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8hri Shyam Dhar Misra: No, Sir. The
idea is not to extend the package
district programme but the idea is to
extend the high-yielding variety pro-
gramme which is similar to the pack-
age programme about which the lite-
rature has been circulated to Members
of Parliament.

Shri Kapur Singh: Are the Govern-
ment aware that this package pro-
gramme has mainly resulted—I know
about Ludhiana—in paper food which
gladdens the eye but does not fill the
belly and, if so, what action the Gov-
ernment propose to take in this re-
gard?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: I did not
follow the question.

Shri Kapur Singh: You may kindly
telp him.

Mr. Speaker: He says that this is
only a programme which gladdens
the eye but does not fill the belly.

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: I repu-
diate that. I can repudiate it by giv-
ing facts. As a matter of fact,
Ludhiana is one of the most success-
ful package districts where per-acre
production has risen.

Shri Kapur Singh: 1 know about
Ludhiana. 1 belong to that place.

Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda: What is
the yield of the crop this year from
the package district of Cachar and do
the Government know that the de-
mand for fertiliser was not met by
the Government.

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: For the
rabi crops, I am not in a position to
give the figures. But for khariff
crops, I can say that for 1964-65, it
was 10.2 quintals per hectare and this
Year it is going to be 11.6 quintals
per hectare.

Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: May
1 !mow the main crops grown under
this package scheme, whether rice is
grown more or wheat is grown more?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: It is rice
and wheat, but mostly rice.
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Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: May I know
what is the advantage in having such
costly pilot projects which cannot be
easily expanded within a able
distance of time?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: This has
its own extension, production and
demonstration value. But it is not so
costly as the hon, Member hag alleg-
ed. When I said that we are not go-
ing to extend the package district
programme, the idea was that it will
not be the district as a whole but as
1 already said, we have the intensive
area programme, the high-yielding
variety progremme which is almost
the extension of the package district
programme.
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Navigation in Hooghly
+
*1189.Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri P. C, Borooah:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Will the Minister of Transport,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be
pleased to state:
(a) how far the mavigability of the
river Hooghly from Calcutta to the
Bay of Bengal, have improved;
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(b) the dredging cost during ine
last two years; and

(c) whether any other scheme has
been taken up over and above dredg-
ing operations?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Aviation (Shri
C. M, Poonacha): (a) to (c), A state-
ment is laid on the Table of che
House. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-6071/66].

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
how many times and where the modec)
experiments were done about the
better navigability of the river
Hooghly and whether the Water Re-
search Station, West Bengal, was
taken into confidence in the matter?

Shri C. M, Poonacha: The river
training programme, which is a conti-
nuous process, is being taken by
stages. During the First Five-Yeuar
Plan, we did the spur work at Akra at
a cost of Rs. 28 lakhs; during th:
Second Plan period, another spur
construction programme was taken up
at Fulta Point at a cost of Rs. 5
crores; and the third program:me
which has just been completed, was
at Diamond Sands at a cost of about
Rs. 14 lakhs. These are the various
things which are in addition to the
continuous dredging of the whole
river, which is a daily programme as
a matter of fact.

Shri S. C. Samanta: The hon. Mir-
ister says that dredging is one of the
methods. In that context, may I
know whether the old dredgers that
were lying with the Port' Commis-
sioners have been dropped out and
new dredgers have been brought into
use?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: We have as
sany as six dredgers with the Port
Commissioners and one was acquired
—a big dredger, an estuary dredger—
very recently, in October, 1965. The
number of dredgers, as far as the
workloud is concerned, is adequate
and they are working satisfactorily.

Shri Subodh Hansda: It has been
stated that the navigability of ¢the
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river can be improved by three me-
thods and one of the methods is cons~
truction of the Ganga Barrage. I
would like to know in what way this
Ministry is co-ordinating with ihe
Ministry of Irrigation and Power
which is solely in charge of construc-
tion of this Ganga Barrage.

Shri C, M. Poonacha: The Ganga
Barrage, i.e., the Farakka Barrage
scheme, is, in addition to its capabi-
lities of providing navigation upto
Buxar from Calcutta, also a multi-
purpose project. As far as the navi-
gational point of view 1s concerned,
we are in close touch with the Min-
istry of Irrigation and Power in fina-
lising this project and the cxcess
water to be let down from the
Farakka Barrage downstream would
enable the river to maintain a level
which would be permissible for con-
tinuous navigation throughout the
year.

Shri P. C. Borooah: Just now the
hon. Minister said that the completion
of the Farakka Barrage would improve
the navigability of Hooghly. In that
context, may 1 know when the
Farakka Barrage is going to be com-
pleted? We are hearing from papers
that it has been postponed to be
completed in 1970; it was formerly to
be completed in 1969.

