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-Shl ‘Bhhgavatl: Generally we tulfil
the demands put on our stores depot.
But sometimes there may be difficult-
les. Aq far as 1 can find out from the

- figures, there is rully no shortage as
such, but there is difficulty about
supply of paper. That was why some
cut was imposed in the stationery to
be supplied. Ag a matter of fact, the
exenditure and percentage has in-
creased very much. From this, it will
be evident that this Ministry has made
the gupply as required,

ot g1o A1o fwrdt ;. QwEd
Tafregu v felzomey X & fag
wn g ww o §, afe g, @
o w1 T e 7

Shri Bhagavati: Yes, there are some
P under ideration of the
Ministry regarding decentralisation
of the budget for paper etc. and also
decentralisation of small-value items.

8hri D. C. Sharma: While the sup-
ply of stationery has been curtailed
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by 10-15 per cent, and it is a step im
the right direction may I know whe-
ther the workload which was being
carried before has also been reduced
by 15-20 per cent?
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Shri Bagavati: No. As a matter of
fact, it has gone up very much. Traffic
in the Railways and P & T has also
gone up. There is expansion also.
About 200 new offices are being creat-
ed every year.

Shri D. C. Sharma: Does the open-
ing of new offices indicate increase im
workload? It indicates a lowering of
the workload.

Shri Bhagavati: There is no dec-
rease in workload, But some economy
has been effected in the use of sta-
tionery. There is a screening com-
mittee for screening printing of pub-
lications, periodicals, forms with &
view to save paper.

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: e is
new to the Ministry.

Shri D. C. Sharma: | want a clart-
fication. The quanity of stationery sup-
plied has been reduced by 10-19 per
cent. Sp the workload has been re-
duced. Then the hon. Minister says
that the number of offices opened
every year has gone up to 200.

Then he said that there was saving.
What is this?

'Shri Raghunath Singh: Saving.

Shri Bhagavati: Saving has beem
effected in each office because of this
economy cut. But there is expansiom
of development work and increase of
offices every year. So the total
volume may be more.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: Have Govern-
ment taken any final decision to de-
centralise the functions of the Central
Stationery Office at Calcutta through
which centralised irmdenting and pur-
chase of stationery and office equip-
ment has been done so far or, are
they still idering repr
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made in this behalf by the employees
which show that expenditure will
increase rather than decrease if this
decentralisation proposal is carried
out?

The Minister of Works, Housing
and Rural Development (Shri Mehr
Chand Khanna): As far as the ques-
tion of decentralisation is concerned,
that decision was taken two or three
years ago, We have been trying to
impl t that decision. We are
opening now offices in Madras and in
Bombay, and we are expanding our
office in Delhi. The position is this
that during the last few years on
account of the plans and development
projects, the increase in the work of
the Communications Ministry,
Defence, Railways and all that, the
number of indentors has increased
from a few hundreds a few years ago
to about 7,000. There has been a
steep rise in expenditure to the ex-
tent of 133 per cent. So, the idea
today is that we should try to de-
centralise our work, so that we be-
come a little more efficient and also
meet the demands of the indentors.

I met these workers in Calcutta
only about a week or 15 days ago,
and 1 have told them that as far as
their service interests are concerned,
1 shall see that they are properly and
adequately safeguarded.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: My question
was not answered. My question was
whether this proposed decentralisation
if it is carried out or to the extent
it has already been carried out is
going to increase the expenditure of
the Government on indenting and
purchases of stationery and office
equipment, rather than the present
centralised system.

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna: 1 do not
think so. What we propose to do is
this. There is a regular inspection
wing in the DG.S.&D, Our idea is
to pass on more work to them. Then
there are small indents worth about
a few hundred rupees. We are giv-
ing sanction to the ministries con-
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cerned to indent to that extent. So,
1 do not envisage that there will be
increase in expenditure. It will lead
to more eficiency and possibly it may
even lead to a certain amount of
reduction in expenditure, but I can-
not vouch for it.

Shri Bishwanath Roy: May I know
whether the expenditure relating to
office i and stati y is in
accordance with the estimate made at
the beginning of the Third Plan?

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna: The in-
dents are made on this Ministry by
various indenting ministries. 1 am
trying to evolve a formula by which
the ministries concerned also become
a little responsible at the time of in-
denting, because now the expendi-
ture on stationery is not shown under
the expenditure of the respective
ministries. So, I am making these
ministries responsible. Let them
look into their own expenditure, so
that expenditure is controlled. That
is our idea in going ahead with it.

Shri Bishwanath Roy: He is talking
of the future, not the past,

Mr. Speaker: He has already ans-
wered.

Fourth Plan
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