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Shri Y. B. Chavan: I will require
wcertain notice; 1 should have inter-

ministeria]l discussions before I can
make any statement about it.
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Shri Y. B. Chavan There is no ques-
tion as such. The Tashkent agree-
ment is there. It is very obvious that
we want to stick to the Tashkent
agreement.
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Mr. Speaker: Next question.
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Study of Pak. Weapons captured dur-
ing Indo-Pak. Conflict

*510. Shri P. l{- Chakraverti:
Shri K. N. Tiwary:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri P. C. Borooah:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether some National Labora-
tories have started studying sophisti-
cated weapons, including Sabre Jets,
Patton Tanks and Cobra anti-tank mis.
sileg captured from Pakistan Forces
during the recent conflict;
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(b) whether his Ministry had asked
Scientists, I.C.S.R. and other Research
Establishments to make specific pro-
posals for defence research; and

(c) whether special allocation of
funds for devising measureg to im-
prove the country’s defence capabili-
ties has been made to I.C.S.R. from his
Ministry?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Defence (Shri A, M. Thomas):
(a) No, Sir. However, various Re-
search & Development Laboratories
under the Ministry of Defence are
making suitable studies in related
flelds,

(b) and (c¢). Yes, Sir, A number of
projects of defence interest have been
given to various CSIR laboratories,
Universities and other Research Insti-
tutes in the country—special funds are
made available where necessary.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know
whether the Government has requisi-
tioned the services of eminent scien-
tists in the universities and it so,
which are the universities concerned
under the new project?

Shri A, M. Thomas: We have taken
the services of eminent scientists. 180
projects of Defence interest are in
progress in the various national labo-
ratories under the C.S.IR, and we
have also entrusted certain projects
of Defence interest—as many as 41—
to different universities and technical
institutions in the country.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know
what is the special amount that has
been made available to CSIR for De-
fence research?

Shri A, M. Thomas: So far as
CSIR. is concerned, no amount is
necessary, From their own funds,
they are making available the neces-
sary amounts. If necessary, we would
be prepared to place additional
amounts at their disposal
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Shri A. M. Thomas: It is an establi-
shed practice that all enemy equip-
ment, arms and ammunitions, captur-
ed during times of hostilities, would
certainly be examined by our Army
establishment and also by the Re-
search & Development Organisation of
the Ministry of Defence. That is being
done. The main object is also to
study, analyse and evaluate salient
points of interest which we may per-
haps ourselves borrow. We are taking
all the steps; for example, the studies
also include Cobra anti-missiles which
we captured, Patton tanks and other
weapons.
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Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I
know whether the suitable studies in
suitable fields made by the Ministry
include only the American Sabre-jets
and the German Cobra anti-tank mis-
siles or whether they include also the
British weapong supplied by our Com-
monwealth friend to Pakistan and
captured during the last hostilities?

Shri A, M. Thomas: The studies in-
clude weapons of all types.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: May I know
whether care ig being taken to see
that we develop our own quality and
also striking force as far as the wea-
pons of war are concerned, and if so,
what attention has been devoteq to-
wards that matter?

Shri AL M. Th The R ch
and Development Organisation is at-
tending to that and to some extent the
various inspectorates also are attend-
ing to it. I have already mentioned
about the work that is being carried
on in the CSIR and in the various
universities. That is constantly kept
under review,

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
whether our Defence scientists or de-
fence experts agree with the state-
ment made by the US defence experts
after their study of the Patton tanks
which fell during the Indo-Pakistan
conflict, and if so, to what extent? If
they do not agree, may I know how
far our arms are superior so that they
could knock down the other arms?

Shri A. M, Thomas: 1 do not know
what the hon. Member has in mind.
It is very difficult to answer that
question,

Shri Ranga: May we be assured that
the defence research section has been
suitably strengthened and is proposed
to be further strengthened in addition
to the various universities being en-
couraged to take interest in defence
research?

