
LOK SABHA DEBATES 

LOK SABHA 

1'11"'0011, November 30, 1 6~

lIana 9, 1887 (Saka) 

The Laic Sabha met at Eleven of 
the Clock 

[MIl. SPEAKER in the ChaiT] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

.... In Prlees or ~ 

+ 
·531. Sbrl Yubpal SlIlrb: 

8brl S. M. Banerlee: 
Sbrl Sbree Narayan Du: 
8brl Ram 8ewalt Yada't': 
8brl Madbu Llmaye: 
8brl Barrl: 
8brl P. K. Deo: 
SbrI801 ..... 11 
8bri Kapur 8\DP: 
Sbri Torendrs nu.: 
IIbl1 Gulabu: 
8brl D. O. Sharma: 

Will the Mini.ter of Food aad Am-
caitlin be pleased to .tate: 

(a) whether ~ price. of foodgrairu 
~ ~  rising .ince the ~  

of the pro.ent conllict .. ith Paklltan; 

(b) if su, Lhe reRsons therefor; and 

(c) the action bein, taken to arrest 
the riae? 

The Deputy Minister III the MIDI8-
try of Food aDd Arrkulture (81u1 
D. B. Cbav .... ': (a) It II not correct 
to say that the prices of foodgrains 
have been rising .Ince the outbreak 
of the present conflict with Pakistan. 
On the other hand, the pri""" of food-
grain. regin.red a decUne from end 
of August till the end of October. 

2019 (Ai) ~1  

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Does not arise. 

-ft 1nI'm'r ~ : op:rf It """ ~ 
~ !();fiiU m ~ m rU? 
~ .<fit '1ft ~ 1  ;r.If rt , lIT 
'1"If;II' 'lfr 'If\lm II' Jr ~ T i it Q U 

~ i1  ? 

Sbrl D. IL CbBv ... : The question 
is about the decline In prices. I have 
sta ted tha t from the end of A u,un 
till the end of October there .... • 
decline everywhere 80 rar as price. 
were concerned. A. for the question 
whether It I. on account of the value 
of the rupee going down, maybe It 
I. on account of that also. 

Mr. 8pea"er: If the v.lue ha. 
declined, the prices mUlt go up. 

81u1 Sbln ...... : He .aid "alllo". Which 
~ the other reasons? 

-ft 1nI'm'r ~ : op:rf ~ III 
~ ~ t ~  finof IITfi:w.r.f ~ 
JfTW II\T ~ qon: ~ w.f ~ 1ft q;ft 
t <ft tim ~ '!1t :;\niT 'fIT'fiT fl!ml1 
t m ~ {{f ~ ~ ~ T  

~  f", ~ Q II'! i ~14 

..nt IfiI' fl;rIrr 1TlIT 'IT q 32 m 
'A' ~ ~ t (f) op:rf ""' '!'fI'5T 
fII;wr.r '!1t fir«ITT ? 

~~ : 'Il til (\' n'{fT t ? 

-ft ~ : 'Il it {I1PfT, . 

~~  ~ fm 
~  
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~  ~~~ ~ 
fw \Rf <r>: it ~T ~ ~ III ~  ~~ TT 

t I 
The MbdBter of FOOd u4 Arrteal-
t1Ire (SM C. SabrallWllam): The 
.. selament is not correct that the 
wheat purchased at Ra. 14 Ia belne 
sold at RI. 3Z. 

Sbrl S. M. Banerjee: I .... ould Ilke 
to know whether the Minister " 
aware of the fact that in the open 
market in U.P.. Madhya Prade.h, 
Bengal. Rajasthan etc .• prices of both 
rice and wheat have abnormally risen, 
and rice I. being sold at RI. 3 in We.t 
Bengal and Rs. 3 in the black market 
in Madhya Pradesh where It Is Dot 
available. I would like to know what 
steps Government contemplate to 
take to check the riae in prlcea in 
the open market. 

8brI C. SabraJDaniaJa; We will be 
cUscusslng the food situation tomorrow. 
It will not be possible for me at ques-
tion time to enumerate all the steps 
that we are taking for this purpose. 

Mr. Speaker: All these reasons can-
not be given now. 

~  ~  iljf\T 

~ T T ~ 'rft\ 

Sbrl M. L. DWll'ed.I: These que.-
tions were tabled one month back. U 
• debate II to take place tomorrow. 
it doe. not mean that he should not 
live the reasons now. 

ShrJ p. L Deo: It wlU help the 
discussion tomorrow. 

