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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEARER in the Chalr)
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Manufacture of T.V. Bels

+

*476. Bhri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri Kishen Patinayak:
Shrl Bagrl:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri U. M. Trivedi:
Shri M. R. Krishna:
Shri Jashvant Mehta:
Shri Himatsingka:
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri R. Barua:
Shri B. 8. Pandey:
Shri Rajeshwar Patel:
Shri D. C. Sharma:
8hri Mohammed Koya:
Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri Ram Harkh Yadav:
Dr. P. Srinlvasan:

Will the Minister of Industry and
Supply be pleased to refer to the
reply gilven to Starred Question
No. 414 on the 3rd September, 1965
and state:

(a) whether Government have
received the recommendations of the
technical officers on the proposals
received for the manufacture of T.V.
sets;

(b) it so, the nature of their re-
commendations;

(¢) whether Government have
finalised all the proposals; and
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(d) it so, the result thereof?

The Minister of Heavy Engineering
amnd Industry in the Ministry of Indns-
try and Supply (Shri T. N. Singh):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) They are of the view that T.V.
recelving sets could be manufactured
here utilising the know-how provided
by Central Electronic and Engineer-
ing Research Institute, Pilani

(c) and (d). These recommenda-
tions are under consideration of Gov-
ernment.
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8hri P. C. Borooah: May 1 know
whether it is a fact that differences
of late have arisen amongst the Minis-
tries of Commerce, I & B, CSIR and
Atomic Energy on the very basic ques-
tion whether the TV sets in India
should be produced without foreign
collaboration importing some compe-
nenis or they should be produced with
foreign collaboration with some East
European rupee payment country and,
if #0, what is the fina] decision in the
matter?

Shri T. N. Singh: There is nothing
like amy difference of opinion between
the ministries concerned as referred
to by the hon. member, We have
already set up a committee. Another
committee 12 also looking into the
matter and that report will be coming
to us. In the meantime, we have re-
ceived a suggestion from the Chalr-
man of the Committee on Broadeast-
ing Media that he is studying the
problem and he would like wus to
await his recommendation.

ot wq forsrd: 3w & fadort oqar oY
w97 mmow T8 w mdaw
Wy gq M Awr IAfAET s
AT 1 T=A AT AR AR TEAT
ot
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Shri D. C. Sharma: May 1 know
whether the firm suggested by the
Pilani Research Institute is an Indian
firm or a foreign firm and whether
the persons running thls institute are
golng to have any colleboration with
that firm directly or indirectly?

Bhri T. N. Siagh: The recommenda-
tion regarding that particular firm
has been made by the National Re-
mearch Development Organisation in
regard to the collaboration on the
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Pilani know-how. Out of the four or
five applicants, one name has been
recommended for our consideration.
As a matter of fact, the Pilan| Insti-
tute also is having production, on a
pilot plant basis, of about 1000 gets
per annum.
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Bhrl U. M. Trivedi: Will it be possi-
ble for the Minister to say that no
finalisation of the manufacture aof
T.V. sets in India has been made in
view of the fact that some contract has
been promised by the Government to
a foreign firm for the manufacture
and supply of T.V. sets on a mass
scale?

Shri T. N. Singh: No such under-
standing iy there with any foreign
firm.

Shri P. K. Deo: Unlike the All India
Radio, may I know if facilities will be
given to the Opposition parties to
place their view before the country
through this important means of com-
munication?

Mr. Speaker: Let it come first.

Exhibitlons Abraad
-

*“471. Bhrt P. K, Deo:
Bhri Solankl:
Shri Kapur Singh:
Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) the main features of the exclu-
sive exhibitions abroad which Gov-
ernment of India have planned to
hold during 1965-66 and 1866-67; and

(b) the total amount to be spent

on these exhibitions by the Govern-
ment of Indla?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Commerce (Shri 8. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) and (b). During the
eurrent financial year Le. 1985-88, only
one Exclusive Indian Exhibition was
organised by this Ministry at Belgrade
in July, 1985 through the Indian
Counell of Trade Fairs & Exhibiti
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in that region exhibits showing the
progress made by India in the indus-
trial and other flelds were also dis-
played. Contracig worth Rs. 25 lakhs
were finalised in 'this exhibition and
many more trade inquiries are under
negotiations.

