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tber it is in the contemplation of
Government to tee that full neutra­
lisation is granted to all employees
of the Government as well apart 
from the industrial workers?

Shri Shahnawaa Khan: At present, 
full neutralisation is not contemplat­
ed, but most of it is covered.

Dr. Banen Sen: In the statement
there is reference to the consumer
price index in West Bengal. It has 
been found in the past that in certain 
States like Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
others, the computation of the cost 
of living index was faulty. Subse­
quently, by setting up special tripar­
tite committees, these errors have 
been rectified partially. In view 
of the fact that in certain States like 
West Bengal, the trade union move­
ment is unanimously demanding from 
the Government the setting up of a 
tripartite committee to rectify or to 
come t0 a correct computation of the 
cost of living index to make it up to 
date, may 1 know whether Govern­
ment are aware of this demand, and 
if so, what steps they are taking to 
set up such a committee?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: Govern­
ment are proposing to set up an ex­
pert committee to go into this ques­
tion and West Bengal is one of the 
States that would be included in this.

Shri P. Venkatasubbalah: The hon. 
Deputy Minister has stated that in 
order to stabilise the prices and to 
bring down the cost of living index, 
more production is needed. May I 
bring to the notice of the hon. Minis­
ter that the deficit financing that is 
being indulged in by both the State 
Governments and the Central Gov­
ernment has resulted in this rise in 
price index, and in view of that, 
may I know whether Government 
will take a comprehensive view and 
try to solve all the problems toge­
ther instead of solving them in a 
piece-meal manner?

Mr. Speaker: In the first part of 
the hon. Member’s question he has 
given information, anj the second

part of the question is a suggestion 
for action.

Shri Kapur Singh: Do Government 
realise that the prices of consumer 
goods are not just rising but they 
have run away out of the control of 
the Government, and if so, what is 
their reaction to this realisation?

Shri Shahnawas Khan: As I have
said, for the industrial workers, we 
are setting up a series of consumer 
co-operative stores, and we hope to 
supply goods to them at the whole­
sale prices by purchasing them from 
the source and giving them direct 
through the consumer co-operative 
stores or societies.
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Will the Minister of Education be 
pelased to refer to the reply given to 
Unstarred Question No. 346 on the 
10th November, 1965 and state:

(a) whether the research work 
carried on the Indian Ocean by Inter­
national Indian Ocean Expedition has 
sinco been completed;

(b) if so, the result thereof; and
(c) if the reply to part (a) above 

be in the negative, when it is likely 
to be completed?

The Minister of Education (Shri 
M. C. Chagla): (a) The field pro­
gramme of the expedition was con­
cluded in December 1965 and proces­
sing of data is in progress.

(b) Results as reported so far on 
the basis of a preliminary analysis 
of the data collected by the various 
participants have been summarised 
in the statement which is laid on the 
Table of the House. [Placed in Lib­
rary. See No. LT-6283/661

Cc) Does not arise.
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Shri M. C. Chaffla: Yea. We are 

setting up an Oceanography Institute. 
We have already appointed a Director 
and we hope to furniah the Institute
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with the results of this oceanography 
expedition which has given us consi­
derable data which will be of great
use to us.
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Shri M. C. Chagla: The overall coat 
of the expedition is not available. 
But the Indian participation has been 
estimated to cost Rs. 64.69 lakhs.

Shri Mnthlah: May I know whe­
ther the International Indian Ocean 
expedition has discovered any traces 

; of a submerged continent stretching
for thousands of miles called 'Lemu-

• ria’ by western historians and *Kumari
Kant am’ in ancient Tamil literature^
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in the Indian Ocean south of Kanya- 
kumari?

Shri M. C. Chafla: What are stated 
in ancient texts about the past prove 
to be correct. 1 am not sure of the 
exact location of the land that my 
bon. friend is referring to. But if we 
look at it, we will find that many 
lands have been found submerged, 
many valleys have been discovered 
and we begin to realise that tens of 
thousands of years ago there was 
considerable land which was washed 
•out by the sea.

Shri Shree Narayan Daa: Which
other countries participated in this 
expedition and what is the nature of 
their participation?
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Shri M. C. Chafla: I apologise to
■the hon. Member. I know the state­
ment is very long. But the question 
called for a long statement. I have 
given it. If I do not furnish a long 
statement, I am told I am not giving 
all the information.
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Shri M. C. Chagla: The countries 
which participated are Australia, 
Trance, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Nor­

way, Malagasy Republic, Portugal, 
Pakistan, South Africa, UK, USA, 
USSR, Zanzibar, West Germany, Cey­
lon, Thailand and India. As regards 
the nature of the participation, India 
provided two ships the Kistna and 
Varuna; a few other countries also 
supplied ships, but not all of them.

Traffic Precedence for VJJ*s.

*1M4. Shri Madha Limaye:
Dr. Miw>h»r Lohla:

Will the Minister of Home Affairs 
be please^ to state:

(a) whether the laws, regulations 
and manuals governing traffic in 
Delhi and outside provide for prece­
dence and special treatment to the 
V.I.Ps. as against ordinary citizens;

(b) whether the Prime Minister at 
the all-India level receives speeill 
treatment among the V.I.Ps; and

(c) if so, the details of (a) and
<b)? .

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (Shri Vidja Charms 
Shnkla): (a) No Sir.

(b) No Sir.

(c) Does not arise.
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