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Sbri Vuwlevan Nair: May I know 
whether the Government has con-
sidered the question of taking over 
the Bharati Textile Mills in Pondi-
cherry which was closed down re-
cently? 

Mr. Speaker: That does not arise. 

AsIan CommoD Market 

638. Shrl Bart Vishnu Kamath: Will 
the Minister of COIIIIIIerce be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
under consideration either BtU> motu 
or emanating from a foreign country 
or organisation, a proposal for an 
Asian Common Market or alterna-
tively a Common Market for all 
democratic countries of AsIa; 

(b) it 90, the details of the propo-
sal; and 

(c) the gtage at which the consi-
deration thereof has reached? 

The Minister of Co........."., (Shrl 
Manubhal Shah): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) and (e). Do not arise. 

Shrl Bart Vishnu Kamath: Is it not 
a fact that there is a global trend to-
day, reftected In the movements such 
as the European Common Market, the 
Arab Common Market, and If so, does 
the Government suo motu on their 
own, propose to take up this matter 
and sound other Asian countries, at 
least the democratic Asian countries, 
with regard to an Asian Common 
Market and, If not, the reasons there-
for? 

Sbri Manubbal Shah: This question 
has come up several times betore the 
Economic Commission for Asia and 
Far East. The general conlensUB 
among the Asian countries has been 
that a Common Market errvisagel a 
common level of development and 
prosperity. As the Asian countries re-
present various degrees of under-
development, for Instance, India, 
Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon, Laos or 
Cambodia, It has not been found proc-
Ii coble to consider any Common Mar-

ket at the present juncture. It is true 
that an Arab Common Market is 
being proposed, and how far will it 
succeed is a question that remains to 
"be seen. 

Shri Barl Vlshnn Kamath: Has the 
attention of the Minister been drawn 
to a re,ent statement of the Japanese 
Prime Minister wherein he has stated 
that his country would like to draw 
closer towards other Asian countries 
in the sphere of trade, commerce and 
industry and it so, what has been the 
reaction ot the Government to that 
proposal? 

Shri Manubbal Shah: The Govern-
ment only shares the feelings and 
sentiments lexpre<sed by the hon. 
Prime Minister, Mr. Sato, of Japan. 
We have in-vited a very high-powered 
business delegation from Japan very 
soon. Similarly two Delegations are 
going trom India to Japan maybe, the 
Finance Minister also will be going 
to Japan very soon. 

Sbri Bar! Vishnu Kamatb: The 
hon. Minister also will ·be going? 

Sbri Manabhal Shah: Later on, 
some other dignitaries also will be 
visiting Japan to draw the two cow>-
tries closer fOr technical and econo-
mic ~  

Sbri K. D. MaJavlya: With regard 
to the views expressed by the Minis-
ter on the merits of the question ot 
Asian Common Market, is that the 
considered view at the Governmpnt 
also? 

Shr! Manabbal Shah: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: The Question Hour is 
over. 

I must ~ the members 
today because the supplementaries 
were to the point and not very long. 

Sbri Natb Pal: Is it a compliment 
to Mr. Kamath? . 

Sbri Bar! Vblmu Kamatb: He also 
put a question. 

Mr. Speaker: Yes, a special compll-
ment to Mr. Kamath. 
SbrI S. M. lIImerjee: Congratulations 
to the Minlsten aloo for the re.dy-
made answers. 