2. This Ministry's programme for
the year 1966-67 is still under com-
sideration of the Government. A
meeting of the Ad-hoc exhibition
Advisory Committee for the purpose
was held on 27th September, 1065.
The Committee recommended organi-
sation of the following Indian Exhibi-
tions abroad during 1986-67:

(i) Indian Exhibition, Prague
(Czechoslovakia).

(ii) Indian Exhibition, Tehran
(Iran).

(i) Indian Exhibitlon, Mexico
(Mexico).

(iv) Indian  Exhibition, Lagos
(Nigeria).

In addition, an Indian Exhibition on
a comprehensive scale in Parls
(France) is under consideration but
this may be held elther in 1968 or
1667

3. The requirement of funds for the
events is still under consideration of
the Government.

Mr. Speaker: As the answer is too
long he could have laid a statement
on the Table.

Shri P. K. Deo: In 1066 there is
going to be a World Fair at Mont-
real. May I know whether the Gov-
ernment of India is going to have a
stall there?

Mr. Speaker: The question relates
ive exhibitions.

Bombay. The accounts of the exhi-
bitlons are still being finalised. The
estimated expenditure is Rs. 8.21 lakhs
out of which the foreign exchange
element is Rs. 5.98 lakhs. The main
features of this exhibition were not
only trade promotional but to deplict
the changing face of India. In addi-
tion to the items of export potential

to

The Minister of Commerce (§hri
Manubhai S8hah): What the hon. Mem.
ber refers to is an international exhi-
bition.

Shri P. K. Deo: What is the differ-
ence between international and ex-
clusive exhibitions?
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Bhri Manmbhai Shah: An exclusive
exhibition is one which is organised
by us. In the international exhibition
we participate like any other country.

Bhri P. K. Deo: Has India decided
to be a party to the Paris Convention
for participating in the various exhi-
bitions?

Shri Manubhai Shah: We are a
party to the International Convention

on Exhibitions and also the Paris
Convention.

Shri Kapur Singh: Have Govern-
ment taken note of the prevalent criti-
cism that such exhibitions tend to be
employed by the ruling party for self-
exhibitionism rather than for advance-
ment of our commercial and cultural
interests?

Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy: It is wholly
wrong. It is for the purpose of
national advancement.

ot W : 9o To HYo FT AT &
w1 g7 a1a & fors & fa SR qaeds
&1 G3TT FAT &, TFRIE NI T5
T o A e & 1 & s g
g & 71 o7 a% A FIF07 F A
frar g ?

oft wopark wmy : A wdT A A
¥\ OAAIAT § F1§ 0a w77 Aewe oo
F a%aT 3 AEi A AT TN AT E |
st {1 ®38 wedtaza o, e o
droqx Mife#iz & wadls weew 7g
=med & afyar oo o

it a® : AT ZAT 91 FTOET AR

Shri Harl Vishnu Eamath: What
have been the concrete gains or losses,
achievements or otherwise of the
India Pavilion at the two sessions of
the New York World Fair? Iz the
Minister in a position to draw up the
balance sheet and give us an idea
thereof in broad outline

Mr, Speaker: It is a different ques-
tion.
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Shri Manubhai Shah: I can draw a
balance sheet for that exhibition but
not for all exhibitions, because on
that exhibition we have spent one and
a half crores of rupees.

Mr. Speaker: Shrimati Savitri
Nigam.
Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: Sir, it

was a very big exhibition. Why
should he not be allowed to give us
an idea? It is closed now and we
can have an idea.

Mr. Speaker: I have disallowed the
question. Would he kindly resume
his seat?

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: This
was an international exhibition and
we had a good pavilion there.

Mr. Speaker: The main question
was about exclusive exhibitions that
India held in various places.

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: 1
believe this refers to all exhibitions.