Shri C, M. Poonacha: The Minister
of Irrigation and Power hade a spe-
cific statement on the floor of this
House during his reply to the debate
on Demands for Grants in respect of
the Ministry of Irrigation and Power,
in this particular regard.
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Shri C. M. Poonacha: In addition
to the experiments that are conducted
at Poona, the Port Commissioners
have their own experiments conduct-
ed continuously on the specific pro-
blems that arise at 14 Bars covering
this Hooghly reach. In that connec-
tion, the studies are made continu-
ously; and often times it so happens
that the problems spring up sudden-
ly; it is not a stated problem for
which experiments will have to be
conducted. The bore-tides are such
that they create problems every day.
which should be tackleq continuously
during the course of the year.
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Shri C, M. P ha: This question
relates to the bigger problem con-
nected with the Farakka barrage,

The present thinking is that after the
Farakka barrage is completed, we
could have a steady flow of water in
the Hooghly system which will permit
easier navigability up to Buxar, That
is the thinking now and experiments
are being conducted. After the stu-
dies are completed, I think a decision
in thig regard will be taken, but till
then it is an argument and a problem
which ig being studied and put on ex-
periments at various stages.
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Shri H. N, Mukerjee: Since dred-
ging is very costly and a recurring
substantial expenditure involving

even foreign exchange is nccessitated,
and the impact of the Farakka barrage
is somewhat doubtful—when and how
it is going to affect the navigability is
a doubtful factor—may I know whe-
ther in order to counter the coming
in of silt from the sea, investigations
are being conducted on the continen-
tal shelf of the Bay of Bengal and
schemeg made to set up breakwatcrs
and dykeg at the sea face in addition
to locks and regulating gates higher
up the river, and if so, could the hon.
Minister give some indication as to
the plans in operation?

Shri C, M. Poonacha: This particu-
lar problem was studied, and after a
gooqd deal of thought, the final decision
that hag been taken j« to have an al-
ternate dock system at Haldia. So,
Haldia i3 in fact going to solve to
some extent the problems that we are
confronted with at Calcutta, because
Calcutta by itself, for various reasons,
in fact, more rcasons than one, could
not provide a permanent solution for
easy navigation for all time to come;
there are inherent difficultieg connect-
ed with the Calcutta system.

Dr, Ranen Sen: In the statement it
has .been stated that not only has the
deterioration in the river Hooghly
been arrested but some improvement
has been made of late. Is it known
to the hon, Minister that in the latest
report of the Calcutta Port Commis-
sioners, they have complained that be-
cause of these difficulties in the river
Hooghly, foreign vessels that are to
enter the port of Calcutta have to wait
for days at the Sagar sandheads, and
in spite of the dredging system, these
difficulties are there, and if so, have
Government considered any other
method of improving this dredging
system to the point where the river
Rupnarain falls into the river Hooghly,
and if so, what steps have Govern-
ment taken in this regard?

Shri C. M, Poonacha: That was ex-
actly the point which I was trying to
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answer on an earlier question. Very
recently, we have purchased what is
called an estuary dredger, a wvery big
and powerfu] dredger at a cost of Rs.
2 crores; we acquired this last Octo-
ber, and we are now trying to gain
experience after operating it over a
period of time. We have another pro-
posal to acquire a few more dredgers
of this capacity which should be able
to give us definite advantage in the
work of dredging.

Shri Hem Barua: Is it not a fact that
due to the fact that the navigability
of the river Hooghly is decreasing and
all efforts made by Government to im-
prove the situation have not succeed-
ed, Government propose to have a
subsidiary port for Calcutta at Haldia?
If this is so, at what stage is the pro-
.gress of the work so far as this subsi-
diary port is concerned?

Shri C. M. Poonacha: I think on an
earlier question in this very House I
have answered this question. The
Haldia port programme has been ap-
proved. We have spent nearly Rs, 5
croreg so far, The oil jetty is under
construction. The manual excava-
tion of basin is in progress. Land ac-
quisition has been completed. Road
systems are now being laid.

Shri Hem Barua: Only the port is
not there,

Shri C, M, Poonacha: The only
thing to be settled is the World Bank
assistance which is sought, Those dis-
cussions are going on and we hope to
have a solution evolveq out of the
current discussions we are having.

Shri Hard Vishnu Kamath: Next
year we will have it.
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Shri C. M, Poonacha: There is a

separate question coming up immidia-

tely after this, conected with the

Ganga-Brahmaputra Board, If both

are taken up together, I.can answer

now.

Mr, Speakers He says he will ans-
wer then,

Sbri Hem Barua: Brahamaputra is
the only masculine river in India,

Shri Kapur Singh: No; Sindhu is
another.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Sindhu
is feminine.

Shri Kapur Singh: I am

Punjabi.

speaking

Sugar Production

+

*1190, Shri Bagri:
Shri Kishen Pattnayak:
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia:
Shri Ram Sewak Yadav:
Shri Vishram Prasad:
Shri Utiya:
Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, C ity Develop t and
Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the pro-
posed target for sugar for the year
1965-66 is less as compared to the last
year;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps taken by Government
to reach the target?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Shinde): (a) to (c). No target of sugar
production for 1964-65 and 1965-66
was fixed The target for the end of
the Third Five Year Plan was, how-
ever, 35'6 lakh tonnes, This target
may be nearly achieved in the sugar
geason 1965-66.