Sbrl S. M. Banerjee: 1 tabled a 
Calling Attention Notice enelosinll 
telegrams from Madhya PradeSh. from 
places Uke Katnl and Khamarla where 
ric. Is not available at all. You dis-
allowed It on the ground that we afe 
baving a discussion. If we get some 
reply. that will help us In the cUscu.-
don tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker: Why should he antici-
pate .... (Interruptio7IB). 

Shrl C. Sabramaniam: May I point 
out that the question is with regard 
to rise in the prices of foodgrainl 
.ince the outbreak of the confllcl 1 
have stated that  thet is not correct . 
I do agree that there are other fac-
tors, which we will cliacuss tomorrow. 
and we will have an opportunity tG 
ezplaiD the ateps that we are takin,. 

Shrl Sbree Narayu Daa: The hon. 
Minister stated that there has been • 
decline in the prices of foodgralna. I 
would like to know the extent of 
decline. What was the poosltion during 
the same period l .. t year with regard 
to prices? 

SM D. a. Cllavan: The poaitioo is 
like this. In Augu.l--Octobcr. 1965 
the ail-India ind"" of wholesale 
prices of cereals fell from 152 to 148. 
wheat from 144 to 138. gram from 16. 
to 159. and pul .... from 171 to 160. 

8hrt S. IlL 8"nerjee: That is .11 on 
paper. 

8brJ D. R. Cbal'u: Let me read 
thl. out 1Irst. The decline in ,ram 
priCe! during August-October 1965 
was an unusual feature. As compar-
ed with \he prices in the last year I 
may say that the index number of 
wholesale price of rice for Aueust 
1965 WBI 1"2 .. compared with 146 in 
the la.t year. With regard to wheat 
It was 144 In 1 ~ u compared to IU 
for August 1964. 

Mr. Speaker: He has to address me. 

Slarl D. R. Chavan: As regards 
jOIDQr It was 198 in the month of 
August •• against 180 l""t year. Th_ 
,re the pric .... 

'" ~ ~ I;fSIre $. 
~~i  i ~ fq; wmf 
~ ij; ~ 'IRT'IT ~ ~ f1r>: >:t 
~  ~ ~ ~~~  
~ ~ a. 'RII' ri\' t. "rn,T1f t 
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~ zmihTt m<l'l> m'ITlPf 
ITt mqm 3 m<l'l> ~~ 

t I  • .n ~  '1ft .nI ~  

~i  ! T~T~ i  ~ 

~ i ~ ~ i1 T 1T ~ 

~ ~i  ~~i ~ 

mf'4'a' flI;qy { f'oI; ~ ~ 

q'T'Ii ftm'tT {;f'IW m ~ ~ 
'IS ~~  I!<'ffi ~ ~ '11\ ;it'A it .n 
'1'iIT" ~ 'lTffi ~ ~ m {Om 
~ i1 1i 1 ~ ~~  
~~  ... 

asIIW ","\til: q, ~ tt m 
'Ii1<1f<mr ~~ ~ 

~ "'I ftr'IIi : .ql' lila' ~ ~ 

i. 'flIT ~  i" it ~ ~ 
'Ii1 ~ ~ i  ? 

WSlnf ","\til : it;iif;l 'l'(.t 'IfT1T 

'Ii1 "I'm 'l!if1fT I 

Sbrl C. Subramanlam: We have • 
machinery to collect the IIgure!! with 
regard to the market prices in recog-
ailed markets. It is on that ba.i. 
that we collect. theae t\iures and pub-
liah it. 

~ ~ ~ T ~~ ? 

("'""') UIf ~ t qT .m.-. III 
~  

VSIIW ~  ~ tt m Q1'i 

u.rr P oR ~ ~ ~ f.flm'r 
m ~  q'Tf",. ;;.AfT "I'm 

~ t I. .. ~~  '!fiT ~ ~  

<fT erfol<{ ~~ fit; «{r t qT 'T1'I<f 
~ ~ ! iT ! ~ ~  

m ~ ~  ~ ... 

~ '"l ~ : ~ ~ ~  

~ i ~ ~ cmr 
'II\' lITif "" ~~  m qT ~  ? 

..... """': 'lI'i §Aif 1 

Shrl 8 ~  It i. whole. 
ale price. 

Mr. Speaker: What they .. y is 111M 
the price. that are liven by the lOy. 
emment have no relation to the real 
prices that prevail in the market a. 
which the people in tact let th_ 
thin, •. 