Mr. Speaker:
exhibitions.

Only to exclusive

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: What
about the second part of the ques-
tion? Sir, you can enlarge the scope
of the question.

Mr. Bpeaker: The second part must
be governed by the first.

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: Not
necessarily.

Shrimatl Savitri Nigam: In view
of the fact that such exhibitions have
proved to be very useful in increas-
ing our exports and acquainting other
countries with our goods and markets.
1 would like to know whether Gov-
ernment has decided to make a perma-
nent unit instead of recruiting people
every time for participating in such
exhibitions abroad, and if the anawer
is in the affirmative....

Mr. Speab
enough.

One  questi is
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Shri Manubhai Shah: Actually, we
have a permanent unit, the Directo-
rate-General of Exhibitions. The
recruitment of certain staff like ex-
perts is on a permanent basis. So
far as visitors and guides are con-
cerned, it is better to recruit fresh
people every time so that experience
is continually gained.

Shri Warlor: On a comparative
study of exclusive exhibitions and
participating in international exhibi-
tions, which is more profitable to our
country and which gives more satis-
factory results?

8hri Manubhai SBhah: Both are
satisfactory and wvery helpful to the
country.

st TsATTR ;Y S gIdfen
faeii % woa o fa=r fear am T &,
XA AT €T FY wrdt aqt § o, g7 9
fegar sma gFm WY TAR W@ A
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AT T FTT KA FIT qfEETT F A
qg Fur a1 5% faA wifs faviq &7 &
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oft wpard w77 A7 g qE
Frzr g e iy A w7 g g,
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to maintain even the export trade you
have got to have exhibitions.
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8Shrl 8. V. Ramaswamy: Invariably
there is the difficulty about the finan-
cial position owing to certain accumu-
lation of goods. In order to facilitate
the actual running expenditure and
the working of the mills, these facili-
ties are provided now.

ot armft ;T e o 7T e
art fag Ay Fowtdy dar foen 8 &
Iq qETO X w1 ogEIE v ¢
RuT ¥y AT & 7 Y uw A ¥ feww
feame & femmE wor § o aee
FA w4 wroEEl &1, I faAi &,
whr  frafiegs $OT ¥ w1 fa=m
T Tdr § ? e o qun faar fem
g F e a?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri

Manubhal Shah): These are only a
few mills out of more than 560 mills, -

The whole point is that when & mill |
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becomes too old, it is not worthwhile
nationalising as the hon. Member has
suggested. Nationalisation cannot
take place of one unit; you have to
nationalise the whole industry. What
the Government is doing is that when-
ever such bad units crop up, we
appoint authorised controllers and get
them modernised in the long term.

ot wy fedt : gAY frer 3T @7
g9 %7 W1 4%z WrAT §, TS oW
feadt frm a g1 1 8, T@ o faea
wegT a3 ¢ fafem T §,
WErOeE, THT W et # 7 oag A
Forefrer wzTaT €t w1 7Y & T TERTEE
FETE T &8 w73 1 O o e
faat s

Shri Manubhai Shah: This has been
answered very many times by my
colleague and myself here.

ot wy fewd : fer A dw7
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WTEHT EIT A AT NCE |
Shri P, C. Borooah: Why does Gov-
ernment squeeze credit rather than
offer any facilities to the industry
particularly at a time when more and

more production ls the only slogan
of the day?

Shri Manubhal Shah: We are help-
ing these for more production. But
the unit must be worth running; you
cannot afford to lose.
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Shri P. B. Chakravertl: May 1 know
whether Government have laid down
specifications for improving the tech-
nigue of work and for having efficient
management so as to justify the finan-
cial assistance?

Shri Manohkai Shak: Omnce the
Government does take over the ynits,
I hope the bon. Member will appre-
ciate that the authorised Comtroller
does whatever he can. At ome time,
in 1961-62, he had 37 mills—if I forget
not—running under us and each one
was maeking profit. Once the mills
were properly reorganised, they were
either handed over to the original
owners ur 10 NEW OWDeTs.