Shri A, M. Thomas: It is true that
the problems that are being posed are
increasing day by day, and the Re-
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search and Development Organisation
to the extent possible is also being
strengthened,

Shri Ranga: I only asked whether it
was being strengthened to the extent
possible. I do not understand this
kind of answer by the hon. Minister.
I want to know whether they have
taken steps to strengthen their staff
and also research equipment.

Shri A, M. Thomas: In fact, under
the Research and Development esta-
blishment, there are as many as 32 to
35 establishments; and they are being
strengthened.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether improvement and expansion
of defence research installations are
proposed to deal with the special
works that are mentioned in part (a)
of the question, and other things?

Shri A, M. Thomas: Yes.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether Government propose to invite
foreign collaboration to develop wea-
pons to effectively counter these so-
phisticated weapons, and if so, where-
from and the prospects thereof?

Shri A, M. Thomas: The scope for
collaboration in our Research and De-
velopment Establishment is certainly
limited; they are mainly being man-
ned and managed by our own scien-
tists and technicians. As far as our
production establishments are con-
cerned, there are certain things which
we are manufacturing with the help
of foreign collaborators,

Shri R. S. Pandey: Some time back,
there wag a news item in the papers
that a foreign team, especially from
America and Britain, wanted to come
to India and Pakistan to study the use
of these sophisticated weapons. May 1
know whether that is true, and if so,
Government'’s reaction thereto?

Shri A. M. Thomas: I do not know
about it,
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Shri Warlor: In view of the fact that
our research institutes are only man-
ned by our own scientists may I
know whether any foreign scientists
also are being requisitioned for exa-
mining these highly sophisticated
hardware?

Shri A, M. Thomas:; In the first place,
it we view it from one aspect, it is
not advisable to associate foreign sci-
entists; if we view it from another as-
pect, foreign scientists may not be
prepared to come to our research es-
tablishment and part with their know-
how; so, there are limitations on both
sides.

Shri M. R, Krishna: May 1 know
whether all these items which have
been captured from the enemy have
been repaired in the defence work-
shops, and whether in regard to those
things which we agre not able to re-
pair for want of spare parts, the
Defence Ministry is trying to return
those things to America and UK and
get in return the equipment which we
are already using?

Shri A, M. Thomas: We have not
launched on any programme to repair
these vehicles, although the weapons
system is being closely studied by us.

Shri M. R. Krishna: What about the
replacement of those things which we
cannot repair? Can we not get some-
thing in return for fhem from Britain
and America?

Shri Hem Barua: May 1 know whe-
ther the attention of Government....
May I know whether

Mr, Speaker: I am listening.
hon. Member may continue.

The

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: The
Speaker's attention alone is not
enough, He wants Government’s at-
tention also,
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Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther the aftention of Government has
been drawn to a statement made by
President Ayub Khan very recently
that after a just solution of the Kash-
mir dispute, the two countries must
reduce their arms strength, and if so,
in that context, may I know whether
Governmment have tried to ascertain
from the Pakistani sources or from the
US sources the backlog of US arms
and ammunitions that Pakistan still
has in her possession?

Shri A, M. Thomas: In fact, our de-
fence preparedness has been program-
meq in the context of the Chinese
threat, so that we cannot relax in our
efforts at all. With regard to what
President Ayub said, I have not got
any specific information in order to
say either yes or no to the question.

Mr, Speaker: The Question Hour is
over. Shri Bagrl's question has been
transferred to the 25th; he does not

know it himself,

12.08 hrs,
SHorT NOTICE QUESTION

Paymest of Bonus by Private Coal
Mine Owners

8&N.Q. 8. Shri Indrajit Gupta:
Dr. Ranen Sen:
Shei Mohammad Elias:
Shri S. M. Banerjee:
Shri Daji:

Will the Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Rehabilitation be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that due to
the non-payment of the statutory
minimum Bonus of 4 per cent by most
of the private coal mine owners,
widespread agitations and unrest are
taking place in the mining areas;

(a) whether hunger strikes by
Miners' Trade Union Leaders and
workers have been launched all over
the country as a protest; and





