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Tuesday, May 8, 1966/Vaisakha 13,
1888 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. Speaker in the Chairl
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Utilisation of Urban Waste, Sewage
and Sullage

+

*1458. Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri Hukam Chand

Kachhavaiya:

Shri Bade:
Shri D. D. Puri:

Will the Minister of Food, Agricul-
ture, Community Development and
Cooperation be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
plan to utilise the wurban waste,
sewage and sullage which are dis-
charged into rivers and streams and
if so, the details thereof;

(b) the percentage of it which is
utilised at present for agricultural
production purpose; and

(c) whether its fertility value has
brought any significant change in pro-
duction in areas where it is utilised?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Ceoperation (Shri
Shyam Dhar Misra): (a) to (c). A
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statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

STATEMENT

(a) Yes. Utilisation of urban wastes
(garbage, night soil, sewage|sullage)
constitutes an important activity
under the agricultural production
programme of the Ministry of Food
and Agriculture. Schemes for pre-
paration of urban compost from solid
wastes and utilisation of sewage sul-
lage have been in operation since the
First Plan. For implementing these
schemes, grants to the extent of 256%
of the recurring cost, shared equally
by the Ministry of Food and Agricul-
ture and the State Government con-
cerned, are given to the local bodies.
Besides, loans are also advanced to
the State Governments for assisting
the local bodies to (1) acquire the
transport ded for production and
distribution of urban compost and to
(2) finance sewage utilisation schemes.

The programe of utilisation of urban
wastes was given specia] importance
by including it in the Special Develop-

ment Programme for Agriculture
(Crash Programme) launched in
1964-65. Additional funds to the

extent of about Rs. 1.37 crores were
provided to the State Governments,
over and above the State Plan ceil-
ings, to enable them to take up new
schemes for better and fuller utilisa-
tion of urban wastes during the last
two years of the Third Plan.

(b) The maximum quantity of
urban compost that could be pre-
pared from urban wastes is estimated
at 7.88 million tonnes a year. Against
this, the quantity utilised at present
is approximately 8.5 million tonnes
representing about 45.0% of the poten-
tial production. The se |sullage
available in towns and cities is esti-
mated at about 700 million gallons
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per day. As against this, information
received from the State Governments
indicates that nearly 240 million gal-
lons (34%) per day are being utilis-
ed at present.

(c¢) Yes. Effective utilisation of
urban compost and sewage|sullage has
considerably helped in raising vege-
tables, fodder and short duration
crops in the vicinity of towns and
cities.

Shri Subodh Hansda: From the
statement it appears that though the
utilisation of urban waste was started
in the First Five Year Plan only 45
per cent of the total potential of this
urban waste is utilized now when we
are at the end of the Third Plan.
Are Government satisfied with this
progress in view of the fact that the
country is facing a food crisis today
because of shortage of fertilizers?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: Out of
the urban waste estimated at 7.86
million tons a year our utilisation in
the last year of the Third Plan was
3.89 million tons. Our programme for
the Fourth Plan is for the utilisation
of 80 per cent. As we are going to
utilize 8 million tons out of 7.88 mil-
lion tons, we are satisfied with the
progress.

Shri Swbodh Hansda: My question
was different. Are Government
satisfled with the present progress of
utilisation of only 45 per cent of the
potential, especially when we are
facing shortage of food?

Mr. Speaker: The Minister says
that in the Fourth Plan the utilisa-
tion will be 80 per cent and, there-
fore, they are satisBed with the pro-
gress.

Swri Subodh Hamada: In answer to
part (¢) of the question I would like
to know whether urban waste is uti-
lized only for production of vege-
tableg etc. or it has been tried for
paddy and wheat cuitivation and, if
#0, with what resalt?
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Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: As the
statement itself points out clearly,

there are two items—urban compost
and sewage and sullage. Sewage and
sullage are mostly used for vegetable
cultivation in the city areas them-
selves. As far as urban compost is
concerned, it is being wused in the
border areas along the cities for all
crops including paddy. I do not have
separate figures for them with me.

