the intensity was rather low; it 
ranged only between 2 and 3, roughly 
21. It is only when it is from. • to 8 
that it becomes dangerous. These 
tremors were, I do not say. quite 
harmless. But there i. no cause for 
alarm and there is no damage to any 
of the buildillll!l. There has not been 
any damage in the area. 

8hri P. Venbtuabllalah: May I 
whether earth tremors have occurred 
frequently In the same place and whe-
ther this haa got anything to do with 
the preovlous explosions that had been 
conducted by the lAP' and If that Is 80, 
whether that upect hu been fOlIe Into 

by the director general or whoever il 
is? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: Yes, Sir. It h •• 
nothing to do with the IAF. I h.ve 
also said that the usual explosiVe con-
tent that is blasted comes roughly to 
live pounds. These live lb.. explosion 
could not create all these things. The 
place is four miles remOV'ed from 
human habitation. I may also submit 
that even the pr~vious explosions by 
the JAF had nothing to do with this. 

s,brl S. Kandappan: Shri Krishna-
machari said that the doors and 
windows rattled. 

Mr. Speaker: Now, we huve to get 
information from the government and 
not from Mr. Krishnamachari. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: It appearo 
from Ihe gtalement that there w ..... 
nothing connected with air force ex-
periments. I would like to know wha-
ther it is a fact thaI a similar rumblinlr 
sound of an explosion was also heard 
and you were kind engough to alk the 
Minister to givP u. some Information 
.about it. That waa n""",r lupplled to 
this House. I would like to know whe-
ther In Deihl also It was due to _ 
earth tremors or due to some explo-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker: Delhi remains far 
away, at leaat during this question. 

Sbrilnatl Savltri Hiram: The han. 
defence minister laid that aeveral 
seismographs r«orded thaI It wa. an 
earth tremor. Why could not they 
give this information earll.". In order 
to .ave a lot of panic and mlaunder-
standing.! It ha. also ruuIted In a 
statement by the e>HInance minister. 
Why could not thpy giv" It earlier? 

8hri A. M. TIao ... : Soon after this 
report appeared, the real po.lllon w .. 
explained by tlte IAF followed by an 
announcement of the Madra. l(OVeI'D-
ment. n III not correct to say that _ 
dJd not take note of these reports. 