Shri Sham Lal Baraf: May I know
whether, after this recent conflict with
Pakistan, there is again a spurt in the
lifting of these stocks or the stocks
heve begun to move in the market?

Shri S. V. Bamaswamy: There is
a slight improvement. Formerly, it
was about 430,000 bales of cloth and
now there is a reduction particularly
after Diwali and it has come down to
428,000 bales. With regard to yarn
also, it was about 168,000 bales and
now it has come down to 180,000
bales.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: In reply to
Shri Madhu Limaye's gquestion, the
hon. Minister, Shri Manubhai Shah,
mentioned three or four factories—
one in Kanpur—and may I know
whether it is a fact that for the Muir
Mills Ltd., the Government has stood
surety for Rs. 40 lakhs of working
capital and that all actions have been
completed and, if so, what is the
reason that this mill is not being re-
opened?

Shri Manubhal Bhwh: As soon as

the legal forrmmiities mre over, we
shall restart the mill.

ot vy =tfem - ¥ fermm
¥ oF g & Fxmziga g fea gn-
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Shri Somavane: As a result of the
measures taken by the Ministry, as
stated by the Deputy Minister, may
I know how many mills have restart-
ed working, and particularly in Maha-
rashira what sieps are being takesn
1o start the Sholapur Spinning aod
Weaving Mill?

Shri Manubhal Shah: This has been
covered already many times.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.
Visit of Industrial Delogation &
African Countries

480, lhl-li-f. R. Chakraverti:
Shri P. C. Boroeah:
Shri M. Kampure:
Bhrl Eanakasabal:
Shri Mobammed Koya:
Shr Onkar Lal Berwa:

Will the Minister of Cemmeros be
pleased to state:

(a) whether ap Industrial Delega-
tion visited some African couniries %o
find out the prospects of setting uwp
industries on a joirt basis in those
soumtries and promoting techmioal
and economic -collaboration;

(b) if so. the names of the coun-
tries wisited by the Delegution; and

(¢) the main recommendations
made by them?

The Deputy Minister in the Minks-
try of Commerce (Shrl 5. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) and (b). An Industrial
Delegation consisting of some well-
known Indian industrislists snd spon-
sored by the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
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has  recently visited some West
African countries to explore inter

alia the possibilities of setting up of
joint industrial ventures in that area
with Indian collaboration. Countries
on the itinerary of the Industrial
Delegation to West Africa were
Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone,
Guinea and Senegal.

(e) The delegation has just return-
ed to India and their recommenda-
tions will be known when their report
is received.

Shri P. R. Chakravertl: May I know
whether any outline has been worked
out which will necessitate the invest-
ment in those countries and, if so, to
what extent?

Bhri 8. V. Ramaswamy: We are
awaiting the Report and we will then
know what has to be done.

Shrl P. R. Chakravertl: What are
the reciprocal benefits which are
likely to accrue from the agreements
entered into with those countries?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhal Shah): These were the
business delegations that went for
finding out the possibilities of joint
ventures and to also have more export
and import trade between the coun-
tries concerned and to create the
.necessary goodwill.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May 1 know
in which of the countries the team
found considerable scope for export-
ing our traditional commodities like
tea and jute and what steps Govern-
ment have taken to augment the ex-
ports to these countries?

Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy: When a
Delegation goes, they go over the
entire gamut of Indian exports and
see whatever can be possibly exported.

Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that China has made a substan-
tial dent into the African markets as
s result of which our market in Afri-
can countries has slumped, may 1
know whether the visit of this parti-

_rutar Delegation to the African coun-
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tries could achieve any tangible
results in counteracting the Chinese
commercial menace in these coun-
tries—] would like to use the word
Chinese ‘penetration’ into these coun-
tries.

Shri Manubhai Shah: Regarding the
first part of the question, I have only
this morning returned from three East
African countries. The impression
sometimes conveyed in this House is
based on totally incorrect facts. There
is very little Chinese penetration into
these countries as far as commerce
and trade are concerned and the wvisit
of our Delegation as well as the visits
of many other Delegations have con-
siderably helped to see that the pro-
per atmosphere is maintained and the
necessary friendship developed bet-
ween us and these countries.

