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LOK SABHA

Friday, December 10, 1965/A graha- 
yana 19, 18B7 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock.

[ M r . S p e a k e r  in  the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Manufacture of Rifles for Civilian 

Target Shooting Practices
•778. Shri Karni Singhji: Will the

Minister of Industry and Supply be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any 
proposals to permit the manufacture 
of rifles, guns end cartridges for civi­
lian target shooting practice* in the 
private sector; and

(b) if so, the broad outlines there­
of?

The Minister of Heavy Engineer­
ing and Industry in the Ministry of 
Industry and Supply (Shri T. N. 
Singh): (a) and (b). A study is
being undertaken to assess the demand 
of rifles, guns and cartridges in the 
next five years. If the study of the 
demand reveals that there is a require­
ment which is large enough to sup­
port the setting up of one or more 
economic units, it is proposed to ex­
plore ways and means of assisting 
units in this regard.

Shri Kami Singhji: May I know
why Government have persistently 
turned down the request of the 
National Rifle Association of India 
and other bodies for the manufacture 

.of target-shooting arms and ammuni­
tion within this country, more so when 
we know that there is a great short­
age for the same?
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Shri T. N. Singh: The hon. Member 
is aware of the whole thing more than 
I would ever be aware of, because it 
was through him that th e  proposal 
was first initiated. But the point is 
that the Defence Ministry feels that it 
is a highly precision job and it may 
not be possible for any of the private, 
sector organisations to undertake this 
kind of work. They have felt that by 
and large with the demand that was 
there they would be able to meet the 
requirements, but during th e  last one 
or two or three years, the position did 
certainly change, and, therefore, the 
whole question is under considera­
tion.

Shri Karni Singhji: Are Govern­
ment aware that due to the defence 
commitments, if the present system of 
producing guns and rifles for civilian 
use remains the monopoly of the ord­
nance factories, it would be years be­
fore the target-shooting movement 
would ever be able to gain momen­
tum?

Shri T. N. Singh: That is what I
have said that in view of the present 
preoccupation of the Defence Minis­
try with other important production 
programmes for their own Forces, it 
is felt necessary to consider the whole 
question in great detail and that is 
being done. It will be recalled that 
the manufacture of arms and ammu­
nition is in Schedule A of the Indus­
trial Policy Resolution. That is also 
another question which has to be dis­
cussed.

Mr. Speaker: Is the Parliamentary 
Rifle Association prepared to under­
take it?

Shri Karni Singhji: No.
Shrimati Savitri Nigam: In view

of the fact that there is a great de­
mand for getting this rifle training in 
the country, may I know why the
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Ministry is not taking immediate 
steps at least to give permission or 
to make arrangements for the pro­
duction of air guns which have prov­
ed to be very successful in giving 
training to the people?

Shri T. N. Singh: We have licens­
ed a unit for manufacture of air rifle*, 
in Gujarat. Another which was 
licensed or which was proposed to be 
licensed in Punjab has somehow fallen 
through.

Shri Bern Raj: May 1 know whe­
ther Government have received any 
proposal from the Punjab Govern­
ment that ttiey want to muke these 
guns.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister says 
that that has fallen through.

: sRT STTVTT Vt
W  srra »Tcrr $

vnr fann ancTr t
*  3ft vjNttV i  $ v  f  i
WT *̂PPt tftfWcfr t  0̂ <T4T *TT 

RT $f«RTTT
»̂T SPTr̂ T ?

^  h o  « n o | ^ :  ^  %
»̂TTf ^ 4  ^rr

?ft*T t  V̂ TT ^ f*F ^  
fenrt fTvTT̂ faRT ^  t̂ 
'Wfnrr vt ^t*t ?r?ff ^  i
Shrimati Eamdulari Sinha: May 1

know whether rifles will bo supplied 
to the ladie«i also when they are im­
parted rifle-training?

Shri T. N Singh: How can there
be any objection to that?

Mr. Speaker: Why should the
ladies not start a factory by them­
selves?

«ft *irrr faf fawrcft : ^  
1947 % 7^3" % snro ^fwnn 
wft̂ i 0  % ?rf» fv

f»TT ?ft *ff I WT *RcTT <TR- 
1VWT fft eVPT JTT T̂XVTX VT
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km w  *^(Um : vr <sranr
^  f ^ T T  I

V U if t  T W f : T i f V f c T R  * J 5
% *prr
srat c tts t?  %  sft^ff i f f w ® r  ftn rr o rnt i
S W f t  JfT R O T T l i f  aft ^ T ? ft  I  *
T O n T % v m % f ^ r q [ f t
^ t t  ff^rfcT %  < r r a t r  q r  ^  ^  $
^ rt? ^ *5 w  c[wt H)H"1 *F t
S T O T T  f a ^ T T  W e f t  |  ^ ft ^ T c T
^ci I '^’i r  ^ T .  ^ t * f t  «Ft ^  tft i  ?

