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(a) whether Government's attention
has been drawn to a news-item pub-
lished in the Statczmuan of 3rd Octo-
ber, 1065 (page 9, column 3) to the
effecl that  Russia is rushing more
Kerosene Qil to India o tide over the
present acute shortage of this essential
commodity;

(b) if so, the total quantity of
Kerosene Oil gnd other petroleam
products which Russia has agreed to
supply; and

(e) whether it will fill the gap of
the country's requirements of
Kerosene oil?

The Minister of Petrolenm and
Chemicals (Shri Humayun Kabir):
(a) and (b). Yes, Sir. The Indian Oil
Corporation have entered into con-
tracts for the import of 12,15000
tonnes of petroleum products includ-
ing kerosene from the USSR, and
are negotiating for certain additional
imports of petroleum products from
that country during the current year.

(c) Yes, Sir, except to the extent
that kerosene has to be diverted for
Defence requirements.

Cochin Refinery

*8. Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri Daljit Singh:
Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shrl Kapur Singh:

‘Will the Minister of Petroloum and
Chemicals be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the ini-
tially estimated cost of Cochin refinery
has gone up to the extant of rupees
five crores;

(b) if s0, the reasons therefor;

{c) whether this is further likely
to g0 up by the time of its comple-
tion; and

1d) the progress made so far in its
construction?

The Minister of Petrojeum
Chemicals
{a) and (b).

and
(Shri Huma¥iin * Kablr):
The cost of the refinery
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is now estimatled at Rs. 21-92 crores,
which is Rs. 407 crores higher than
the initial estimate mede on the basis
of prices in 1962, The increase is due
lo the rise in prices and the higher
rate of cusloms duty on cauipment
and materials and the inclusion of an
unfrreseen  expenditure on construc-
tion of dock facilities,

() No, Sir.

(d) Construction work is in pro-
gress and the refinery is likely to be
commissioned by the end of the finan-
clal year.
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Fertilizer Plants
*12. Shrimatl Sharda Mauokerjee:

Wili the Minisler of Petroleum and
Chemicals be pleased (o staie:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
U.S. Bechtel Corporation has made a





