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Shri. Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Shri 'C. K. Bhattacharyya:

Will the Minister of Transport,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be
pleased {o state:

(a) whether top priority hus been
accorded to the development of roads
in the border areas of Assam and
Tripura;

(b) if so. the roads to be developed
and the expenditure involved; und

(¢) the decision taken to develop
the Shillong-Agartala link road?

The Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism (Shri Sanjiva
Reddy): (a) to (¢). Yes. Sir. A num-
ber of road projects have recentiy
been suggested for development in the
border areas of Assam and Tripura
and they are being examined. The
total length of these proposals works
outl to nearly 600 miles involving an
cxpenditure of about Rs. 25 crores.
This includes the further development
of the Shillong-Agartala road also.

Co-ordinated Agricultural Schemes

*23. Shri P. R. Chakraverti:
Shri K. N. Tiwary:
Dr. L. M, Singhvi:

Will the Minister of Food, Agri-
cultare, C Ny ! and
Co-operatlop be plcased 10 state:

(a) whether the study of problems
relating to the improvement of co-
ordinated agricultural schemes had
been undertaken by the Programme
Ewaluation Organisation of the Plan-
ning Commission at the instance of his
Ministry:;

(b) if so, the findings of the evulua-
tion body on farm schemes; .

tc) the estnmrate of the results like-
Iy to be yielded by the emergency
programme launched in the country;
and

¢d) the role of the co-operative
organisations with regard to the des-
patch of fertilizers to consuming
centres. their prompt distribution to
the cultivators and  provision of
credit?
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The Minister of Foed, Agrionitwre
Community Development and Co-ope-
ration (8hri C. Subramaniam): (a) and
(b). Yes, Sir. On the suggestion made
by Ministry of Food and. Agriculture,
the Programme Evaluation Organisa-
tion studied the problems be-setting
coordinated implementation of agri-
cultural programmes and has recentty
brought out a Report, which inter alia
highlighted the weaknesses inhibiting
the programmes of multiplication and
distribution of improved geeds, timely
supply of fertilizers and credit, plan-
ning. coordination and implementation
of minor irrigation, soil conservation
and other works schemes and ~xten-
sion measures, particularly agricul-
tural demonstrations on cultivators'
farms. The study is designed to help
in an understanding of the complex
nature of the problems involved in
the mmplementation of  agricultural
Pyogrammes and in the formulation of
measures for improvement ut different
levels,

(c) The response of the State Gov-
ernments to the Emergency Food
Production Programme has been ea-
couraging. It is anticipated that an
area of 3.8 ‘million acres (1.35 million
hectares) will be brought under addi-
tional crops in irrigateq aress during
the rabi and summer gseasons in 196%-
668. Large areas are also reported to
have been brought under potato and
vegetable cultivation. Measures pos
stepping up production of furm man-
ure in compost pits and to accelrrate
minor irrigation (including 1i¥y irrl-
gation) Schemes and to mobilise
pirrmpsels have also been taken by the
State Government under this  piv-
gramme,

(d) Co-operative organisatfons are
the exclusive distributors of nitroges-
ous fertiligsers in 9 States. In other
States, co-operative organisations
undertake distribution of fertilizers in
certain ar~as. Cooperative marketing
societies as well ag gervice societimy
generally act as an integrated struet-
ture in indenting for supply of ferti-
lisers. arranging storage 31 required
places and masking the stocky avail-
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able to tarmers in time, Under the
crop loan system, the credit limit
fixed for a farmer includes a kind com-
ponent under which fertilizer as re-
quired for production purposes is
made available.
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