8brl C. 8abl'lUllaaJam: I do not 
think it is corr""t. We let the II ...... 
trom the market and publish them. 

~ "'I ~ : ~ Q1'i Ct 
it "'8l I IIR tt ~ ..,.,.. 'J:'RIT i 
~ ~ ~~ ~  

It 'll'I'IiT fufuI ~ ~ I ~ m 
ilimit'lWTqm ~i i  

~ it ,H 1 lrll'I'i <'!Tor qr) t III op:-
~ it IIfui\' ~ qT .m.-it ? 
aaAI' ~ : IIR tt ~ ~ w.(fT 

~ ? 

~~ ! ~ ~~ T 

(1ImTII') tt ~ ~  lro ~~ 
'lIT 1fT '!fiT It>:T 'ITIf "it ~ ... ~  

m tt '1..tl qKlf iI ~ 'I'I'fifl "Tn 
f'" it'l it; $RT. 

8brl It. N. Tl"a!'J': On • point at 
order. Sir. Has he ,ot • licenee to 
,el UP everylime? <1nteT1Up'W1u) . 

An boa ............ : You UP • II",," .. 
bolder. 

'" ~ : ~ ~~  ~  
PI ~ ? itrr 'I"ffi'i lIT 

~~ I: qrj.-, ics.;;TfY! , 
If.t ~ ~ T 1 'f[. !fl1fl I:m ;rtT 
rn ~ tt WI "" "if! Ii 1 h 1~  
fiI;1: 'IT'JT .o(IIm\' (lffr (f't It l{"IT "fTI 1 

Shrl P. K. Deo: Especially in tba 
Chatliagarh divlslo" of Madhya Pra-
desh and in the we.tern diltricts Of 
my Slate, Ort .. , we are getlin, ,rim 
reports that "0 rice is available Ia 
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lhe markel and that whatever broken 
rice ill available in the market, it i. 
not fit for human consumption and it 
produce. a foul smell, and even to 
buy those i~ 

Mr. Speaker: What is the question? 

8brl P. K. Beo: All right, the first 
part of my question may be answer. 
"d,-whether it is not a fact. 

Shrl C. 8ubramaDlam: It is true 
that Chattisgarh and the 'adjoining 
areas have been greatly atlected 
because of the monsoon failure, and 
the Madhya Pradesh Government is 
doing Its best to manage the situation 
there. 

Sbrl Kapur Slnch: Have Govern. 
ment set up some automatic admlnis. 
trative machinery to stabilise the 
food grain prices In the market, and 
if not, do they propose to do .0 soon? 

8brl C. SubramaDlam: 1 am not 
yet aware of any automatic machi-
nery which cnn bring the prices down 
or push the prices up. If the hon. 
Member has got any suggestion in 
that regard, I am pr"P8red to con· 
sider it. 

Shrl Kapur Singh: It i. frivolou •. 
merely asked whether there was 

any automatic administrative  machi .. 
nery which BctS Dutomatically accord. 
ing to the changing condition •. 
protest against his remarks. H~ 

implies that I am casting some asper-
sion on the human nspect of adminis-
tration. I merely wanted to kno ... 
whether any automatic administrative 
machinery has been set up. The 
human aspect is R ditlerent matter 
altogether. I was not referring to his 
p.TOOnality as a human being. 

Sbrl D. C. Sharma: May I know 
whether the Government is aware of 
the fact that the wholesale prices that 
are quoted In the mandie. on the 
b •• i. of which the Government com· 
pile. those Index figure. are ditlerenl 
from the open market prices in ~ 

cities and village., and they are dlJ!e-
rent from the black market price. 

that are prevalent not only in 1M 
cities but also in the villages, and 
may 1 know what the Government 18 
dOing or ill goIng to do to see to it 
that the wholesale price index '-
which the hon. Deputy Minister refer. 
red, correspond. to the open market 
prices In the villages and the cities 
and eliminate the black market 
altogether? 

Sbri Nath Pal: Sir, have you ""*" 
pended your famous one·minute 1'Ule 
for the time being at least? 

Mr. Speaker: Sometimes there ill a 
lapse on my part. 

8brl C. Subramanlam: The whole-
sale prices are the open market 
prices, and the retail price. i ~ 

always a relation to the wholesale 
market prices. Therefore, while .... 
give the wholesale prices, It iw In ~ 

open market, and 1 do agree that In 
some out.of.the-way places the retaU 
.prices may be much more, but the 
general guidance has to betaken from 
the open, wholesale market prices 
alone. 

