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Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether Government is aware of the
fact that the poor peasants are still
left at the mercy of the private money-
lenders and Mahajans, particularly in
a State like Assam, where rural credit
facilities are practically nil; if so.
whether there is any proposal to set
up such banks there to augment the
credit facilities to the rural people?

Mr, Speaker: Here the question is
aboul a one-man bank at one parti-
cular place and the result of that. He
can raise it in general discussion some
time later on,

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: s the
Minister aware that one of the private
banks in our country has been experi-
menting for sometime now with
branches manned wholly by women—I
believe a branch has been opened in
Delhi also—ang if so, has the experi-
ment been successful and does the
Government propose to cmulate that
example?

Mr. Speaker: That does not arise.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Like a
one-man branch, all women's branch.

Shri B. R, Bhagat:
of that.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: You are
not aware? You have got it in Delhi.

1 am not aware

Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: May 1
know whether other banks have also
opened such branches, and how do
they compare in their working?

Shri B. R, Bhagat: As I said, includ-
ing this, five banks, all subsidiaries of
the State Bank have opened this ex-
perimenta] onc¢ man's branch in five
places,

Shri Balakrishnan: Compared with
the working of the other banks there
is much delay in the State Bank in
its daily routine transactions. So, may
1 ask the Government to sce that the
delay is not there?

Mr. Speaker: It is a suggestion.
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Shri B, R. Bhagat: Dclay in
State Bank is a different question.
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Shri Kandappan: The statement says
that in spite of the emphasis given for
rural development in all the three
Plans, there is marked imbalance bet-
ween the development of the rural and
the urban areas. Either there is no
emphasis or all the three Plans have
miserably failed. The statement also
says: “No quantitative assessment has
been made of the precise effects of the
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three Five Year Plans on this dispa-
rity...." May I know whether the
government is in a position to give a
general indication as to whether the
disparity has widened or lessened
after the implementation of the three
plans?

Shri L, N. Mishra: I will give some
figures and the hon. member can
draw his own conclusion. In 1958-59
the per capita expenditure in urban
areas was Rs. 28 and odd. ...

Shri Kandappan: I do not want any
figures; I want a general indication,

Mr. Speaker: Can he say whether
the disparity has widened or narrowed
down?

Shri L. N, Mighra: It is a question
of calculation. It was Rs. 28 as against
Rs, 20. Today it is Rs. 32 as against
Rs. 22,

Shri Daji: Therefore, it has widened.

Mr, Speaker: Hc might have it cal-
culated and give the answer.

Shri Daji: He is the Deputy Minis-
ter of Finance and he does not know
mathematics!

Mr. Speaker: He has not got it cal-
culated.

Shri R. S. Pandey: We find there
is concentration of industries in big
cities. In order to improve the eco-
nomic condition of the villages, may
1 know whether the government is
thinking of decentralising industries
and making them go towards the vil-
lages?

Shri L. N. Mishra: Decentralisation
and dispersal of industries is one of
our main policies.

Shri Ranga: Apart from the politi-
cal propaganda indulged in here by
this minister and other ministers also
regarding this matter, does he admit
or is he not aware of the fact that the
disparity in facilities provided in the
rural areas and in cities and alsb the
digparity in per capita jncome in rurat



14685 Oral Answers MAY
and urban areas has increased by and
large during the last 15 years? Only
this morning his colleague; Dr. Rao,
was saying that the rate charged for
electricity for industrial use is only
one-third of what is being charged
for agricultural use.

Shri L. N. Mishra: I cannot say
that the disparity has increased. It
wil] be difficult for me to accept that
position that the disparity has increas-
ed. I have told the House what efforts
have been taken to improve the con-
ditions of the rural population. The
hon. member must realise that 82 per
cent of India’s population live in rural
areas and only 18 per cent live in
urban areas. Thercefore, naturally, the
people living in urban areas get better
opportunities to improve their plight
than the people living in rural areas.
Therefore, the development in urban
areas is more than in the rura] areas.

Shri Daji: The cxercise of the
minister reminds me of the lines in

Oliver Goldsmith's “Village School
Master":
“Though vanquished, he could

argue still!”

He says the disparity has not increased,
‘but if we calculate from the figures
he mentioned, it has definitely increas-
ed. This clearly shows that unless the
whole approach gives plaie o a new
approach of a concerted drive for rural
development, more money spent on
planning will only result in further
growth of this disparity, Therefore, is
the government going to give any
thought to the reorientation of the
policy so that the disparity can be
narrowed consciously and in a plan-
ned manner?

Shri L. N. Mishra: It is a question
of policy. The hon, member referred
to political propaganda. I must enun-
ciate and explain here what our poli-
cies are. Our policies are to develop
rural areas. We stand for the rural
people. Tt is one of the basic policies
of the plan to develop rural areas. We
have taken a number of measures to
improve the plight of the rural people.
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Creation of Asian Food Trust
+
*1489. Shrj Shree Narayan Das:
Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath:
Shri Subodh Hansda:

Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any suggestion for the
creation of the Asian Food Trust con-
trolled by the Asian Development
Bank has bcen made;

(b) if so, the precise naturc of the
suggestion and the way of its func-
tioning;

(¢) whether Government have

been sounded on the point; and

(d) if so, the reaction of the Gov-
crnment thereto?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Fimance (Shri B. R. Bhagat):
(a) No, Sir,

(b) to (d). Do not arise.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May 1
know whether the attention of the
government has been drawn to a news
report in the Hindustan Times dated
6th January, 1966 that some such
suggestion has been made to the US
Government to contribute all its sur-
plus in food for the creation of an
Asian Food Trust? If so, has the
government considered the implica-
tions of this, whether India would get
any real advantage by the establish-
ment of this Food Trust or whether
it will be in a disadvantageous
position?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: The question is
whether the Asian Development Bank
which is to be constituted will take
up the Asian Food Trust. The Asian
Development Bank has not come into
being. So, the question of managing
food trust or any other trust does not
arise.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: The pre-
sent position is that we have been
importing foodgrains on a large scale
from America under PL 480. Will the
position improve after the creation of





