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Repuirs and White Washing of
Government Ruolldings

+
*306. Bhri Yashpal Bingh:
Shri Kapur Singh:
Shri Ralakrishnan:

Will the Minister of Works and
Housing e pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment have decided that the repairs
and white washing of Government
bulldings should be stopped forth-
with; and
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(b) if so, the amount likely to be
saved as a result thereof?

The Minister of Works and Housing
(Shri Mehr Chand Khanna): (a) and
(b). As a measure of economy, it has
been decided to suspend works of
ordinary annual maintenance like
whitewashing, repainting, repairs and
additions and alterations. Essential
repairs will, however, be carried out
with the approval of the competent
authority. It will not be possible to
have &n idea of the amount of savings
on account of suspension of these
workg till the end of the financlal

year.
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Shri 5. M. Banerjee: 1 em happy
that Government ha- realised. ...

Mr. Speaker: 1 would request the
hon, Members to avoid those expres-
siong or references which are not
required to make the guestion intelli-
gible.. ...

" Shri Hem Barua: You advise Mem-
bers to avoid happiness also, Sir.

Bhri S. M. Banerjee: I am only
happy that the Government is trying
to avoid white-washing in the interest
of economy. [ want to know whether
instructions had been issued to sce
that the houses are at least cleaned
if not white-washed?

Bhri Mehr Chand Khanna: It is not
my duty to clean the houses. My duty
is to give them a proper shape and if
the house of the hon. Member needs
a little bit of white washing it shall
be done.
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Shri Jashvant Mehta: As a messure
of economy governmeni has taken
decion not to whitewash and repair
buildings. But between the Purlia-
ment House and the North Avenue
the government iz demolishing the
Government offices and this decision
has been taken at the highest level:
Circulars have been issued that new
building construction should be taken.
Will the Housing Minister clarify the
decision to demolish  those buildings
now?

Shri Mehr Chand Khapna: I am
only demoluhing  those barracks
which have outlived their life and
are @ danguer to the inhabitants. .
(Interruptions,) May T aswer, Sir?
They ask questions and are not ready
to hear the replies. As far as White-
washing and other things are concern-
ed, if we find that health conditione
require that, proper attention  ghall
be paid,

Shri Shivaji Rao S, Deshmukh: What
is it that the hon. Minister has in
mind which needs urgent white-wash-
ing so that the povernment buildings
are safe?

Mr. Speaker: Next question.

Foreign Exchange Positien

+
*307. Shri 5. M. Banerjee:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri Hem Raj:
Will the Minister of Finanee
pleased to state:
(a) whether the foreign exchange
position has since improved;
(b} if sp, how it compares with the
last year; and
(c) the further steps taken and
proposed to be taken to improve the
position?
The Minicier of Plannimg (Bhri B,
R. Bhagat): (a) No, Sir.
(b) To take one indicator of the
foreign exchange situation, wir, the
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