~ ~ ~~1!iT~ ~ 

'I>'T '1ft '«fT t Ii!; ~ f<lRf 'Ift1r6 • 
mit ~  ~1 ~ 

~  '1ft ~~i ~~ ! T ~ 

m if ~ cforr.r if, ~ if, 'fA 
i ! !T ~~ 30'11'\1: 3H'I'ii 

'l'fm><rrt I ~~i ~~ 

lI"m: iI> ~ \lTI:t t ~ W l{'rn '11\ 
~  ~ ,? 1 T ~  

'3'f1I;1 m:.rnr rt ~ ~ 'I!">!m'l'frfFJ 
IP' it ~  lfi'rt lfq."f1 'Ii1: ~ t ? 

Sbri C. Subramanlam: I do agree 
that because of the failure of the 
monsoon in particular areas, there Is 
now a scarcity condition. and becauae 
of that prices also are likely to rise. 
We are trying to tackle the problem. 
but it is • very dimeull problem about 
which 1 am sure we will have a 
detailed discussion tomorrow. and the 
hon. Members also will be makiDI 
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~~i  ~ i  and I will also 'be 
putUng forward what 'positive .tep. 
we are taking 'in that direction. 

Mr. Speaker: NeIt question. 

lift ~ : iro 6 ~ '1'[ fit; ~

~ ifllT ~ 1  If><: ~  ~ , iro sm-
• r... ~ i  ~  it 1M r'l'<IT ~ If{ 
~ ~  

8hrl SureDdr&Datb Dwlndr: Sir, I 
rise to a point of order. This ques-
tion-question No. 537-should not 
have been admitted in the House, 
because it contains defamatory pa.s-
.ages and insinuatlons. It you look 
at part (c) of the question, you w!ll 
and that the last portion reads like 
.. is: .. " .. and allotted it to a break· 
away group styling itself as the PSP". 
Now, I would beg of you 10 consider 
this: if I had put a question that "the 
oorrupted Home Minister has nO right 
to repiy like this", will it be quite l,n 
.rder! This may be the opinion of 
eome people. A rwnp which calls 
itself the S.S.P. may think that a 
well-established and recognised poli-
tical party, according to 'them, is a 
-..eak-awaT group. The S.S.P. have 
GOt been recogn ised •• • party and 
"erefore this symbol has been' taken 
awa,. from them. How can the olll«:e 
admit a question like this to be put? 
I think the question .bould bave been 
.isallowed and not admitted at all. 
Tou should rule that un. queatlon is 
... t of order. 

.n "'l ~ : tt'I' ~ r', ~ 
~i ~  • 

~ .. : ~ 1 ~ 

1I'{IlW ~ (tlft I 

So far .. part (.) ill eoneerned, It 
oeeb lOme infOrmation and I dO nM 
think there II anytblng objedlonable. 
80 far .. part (b) is concerned, that 
~ aeeb oome information an4 is 
.ot objeotiouabl.. Bu. about part 
(o), ., .. r.: 

"wheUft it is also a fact that 
recently the Commission wit4-
drew the symboi from the SSP 
and allotted it to a breakawa, 
group styling itself as the PSP." 

When I wa.s looking at this in thp 
morning I also entertained lOme 
doubts about this, whether this por-
tion "breakaway group styling itself 
as the PSP" should have been allow-
ed to remail) there or not. Then I 
thought the Minister would give that 
answer in a suitable manner that the 
Election Commission has considered 
this matter, that PSP is alrcady • 
party that Is there having one symbol. 
etc. I thought the Mini'lter v. uuJd giYe 
a Illiteble answer. 

Sbrl !Natb Pal: I bow down to your 
ruling, Sir. But may I pOin! out IA 
all humility-the reply will conIIne 
itself to facts-but under the rules 01. 
procedure, rule 41(1Il) clearly la,1 
down: 

"It "'an not contain argu-
ment., Inferences, ironical expre.· 
lions, imputations, epithets or 
defamatory atatementaN? 

Thla, Is very mandatorT and the office 
bas been remiu in admtttinR: ~ 

epitheta. I look forward to the replT, 
which will be bued on the fllOh, But 
the very al'!mil!llinn of thp question i. 
wrong. 

Mr. 8 N ~  T have already exp'SI_ 
ted my opinion . 

8br1 N.tb ral, I can live YOIT 
many epithets right here. 