Shri S. C. Samanta: Is it not a fact
that municipalities are getting help
from the State as well as Central
Government for the utilisation of
urban waste. Now how much is
charged from the cultivators by the
municipalities for this? Could it not
be reduced?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: As regards

the pattern of assistance for the
impl tati of the sch grant
to the extent of 26 per cent of the

recurring cost is given to the munici-
palities. ‘Besides that, loans for
acquisition of transport required for
production|distribution  of urban
compost and for sewagelsullage uti-
lisation schemes etc. are given. By
and large, the municipalities are not
charging more than necessary from
the cultivators. When we examined
that question we found that it varles
from Rs. 1 to 5 per ton of urban
compost.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether any research has been con-
ducted on utilisation of urban waste
for purposes of manure? Has any aid
been sought or guidance obtained
from any source on this subject? What
is the extent to which the crop will
be augmented next year because of
this manure?

Shri Bhyam Dhar Misra: This ques-
tion relates to urban compost. I have
already stated the total figure. Out of
this the utilisable capacity is of the
order of 3.5 million tons of urban
compost. Of couse, we have not been
able to utilize it fully. As I said, 80
per cent will be utilized by the end of
the Fourth Plan.

Sbri D. D. Puri: There are two
types of expenditure involved in
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these schemes—capital expenditure
required for transport etc. and the
running cost. What is the break-up
of these Rs. 1.37 crores? How much
of this is subsidy? May I know
whether the amount allocated for this
purpose has been fully utilized?

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: I must
make it clear that these Rs. 1.37 crores
are not out of the normal funds. This
was a crush programme taken up to
years back. Within these two years
this was the extra fund that was
placed at the disposal of the State
Governments. This was only for
vegetable cultivation. OQur estimate
for sewage and sullage is 31,600
acres.

st guaTer fey : w7 gEEIC F
7T 3@ aTh T & fF qm F m=T
frmfaar gafoy a7 @ & & fraw
oY g drar Ffadaer ST ¥
Jrar & ) 72 afoRaE gAEr aEqEe
& A & o 37 @rF & TR A AT
T ATLF T FI qFaT § WX
TEq % FT gwar & 1 & arvar A
g fe aorTe 7 xa¥ at § W oed
fear & % @ o7 qray amE oy
oM TRT g AT ¥ 7 aA
iy

it wmwe faw : fegmy amar
T § W g faame iz § fear man
&fs . ...

oW wiw ;. gar Sz §
feqr oy § A 3@ wY gEATT wEA A
I Al ¢

it g fag : 2T 7 fean
¢ e afwzaw gt & @ & gaw
xedvmrer fvar war & 1 & AT Sy
g e vaw ford aoeT ¥ w7 st
Y & fr ¢@ ¥ TR W AWT X

woaw wgww : 2o ¥ fear
Lk 8

Oral Answers 14394

ot aEaTe fog : wEEiE § g T
fear mar & fie 39 g wTAY ey
amg Iy |

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: I must
make one thing clear. Just now he
has asked a supplementary question
whether the States have enacted
legisiation for this.

‘l‘he Mlnlner of Food, Agriculture,
pment and Oe-

opentlon (Shrl C. Subramaniam):
His question was whether it breeds
disease. This is one of the supersti-
tions. I hope that at least Members
of Parliament will get out of these.

Shri Yashpal Singh: It is a fact.

Shri Kapur Singh: I want to know
whether there is any scientific evi-
dence available with the Government
that the advantage of usage of
sewage and sullage as fertilizer is
almost counter-balanced by its dele-
terious effect on crop vegetation for
which it is used.

Shri Shyam Dhar Misra: Yes, Sir.
Our research centreg have found out
that sewage and sullage have no
adverse effect, in fact have better
effect when used as fertilizer. It is
better than rural compost. It is
inferior to inorganic manure but it
is better than rural compost, because
of its nutrient value.

Shri Kapur Singh: He began by
replying “Yes”. So, I thought he
agreed with my view,

Mr. Speaker: By “Yes” he meant
that an assessment has been made;
not the other thing.

States hit by Drougiht Conditions

*1454. Shri Stree Namayan Das: Will
the Minister of Foed, Agriculture,
Community Development and Oe-
operation be pleased to state:

(a) whether any and if so, which
of the States have been able to con-
duct survey of the problems of the.