Regarding the second part of the
question, the increase or decrease in
exports to these countries is now much
dependent on their own production
programme; those goods which they
were traditionally buying from us
are now being manufactured by them.
On the whole, the trend is now better.
Once the joint ventures which the
varlous Indian entrepreneurs are
establishing in those countries come
up, we shall have the proper benefits.

it wmfrem e ;& S S
g % gw TdWwa 7 913 ¥ agw w0
ag faart fawdt figar av f srafasar
9 AW F ¥ i fae A el
WO & aoet § AT forer 0 37y Ao i
ATH W

Shri Manubhai Shah: Any amount
of credit that we extend to these
countries is usable like all inter-
national credits for purchase of equip-
ment and machinery.

Dr. Ranen Sen: In view of the facl
that we want to increase our trade
relations with these African coun-
tries, may I know whether the Gov-
ernment have thought over the utility
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or necessity of sending official Dele-
gations to these African countries
instead of sending private industria-
lists’ Delegations?

Shri Manubhal Shah: Both the
Delegations were there: mine was the
official one and the other was the
non-official one. The mixture is
always better.

Shri Harl Vishon Kamath: Will he
lay a statement on the Table of the
House on his wvisit to these African
countries, sometime next week? Tt
will be a good thing, if he does.

Shri Manubhal Shah: Yes, next

week or as soon as the report is
received.

Shri Shinkre: The hon. Minister
has just now said that, in the coun-
tries which he visited recently, China
has not been able to penetrate com-
mercially. May I, therefore, know
which are the countries then with
which China has been able o expand
its export trade to the tune of Rs. 2,500
to Rs. 2,800 crores per year?

Mr. Speaker:
not arise.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad: May I
know whether it is a fact that recently
the prospects and atmosphere for
joint wventure in African countries
have received a setback because out
of dozens of licences granted to a
few industrialists, excepting ome or
two, the others are still rotting in
the pockets of these industrialists?

S8hri Manubhai Shah: It is not true.
As a matter of fact, every one of
them is being used. I myself flew
day Tbefore yesterday to Kisemu
where a big Indian textile factory is
coming up. It has become a temple
for industrialists. ...

That question does

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: We know
that there is one Birla's temple In
Nigeria, but we are asking about
other temples.

8hrl Manubhal Shah: In Nigeria
tour factories are coming up; in Ethio-
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pia, two textile factories are running.
[ have alreagyp laid on the Table of
the House Tnformation about the

actual factories which are running
there.

off Wy qwdT ;¥ ST A g
f At guver FNMA TET T4 o7 FAE
ae 37 qewi 7 e awg o fad @
FTCAAT ¥ wem & ¢ frare
femrar @i

aww wgwE . I P o
ur ATt § |

Incentive Scheme in Rallway

‘Workshopa

*481. Dr. Sarojinl Mahishi: Will
the Minister of Rallways be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
‘Incentive Scheme' introduced in the
Railway Workshops has been a
failure;

(b) whether the staff receive double
their pay by doing the same job with
no increase in their out-turn; and

(c) whether this has caused dis-
contentment among the workers to
whom this scheme {s not made appli-
cable?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Rallways (Dr. Ram BSubhag
Singh): (a) No, Sir.

(b) No, Sir. The incentive bonus,
for which there is a ceiling limit of
50 per cent, is strictly related to the
number of man hours saved in doing
specified jobs.

{e) No, Sir.

Dr. Barofinl Mahishi: May I know
what are the estimates of additional
out-turn during the perlod in which
the incentive scheme was working?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh:
with the pre-incentive period, ie.,
1957-58, there has been a 50 per cent
improvement in productivity I the
HRailway workshops.
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Dr. Sarojini Mahishi: May I know
tae difficulties experienced by Gov-
vrnment in making this scheme appli-
vable to the other workers who are
ilso very keen to take advantage of
this?