*̂ rV f^ro »fTo : jrfw rem  ^ft
^  f?TQ[ ^ f N r w n r  %  r̂
i t  TTqr ?Tf t  ^TTcfV # cT 5 T n T

? r tr  Ph r i t ' j t  T ^ t  ^  1
P̂TmT ^PTITf %
T̂T T̂<FT ^ ?f3T rfT ^t jftf^1 ^  T t̂  ̂

f̂ r ^nrr ^TT^T STT^J ^
?TtT ^ T ^ l ^ T T  H«i ^ P ETT ^ t  I 
3ft ^  TTf^Hfft f ^ V ^ H

f ^ c n  m r  t  v $ r $ r z \ T  11
t o  i f t  ¥ t  f ^ T %  t
^ rr  fV^TT fwrm t̂t ^ 1

Shri S. N. Chatarvedi: What is
the assessment about the quality of 
certain arms being manufactured stili 
by private manufacturers in some 
parts of the country?

Shri T. N. Singh: I do not know; 
there may be surreptitious manufac­
ture. There is nothing legal about it.

Shri Shinkre: Since the question
relates to the manufacture of guns and 
cartridges for civilian use, why should 
Government or the Defence Ministry 
worry so much about their quality or 
precision? Or am I to understand 
that the Gandhian philosophy of non­
violence also should apply in this 
matter . . .

Mr. Speaker: Shri Yashpal Singh.
Shri Shinkre: What is the reply?
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Mr. Speaker: Gandhian philosophy 
has nothing to do with this.

Starl Shlakre: Then the first part 
may be answered.

Hr. Speaker: No, no.

: TOT fafTOT:
% T̂T̂ r 3  *r?r 1 aft

^  % ?tt^  qft J

*rrq- ft  w t  | t fk  *  ft  
yfRft f , u)T ^  *ft ^nfsx ^ far srnrrt 

tfrreffar sttst <*ft *rt 
wx ^?fV 1 ift *rmr> *n  

^  <1̂ 1 I* f*T sf)T ^  *S[rT,
^t| $  fo e r  3r ft, art fa  vrrsf 

fa *rh ?  *rV ?

UUJW ^  eft

v  fr o ?  Trarr *rm ffrn 

+
*774. «ft wo mo : 

ift *0 m o f l t t f  :
5HfT :

«ft q n m  :
•ft ffo f *  :

*rrfFnn
w\ rrr *t^t fa  :

(v )  f^T flTTR vr StfT’T 29
1965 ^ "f^5WT5T CTjptf'

qf "*ft?s jftar »rart*F”
•TTHV ift^V ^HTT̂ R iftT
qTTftcr fa*TT »TCT $ w r  *RT
$ fa  FTW **TK <TT ŴTT 'TT̂ T
«nrr $ ;

(m) tf, ?ft WT *R¥TT % 
nfnr t t  firdOTTT^ xtn: <paff *t 
ĉlT T̂TI% % faipnff thfT

t ;

(*T) WT f w ^ f f  % f^TR it 
^  frt̂ fT KTrrrfrv ^ %r^t fa**? 
t t  I ;  iftr 

(w )  q fa  jrr, 5ft facRT t ffa T fim *  
^ n m r  $ ?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Steel and Mines (Shri 
Thimmaiah): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) and (d). The investigations car­
ried out by the Indian Bureau of 
Mines have revealed the existence of 
traces of gold associated with copper 
mineralisation. The gold content 
varies from traces to 0‘3 grammes per 
ton of ore and as such is not econo­
mical to exploit on a commercial 
scale.

Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: May I know 
whether the investigations have been 
completed and Government has de­
cided not to go in for the exploitation 
of these mines?

Shri Thimmaiah: Yes, Sir.

Shri Joachim Alva: India has a
place less than the tenth rank among 
the gold-producing countries cf the 
world while the Soviet Union within 
30 years has jumped to the second 
place. We are content only with 3 
gold mines. Is there a dynamic pro­
gramme bef&re Government to ex­
ploit more of these and other mine­
rals in the country?

The Minister of Steel and Mines 
(Shri Saa)iva Reddy): This is about 
a particular place which we hnve in­
vestigated. The whole of India has 
not been surveyed. If ond when we 
find gold in better quantity, naturally 
We will exploit it.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Alva rues***
some sites. They may be exploited.

Shri Safcjtva Eeddy: Mont cer­
tainly.




