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-Shri Shinde: I have already stated
the factual position. This year's pro-
duction is likely to be higher by about
40,000 to 50,000 tons. It is not expected
{0 go much beyond that.

Production of Wheat ang
Cereals

+
*125. Shri Hukam Chand
Kachhavaiya:
Shri Prakash Vir Shastri:
Shri Jagdev Singh
Siddhanti:
Shri Linga Reddy:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
8Shri P. C. Borooah:
Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, C ity Devel t and
Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) the estimated preduction of
wheat and other cereals during the
rabi crop in 1965-66 and how does it
compare with the last year’s produc-
tion; and ’

other

(b) the likely rate of growth to be
achieved In the food production this
year?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Deévelopment' and Cooperation (Shri
Shyam Dhar Mishra); (a) and (b).
A statement containing the available
information is placed on the Table of
the Lok Sabha.

Statement

(a) Firm estimates of productfon
based on crop cutting surveys of
wheat and other rabi cereals during
1065-66 are expected to become avail-
able only sometime in July, 19668 after
the close of the agricultural year
(July-Junc). However, on present in-
dications the production of wheat and
other rabi foodgrains is expected to
show a decline during 1965-686.

(b) According to tentative estimates
based mainly on qualitative reports,
total food production in the country
¢his year is expected to show a decline
of about 12.5 million tonnes or near-
ly 14 per cent over the previous
year's record output of 88.4 million
tonnes.
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Shri P. C. Borooah: What is the
additional area of land brought under
the plough this year and what is the
estimated production out of this land?

Shri Shyam Dhar Mishra: The
additional area under high yielding
varicties programme for the next
year in the Plan is about 4.5 million
acres.

Shri R. S. Pandey: What is the
criterion adopted in this matter? 1Is
the potentiality for more production
is also taken into consideration while
giving more help to the States?
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Shri Shyam Dhar Mishra: The help

is determined on the basis of perform-

ance of States and the possibilities of

production in those States.
Nyushin 18 fer L A. C.
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*126. Bhri Ram Sewak Yadav:
Shri Bagri:
Dr. Ram Manohkar Lohla:
Shri Kishen Patinayak;
Shri Yashpal Singh:
8hri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Shri Hem Barua:
Shri Karnl Singhji:

Will the Minister of Transpert,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Unstarred Question No. 1950 on the
Tth December, 1865 and state:

(a) whether any decision has since
been taken for the purchase of Ilyu-
shin 18 from the U.S.SR.;

(b) if so, its details; .

(c) if not, the reasons for the de-
lay; and

(d) the time by which the deeision
ig likely to be taken?

The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Transport and Aviation (Shri C. M.
Poonacha): (a) to (d). No decision
could be taken as Government are
still awaiting additional particulars of
this aircraft, with particular reference
to the modifications suggesteq by the
Corporation and the cost of the air-
craft as a result thereof.
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Shri C, M. Poonacha: I would
request the hon. Member to repeat
his question.
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Shri C. M, Poonacha: We have made
certain suggestions to the manufac-
turers in USSR. As soon as we
receive their reply as to the modi-
fications that could possibly be adopt-
ed in this particular type of aircraft
and the resultant exira cost thad
would arise thereby, we would be
able to take a decision on the matter,
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: At the t
we are considering the purchase of
other types of aircraft also but this
particular aircraft is found to be very
suitable for ceriain trunk routes. All
these available details would be care-
fully examined before a decision is
taken.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUES-
TIONS

Desert Development Authority

*127. Dr. L. M. Singhvi:
Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shri Linga Reddy:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, Community Development and
Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) whether the proposal to set up
a Desert Development Authority has
been finalised; and

(b) if so, the basis of its composi-
tion, its functions as well as the esti-
mated outlay and expected results of
the scheme?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Food, Agiiculture, Comman:ty
Devek t and C tl (8hel






