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Dr. K. L, Rao: I have already given
very clearly the reasons and what
defects were found by the  police.
The answer is exactly in conformity
with what I have said. They simply
said that there is no criminal act of
omission or commission involved in

this anq the other things were more
of administrative defects.
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The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation and Power (Dr.
K. L. Rao): (a) to (c). A statement
is laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

The Gover t  is id
a scheme to construct a barrage across
the river Tista near Gajaldoba in West
Bengal with a right bank canal con-
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necting the river Ganga at Farakka
and a left bank canal connecting the
river Brahmaputra at Dhubri in
Assam. The system will link the
Brahmaputra with the Ganga through
Tista.

As the investigations carried out
so far indicate high costs for the
project, further alternative investi-
gations for reducing the size
of the canals, utilising river Maha-
nanda as a carrier channel etc, are in
progress. The cost of the scheme will
become clear after the investigations
have been completed. Question of
implementing the project will arise
afterwards.

Shri R, Barua: In view of the fact
that the investment required for this
channel will be repaid out of the earn-
ings for a period of 50 years may I
know whether Government is pre-
pared to go ahead with the investiga-
tion of the project?

Dr. K. L, Rao: 1t has not been clear-
ly established that the earnings will be
able to pay the cost. At the moment
we have found that the cost of the
navigation canal will be expensive.
We are trying to find out how to make
it more economical and what steps
should be taken to make it possible.

Shri R, Barua: May I know whether
Government is going to have foreign
collaboration for investigating the
whole matter?

Dr, K. L. Rao: There is no necesﬁty
for any foreign advice in this matter.
It is quite simple and we are capable
of dealing with it.

Shrimati Jyotsana Chanda: May I
know from the Government whether
any hydrographic survey has been
made to have an  alternative river
route through the rivers Kaladhan,
Dhauleswari, Bairavi and Sairang by
constructing a dam at Kaladhan in
the border of Burma and Mizo hills?

Dr. K L. Rao: It has not been
seriously di d or investi d
Now it will be looked into,
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Shri Bishwanath Roy: In view of
the fact that the hon. Minister has ac-
copted this scheme of linking Brahma-
putra with Ganga, may I know whe-
ther any master plan is being pre-
pared for having this type of inland
waterways throughout the whole
country  wherever possible?

Dr, K. L, Rao: From time to time
there have been investigations of con-
necting various rivers, wherever pos-
sible and practicable. As one such
project, for the last so many years
investigation has been going on about
connecting Brahmaputra with Ganges.

Shri Hem Barua: The hon, Minister
has just now stated that the estimated
expenditure of this  canal linking
Ganga with Brahmaputra is going to
be very high and that is why Govern-
ment are trying to enquire into the
economics of this expenditure. 1If
after this cnquiry Government finds
that it is not possible to minimise the
estimated expenditure may I know
whether Government is going to aban-
don this scheme finally?

The Minister of Irrigation and
Power (Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed): Our
attempt is to find out which of the
two projects which we have under
contemplation is more economical. If
we find that the other one which we
are now investigating is more econo-
mical, we will certainly go in for it.

Shri Ranga:
cconomical?

Shri Hem Barua: Sir, may 1 submit
that the Minister of State gave a reply
in relation to this particular canal and
did not say that there are two alter-
native schemes or alternative chan-
nels?

Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed: There is
an alternative scheme which is also
under investigation.

Shri Basumatari: Just now the hon.
Minister has stated that river trans-
port is economical as compared with
other forms of transport. If so, may
1 know the reasons standing in the
way of the Government for providing
river transport in this area expedi-

If neither of them is
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tiously to help the people of
area?

Shri Fakbruddin Ahmed: I think,
the hon, Member has not correctly
understood what my colleague  has
said. Already a certain scheme has
been investigated. Now there is an
alternative scheme which is alsu
under consideration and the question
is which one of these two will be
cheaper. The cheaper one will, of
course, be taken into consideration,

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Since I
have the privilege of belonging to
Bhagalpur mentioned in this question,

that

.may I know whether, when either of

the alternative schemes is completed,
we will have any chance of having
navigational facilities up to Bhagalpur
and beyond to the west which Shri
Roy mentioned or will it be confined
to Bengal and Assam only?

Shri Hem Barua: On a point  of
order, Sir. Do you not expect a Mem-
ber of Parliament to have an exten-
sive interest in the whole of the coun-
try; or, do you want his interest to
be confined only to Bhagalpur?

Mr. Speaker: Bhagalpur
tioned there.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Aszad: I hope Shri
Barua will stand from Punjab and not
from Gauhati.

Shri Hem Barua: I hope I will get
your support, Sir.

is men-

Mr. Speaker: I can make room for
him.

Dr. K. L, Rao: Once we have the
Farakka Barrage, it will be quite pos-
sible to go beyond Bhagalpur.

Shri P, C. Borooah: May I know
whether it is a fact that transport to
North Bengal, Assam, Nugaland,
NEFA, Manipur, Tripura, and so on
and so forth, and for the matter of
that Bhagalpur also, is very much
affected owing to the stoppage of the
inland watcr transport over Brahma-
putra; if so, whether the Ministry is
considering to give this proposal,
whether it is the ordinary proposal or
the previous proposal, top priority so
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that the transport difficulty over a vast
strategic area can be removed?

Dr. K L. Rao: Quite so. These
schemes will be investigated and if
they are found economical, naturally,
it will be taken up.

Aid from Abroad

+

*1252. Shri M, L. Dwivedi:
Shri Linga Reddy:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Shri S, C. Samanta:
Shri R. Barua:
Shri R, S. Pandey:
Shri D, C. Sharma:

-Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to state;

(a) whether the countries of the
Aid India Consortium had resumed aid
to India for execution of the Third
Five Year Plan; and

(b) if so, the names of the coun-
tries, the date from which the aid
was resumed and to what extent with
details thereof?

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Sachindra Chaudhuri): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A statement is placed on the
Table of the House. ([Placed in
Library. See No. LT-6114/66].
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Shri Sachindra Chaudhuri: As 1
have already said in the statement,
some aid has been given and this
House knows about that aid, namely,
the $100 million Humphrey Aid; but
so far as the aid which was stopped is
concerned, that has not been specifical-
ly restored yet. At the moment, as
this House knows, one of my collea-
gues is in America and he is discuss-
ing this matter there.
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Shri Sachindra Chaudburi: It is
well known that so far as the aid
which has been stoppeq is concerned.
we are trying to get it and the terms
on which America will give further
aid is again a matter of discussion at
the moment. The consortium will
take place some time later on in the
year and my colleague is there discus-
sing the matter. Tt has come out in
the papers already that he is there
discussing the matter with the Gov-
ernment of the United States of
America and also with the World
Bank which is an international insti-
tution catering to the interests both
of the borrowing and the lending
countries.

Shri Daji: The question was: What
are the reasons mentioned by America
for not giving the loan? That was





