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cision was taken. However, the Sec-
retariat of F.A.O. will no doubt con-
sider various suggestions made by the
speakers at the meeting of the Ad-
visory Panel and initiate suitable
action at the appropriate stage.

Haldia Port

*561, Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri Himatsingka:
Shr|{ D. C, Sharma:
Shri P. C. Borooah:

‘Will the Minister of Transport be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the World Bank has
approved the Government experts'
report an various aspects of the deve-
lopment of Haldia as a subsidiary Port
near Calcutta; and

(b) if so, the extent of aid forth-
coming from the World Bank for this
project?

The Minister of Transport (Shri Raj
Bahadur): (a) The report of the
Study Group constituted by the Gov-
ernment o examine the trafic  and
other aspects of the Haldia project is
now under discussion with the Apprai-
sal Team sent by the World Bank.

(b) After the Appraisa] Team has
considered the matter and submitied
ite Teport to the Worlq Bank, the
Bank is likelv to invite a Team of
officers from the Government of India
and the Calcutta Port Commissioners
to go 1o Washington to negotiate the
loan. It is not possible at present to
anticipate as to how much loan will
be avuilable from the Bank.
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Import of Foodgrains in Indlan Ships

*563. Shri P, C. Borooah: Will the
Minister of Transport be pleased to
refer to the reply given 1o Starred
Question No. 177 on the 24th August,
1965 and state:

(a) the decisions since taken to en-
sure mport of maximum quantities of
foodgrains under P.L.-480 and other
arrangements with different countries,
through Indian ships; and

(b) how much foreign exchange
was involved for trunsporting such
foodgrains through foreign ships last
year, and how far the presen! arrange-
mentg are likely to result in the sav-
ing of foreign exchange this year?

The Minister of Transport (Shrl Raj
Bahadur): (a) The matter is still un-
der consideration in consultation with
the concerned Ministries.

ib) The Foreign Exchange incurred
in 1964 was to the order of Rs 474
crores. Small quantilies of food-
graing under PL-480 were carried by
Indian wvesseis. Our bulk carriers
were mostly utilised on cross-trading
to earn more foreign exchange than
what they would have by employment
on Indian trade. Thus the saving in