Dr. Ram SBubbag Singh: Actually,
there are about 1,21,218 workers in
vur workshops, and virtually #3.6 per
cent of the workers who are supposed
to be engaged on production work
wre covered by this. Those who are
not on that type of work are not
covered.

Shri Bishwanath Roy: May I know
whether there is any regular system
of estimating the actual increase in
output by this scheme?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Yes, there
is a scientific system to determine It

Shrl A. P. Sharma: In view of the
fact thet this incentive scheme has
not only increased the productivity in
the railways but has also proved
beneficial to the workers, is the Rail-
way Administretion cont lating
any incentive scheme for the rest of
the workers?

Dr. Ram Subbag Singh: As I have
said earlier, this scheme has been
extended only to the production units
Regarding the other units, the gques-
tion has not yet been taken up.

Dr. Ranen Sen: When the incentive
scheme was introduced in the rail-
way workshops, did the railway
authorities instftute a thorough and
good method of fimding out the norms
on the basis of which this incentive
scheme could be introduced?

Dr. RBam Subbag Singh: According
to our own light, the system that we
have introduced is more or less good;
only it it had not been of the proper
standard could we have conceived of
the idea suggested by the hon. Mem-
ber.

Shri 8. N. Chaturvedl: May I know
whether the waging has been done
on the basis of the man-hours or on
the basls of production?
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Dr. Bam Subhag Singh: The gllow-
ed time is computed from basic data
built by an analytical method and
includes ellowance for general handl-
ing, gauging, fatigue and s0 on and
so forth.

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: According to
the hon. Minister about 1,20,000
workers would be covered under this
scheme, and they are mostly doing
productive jobs. May I know whe-
ther Governmemt contemplate to
expand this scheme even to those
workers who are incidental to pro-
duction, in other words, who are help-
ing production though not exactly
engaged in the production job?

Dr. Ram Subhag Bingh: As regards
those engaged on ancillary jobs imci-
dental 40 production, the scheme has
not yet been made applicable to them.
We have for the time being confined
it to direct production. The earlier
question by Shri A, P. Sharma also
related to this, and he also suggested
in a way that the socheme should be
extended to the rest of the railway
workers also; that question has not
vet been considered.

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: My question
was differemnt.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister says
that for the present there is no pro-
posal to extend the scheme to the
other sections of the workers.

Shri 8. M. Banerjee: I wanted to
know whether the scheme would be
extended to cover those workers who
are helping production.

Mr. Speaker: That ia what the hon.
Minister has already answered. He
has said that those who are helping
incidentally in pr ion are mnot
covered yet.

Shri D. N. Tiwary: May I know
whether Government have any idea
of the amount paid by way of incen-
tive to the workers?

Dr. Ram Sobhag Singh: It comes
to sbout 27 per cent. Bomewhere it
is more than 40 per cent, somewhere



4011 Ural Answers
else it is 36 per cent, but in no case
is it less than 27 per cent; on an
average it comes to about 27 per cent.

Broad-Gauge Rall Link for Assam

+
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shrimati Renuka Barkataki:

Will the Minister of Rallways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to the demands
of the traders of Assam for improv-
ing the link provided by the broad-
gauge line between Assam and the
rest of the country, as summed up in
the report published in the Statesman
dated the 14th October, 1985; and

(b) if so, Government's reaction to
these demands?

The Deputy Minister in the Minls-
try of Rallways (Shri Sham Nath):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The broad guuge link to Ban-
gaigaon and Jogighopa will have a
capacity of about 600 broad gauge
wagons after the railway bridge,
incorporated in the Farakka Barrage,
is completed. The capacity of the
wagon ferry at Farakka has elready
been augmented to 400 wagons per
day, and, therefore, this is the present
limiting capacity. Road and River
transport facilities for handling traffic
beyond Bongaigaon and Jogighopa are
yet to be augmented and hence the
400 wagon capacity of Farakka Ferry
is mot fully wutilised at present.
Schemes are on hand for augmenting
movement facilitiee beyond Bongai-
gaon and Jogighopa. The traffie
requirements to Assam area can be
fully met, by the present 400 wagon
ferry capacity and later with 600
wagon capacily on the bridge over
the Barrage. Therefore, there is no
justification in going in for the con-
siderable investment required for a
second ferry at Sakrigalighat and a
new brosd geuge line between Sakri-
galighst and Kurmedgur.

