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discussed this question with the (c) if so, whether Government have 
owners. given their approval; and 

Shrl IIldrajlt Gupta: No, it is not 
being paid; they say it may be paid 
next month. 

8hrl A. P. Sharma: The han. 
Minister has stated that the position 
of the collieries is such that it was 
necessary to increase the coal price to 
pay the bonus to the workers. What 
machinery have Government got to 
check up whether the collieries are 
makrng less profit or enormous profit 
·or tht'y are not running at a loss? Do 
; they check their balance sheets? 

Shrl S. K. Dey: Cost accountants 
on behalf of the Ministry of Finance 
are now inquiring into the cost of pro-
duction of a representative section of 
.collieries in the country; their report 
·Is expected very shortly. 

Shrl A. P. Sharma: He has said 
that they are examining and inquir-
ing. But earlier he said tlmt the 
c:=ollieries' condition is such that they 
cannot pay the bonus. So, without 
concluding the enquiry, how did Gov-
ernment come to this conclusion that 
they are not in a position to pay. 

Shrl S. K. Dey: 'l"llere is also a re-
curring !ludy continually made by 
the CO<lJ Controller'. office into the 
position of the collieries and their 
-cost of production. 

ExpansiOn 01 Panna Dlamolld Mine 

+ 
'779. Shrl K. N. Tlwary: 

Shrl P. B. Chakravertl: 

Will the Minister of Mines aud 
·Metals be pleased to Itate: 

(a) whether the Panna Diamond 
1IIine. the 1IIain supplier of the indus-
tri'll diamonds. is proposed to be 
expandf'd with the collaboration of a 
British firm; 

(b) whether the said ftrm has sub-
mitted a project report; 

(d) whether it is a fact that Hun-
gary has agreed to provide a plant 
for the treatment of diamonds? 

The Deputy Minister In the Ministry 
01 Mines and Metals (Shrl S. A. 
MeM\): (a) to (c). The Panna Dia-
mond Mines consists Of two prospects 
-Ramkheria and Majhgawan. On 
the basis of further prospecting C'8r-
ried out in the Ramkheria area, the 
Consultants Mis John TaylOr & Sons 
of U. K. have prepared a rrvispd Pro-
ject Report. This Report is under 
consideration of the Government. 

The development of the Majhgawan 
Mine had been recommended by them 
earlier. This Sch .. me has been s.mc-
lioned by Government and is under 
implementation. 

(d) Yes, Sir. An offer for the 
supply of a treatment plant for the 
recovery of diamonds at Majhgawan 
has been received from a Hungarian 
Trading Company. The olter is under 
eX'Smination. 
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The estimate is that out of the Ram-
kheria mines there will he a produc-
lion of 11,250 carats of diamonds per 
annum, and from the Majhgawan 
mines 22,500 carats of diamonds per 
annum. 

Shri K. D. Malaylya: Is it not a 
fact that the implementation of the 
Majhgnwan lIeld and the prospecting 
programme of the Ramkheria mines 
have run very Inte now, that they 
could have been started earlier If the 
prospecting work had been expedited, 
say, a couple of years back? 

Shrl S. K. Dey: The consultants. 
Messrs. John Taylor & Sons of London, 
who are experts in the subject, sug-
gested further exploration before the 
mines could be developed. 

8hrl K. D. Malavlya: Is It not a 
faet that this is the second or third 
time that Messrs. John Taylor & Sons 
haye admitted their failure and sug-
gested another prospecting? 

8IarI S. K. Dey: 1 do not know, Sir. 
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Shrl S. K. Dey: A total amount of 
Rs. 145 lakhs has already been spent 
in preliminary work of study, dril-
ling and development of the mines, 
and a certain quantity of diamonds 
has been extracted in a preliminary 
way only. Full production has yet to 
start. 

8hr1 Bade: Is it a fact that due to 
that collaboration with the British 

firm in M.P. the old diggers. old per-
sons dealing with Panna diamond have 
expressed great resentment and they 
say that they will be put to great loss? 
Has the Government received any 
complaint from these peraons? 

Sml S. K. De),: Tbere Is no collabo-
ration with anybody. We are only 
taking consultant services. We haye 
no knowledge at the moment of any 
serious complaint from anybody. 

Sml I. P. Iyotlahl: When will full 
production be started in the mines? 

Shrl 8. K. De),: By the end of 1967 
according to present estimates. 

Shrl D. C. Sharma: May 1 know if 
prospecting for diamonds is being 
done in other States also and if any 
market in foreign countries had been 
found for these diamonds because in 
India people have lost all interest in 
diamonds? 

Sbrl 8. K. De),: I am not aware that 
people haye lost interest In diamond. 
in India; people are interested in all 
gems. 

Dr. L. M. SblChyl: May I know 
when the last prospecting .urvey ... 
made of the Panna mine. and with 
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what result and whether the Govern-
ment is cognisant of the fact that 
because of lack of scientific approach 
and lack ot application of resources. 
the Government of the country hal 
lost very considerably because these 
mines have not been exploited at all 
scientifically? 

Shrl S. K. Dey: I cannot account for 
what has happened in the past. I can 
only say that it is a fact that the 
Geological Survey of India has been 
doing general survey of the country 
and intensive explonlUon that is indi-
cated is now being conducted tor the 
past few years. 

Mr. Speaker: Mrs. Reddy must be 
interested in diamonds. 

Shrimatl Yashoda Reddy: I want to 
know whethe,' the government hal 
taken an overall survey of the whole 
of India and apart from this Plinna 
and other known diamond areas. any 
other part of the country is going to 
be prospected. Is the government 
going to do anything? 

Shrl S. K. Dey: There is the general 
.urvey for all mineral sources which 
is being conducted all over the coun-
try for all kinds of minerals. I cen-
not say at the moment that there i. 
any other source of diamond of Buffi-
cient quantity. 
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Mr. Speaker: Shri Indrajit Gupta. 

Shri Indra,llt Gupta: I had tabled a 
totally different question and that had 
something to do with the railwaY" 
purchase of coal for loco sheds. It haol 
been clubbed alone with this quealoa. 