Sbri Bart VI.hnD Itamath: Where 
I, the senior Mininer! What i. be 
doing? 

The Depaty MJnitteT fa the Mh,. 
trT of Law (Shrl ',,&Datba Bu): I 
..... here to replT. 

11ft "! fiId I CIWIIW qm.-, 
iIt ~ '!II CfMft t"T I trtt m tfr 
W11f t" ~ , 
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It i ~~ iT i 1 i i 

~i f,.;>:rrl Ti T ~ 

IflIT fit; ~ ~  ."..r t. ~ om 
1(;11' .-;r 'TFT t I 1ITiI .-;r ;mr t itt (IQ-
~ N ~ it itt !PI ~ WIT I 

'ITiT d''IiI> mT "" m.: ~ 6'1I'r.T-
~ q it; mT q: ~ 'fIlT fit; ~

~ (t ;,'fT t. '1ft q 'liT f;rIrlvr pi' 
,m.: ;j'¢ q ",'I q: ,"",I f.rm;fI 
fir<'flft ~ I q: it6 ~ It ~ ~ 
~ ~ I ~ 6 ~ ~ m.: lI'iTI-
~ ~ mT q: ~ ",1fI1r;f 

'1') for.1 'fIlT 'fI I 1ITiI iI'ImI it ~  

PI itt wit ~ ~ !Iitr 'IT<'I"I ~  '"t I 
~ OJ) 6'11T"TOO InT it; ~ it 
ii1 ~i ~1 ~~ ~ 

-i", 'If," It'! 'liT ~ 'IfI<TT t I 'it it; 
t't T ~  ~ itt it "i'li' ri";j' i ~ I 

II1'IN ~ 1  ; q'l( l{ l1 §'R IITf;ro; I 

Bhrl Shre. Na .. ran Du: The 
anlwers to partl <a) and (b) are 
already available. Wh1 Was uu. 
,",uestion admitted? 

Mr. Speaker: Let 11.1 hear the 
VinLiter'. reply. 

Election Symbol 'IIDt' 

+ 
·131. Shrl MadhD LIma,e: 

Shri Barrl: 

Will the Minister of Law be pl.lled 
.. mt.: 
<a) whether it i •• faot that on the 

Iormation of the S.S.P. In 1~4  the 
Kleotion Comml •• ion had allotted the 
~  "Hut" to that part,; 

(b) whether It I. a tact that the 
•. S.P. contested two Parliamentary 
Itye-elections In Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar. two AssemblY bye-el"otlo", In 
-.aJ .. than and A.sam and a general 
aIeet100 In Iterala In 1184-811. and pol-

led, with "hut" a. I1DIbol, more votel 
than were necessary for recolDitioD 
tor allotment of .ymbol.; 

(c) whether it II allO a fact that 
recenlly the Commil.ion· withdrew 
the symbol from the SSP an:! aUotte. 
it to • breakaway ,roup .tyUna ltaelt 
u the PSP; and 

(d) it 10, the reasons for thia decl-
aion and the reaction of Government 
thereto? 

The Deputy Mlnlster iD the MIDI&-
try of La.. (Shri Jaranatba Bao): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The S.S.P. contested one parlia-
mentary bye-election In Uttar Pra-
desh, two parliamentary bye-elections 
in Bihar. one assembly bye-election 
In Assam and none in Rajasthan, with 
the hut symbol allotted to its candi-
dates. In these bye-elections the 
S.S.P. candidates polled between 30% 
and 60% of the valid vote.. In lhe 
mid-tf!T'm general election held in 
Kerala the S.  S. p. candidates with 
the hut as their symbol polled 
8.13% of the lolal valid vote. polled 
in the State. 

(c) and (d). Yes; Sir. The revived 
Praja Socialist Party's .claim to get 
back its old symbol was !!Irongcr than 
the Samyukta Socialist Party'. clalm 
to retain it for the reasons-

(I) The revised Praja Socialist 
Party is .practically the same 
party under almost the same 
leadership as before and i. 
entitled to be treated on that 
footing instead of being treat-
ed as a new party. 

(Ii) The Praja Socialist Party has 
been having the 'Hut' symbol 
for the last 12 years. 

(iii) Apart from the recent Gene-
ral Election in Kernla only 
four 'bye-elections have been 
contested by the Samyukta 
Socialist Party with the elec-
tion symbol 'Hut'. 

oft 'II! ~ . lflfT "f 'n'i 'liif ~ 

~ ~ ~ "" W T1>t 1m 