*483.
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Shri P. C. Boroaah: 1s it not u fact
that due t repeated suspension of
the river® Wraffic through Pakistan
waters to Assam, the Government of
Assam and the Assam Congress re-
presented to the Prime Minister
during his recent visit to the State
that immediate construction of the
extens'on of the broad gouge link
bevond Bongaigaon to Gauhati should
be undertaken to improve the trans-
port facilities in Assam? May I know
the Government's reaction to it?

Shri Bham Nath: As regards the
metre guuge line bevond Bongaigaon
and Jogighopa, we are taking several
steps to augment the capacity of this
section and with a view Lo increare
that capacity, a centralised traffic
conlrol system has recently beea
introduced. It is hoped that with the
introduction of this system, the capa-
city of this metre gauge line will be
augmented to o considerable extent.

Shri P C. Borooah: That was not
my question.

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Rallways (Dr. Ram Subhag
Singh): The hon. Member had asked
whether it is a fact that a represen-
tation was made Lo the Prime Minjs-
ter when he visited the State for
extending the broad gauge line beyond
Jogighopa. The Government of Assam
have alsp approached the Planning
Commission and the Railway Minis-
try. The entire thing will be gone
into.

Shri P. C. Borooah: Will Govern-
ment take up the construction of the
small stretch of broad gauge line
between the north bank of the Ganga
and Kumedpur, a distance of only 3
miles?

Shri Sham Nath: As regards the
suggestion for another ferry at Sakri-
galighat with a view to increase the
distance btetwecn this ferry and the
international border, it has been esti-
mated that the incrcase in dist-
ance will be only about 25 kilo-
metres and therefore, therc would
oot be any partioular mdvantage In
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having another ferry
ghat.

Shri Hem Barua: It is not a ques-
tion of augmenting the metre gauge
line beyond Jogighopa and Bongai-
gaon. Is it not a fact that in the
interest of the security of the State
as also in the interest of its economy,
the people of Assam are demanding
that the broad gauge line be extended
beyond Jogighopa and Bongaigaom to
Dibrugarh? If it is fact, may I
know whether Government has given
any consideration to this relevant fact
in the interest of the security and
economy of that State?

at Sakrigali-

Dr. Ram SBubhag Singh: That was
precisely the answer given earlier to
a supplementary by Shri Borooah.
The Government of Assam have
approached the Railway Ministry and
the Planning Commission and they
did make a representation to the
Prime Minister when he recently paid
a visit to the State. But as you
know, we will have to have a bridge
between Panchtantra and Jogighopa,
that is, near Jogighopa on the Brahma
putra and only then that extension
matter will be examined and the
whole thing finalised. In the mean-
time, the Transport Ministry in con-
sultation with, and co-operation also
of the State Government is going to
construct a port there, an inland port
with a view to handling both goods
as well as passenger traffic.

Shri Hem Barua: May 1 make a
submission? The other day the hon.
Fi Minist has promised a
bridge over the Brahmaputra at Jogi-
ghopa. May I know whether the
Railway Ministry has taken that into
consideration or not?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: There is
no question of backing out, because
we are as eager as anybody else to
have it.
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Shri A. P. Sharma: By what time
is the Farakka Barrage expected to
be completed?

Shri Sham Nath: By 1870-71.
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Arms from British Commercial
Manufacturers

+
*484. Shrl P. C. Borooah:
Sbri D. D. Parl:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Bhri Kindar Lal:
Bhri Onkar Lal Berwa:

Will the Minister of Industry and
Bupply be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been
change in the attitude of British Com-
mercial manufacturers of military
hardware regarding the supply of
equipment ordered by India;

(b) if so, the steps taken to get the
commitments fulfilled; and

(¢) whether Government anticipate
any difficulty in this regard?





