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at Munich, while there were some
stalls from Pakistan which does not
export much, we did not find a single
stall frem Indie, though India exports
locomotive engines, wagons, etc, and
we produce aircraft also, in that In-
ternational Transport Exhibition, and
so, may I know what is the view
of the Government in thig matter?

Mr, Speaker: It is a different ques-
tion. frsslt &1 fas g1 w1 & dfew
wTq a1 IF FT TE AN AC |

Shri Priya Gupta: Part (b) of the
question sayg about exhibitions orga-
nised in other countries.
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AmAs et § fooqd w27 980

Trade with East European Countries
*816, Shrl P. R. Chakravertl: Will
1 A

the Minister of C ce be
to state:

(a) the prospects of the expansion
of trade transactions between India
and East European countries, speci-
ally in non-traditional goods; and

(b) the gtepg being taken by Gov-
ernment in this direction?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhal Shah): (a) and (b). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House,

STATEMENT
Proapects for expansion of India's
trade with East European countries
in non-traditional goods are very
bright. As trade with East European
countries {s transacted on bilateral
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basis with mutual consent of the Gov-
ernments concerned, every opportuni-
ty is taken to remind those Govern-
ments of the necessity for their pur-
chase of guch non-traditional items,
that are required for their economy
and are presently manufactured in
India. In all trade negotiations this
matter is  highlighted and trade
agreementg do specify a large number
of engineering, chemicalg as well as

consumer goods as exportable
items from India. To intensify
owur efforts in this direction ex-

hibitions are regularly organised in
those countries, technical and business
delegations ure also sent every now
and then to contact the East European
Countries’ Buying organisations for
cultivating their interests in our non-
traditional items, The State Trading
Corporation of India hag alsg establish-
ed its offices in some of those countries
and is maintaining frequent contacts
with enterprises in addition to fina-
lizing contracts for supply of such
goodg from India ag are envisaged
under the trade agreements.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: In view of
the prospects of expansion of India's
trade with east European countries,
may I know, up till now, to what ex-
tent we have been able to enter into
contracts with some of these countries
and the financial transactions which
ore likely to follow from them?

Shri Manubhal Shah: As the hon
House is aware, our trade with the east
European countries, particularly, has
been very gratifying; in the last five
years, the trade hag almost ten times
expanded particularly with the Soviet
Union. Now, in the fourth Plan, the
Minister of Foreign Trade, Mr. Peteli-
chev, and hig team are expected to
come here in the firsi week of Novem-
ber and we are going to double the
trade between India and the Soviet
Union from the present leve] of Rs, 75
crores each way or g total of Rs. 150
crores, to Rs. 300 crores both ways
in the fourth Five Year Plan,

Shri P. B. Chakravertl: Is it a fact
that the Government of India and the
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Yugoslavian Government have now
entered into g joint venture to explore
the potentimlities or the possibilities
of our expansion and, if so, with what
effect?

Shri Manubhai Shah: This is also
true; Mr. Briley, the Deputy Prime
Minister of Yugoslavia wag here at the
beginning of this year and we have
entered intp a joint economic co-opera-
tion agreement between India and
Yugoslavia and we are thinking of
putting up a wagon assembly plant in
the port of Rijak so that we can ex-
port Indian weagons from here and
sell them to Yugoslavia after re-as-
spmbling. It is also going to be the
focal point of all these transport
equipment for the whole of eastern
Europe. Likewise, Yugoslavia is also
helping us to put up ventures in third
countries so that Indian machinery
and equipment and technical know-
how could be re-exported to those
countries,

Shri Raghunath Singh: May I know
what are the prospects of export of
our enginecring angd electrical goods
to these countries?

Shri Manubhai Shah: There are
good prospects.

Shri Warlor; May I know whether
the Government will see to it that the
private manufacturers and exporters
also get opportunities to export mate-
rials from here to the East European
countries, apart from government to
government level?

Shri Manubhai SBhah: It is precisely
%0. We have a mixed economy here.
In fact, in the recent Leipzig Fair,
more than 60 Indian industrialists took
part and we were the biggest stall-
holders in Leipzig.
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Shri Sham Laj Saraf: In view of the
fact that the Eust European countries
have a socialist economy, may I know
if we have by now been able to find
dependable channels in order to cana-
lise our exports and imports with
them?

8bri Manubhai 8hah; We also deploy
different techniques to suit different
commodities, Some commeodities are
canalised through the STC, of which
we have five in number now. In pther
cases, we allow private trade to nego-
liate deals with the socialist countries

Shrimatl Tarkeshwarl Sinha: Hag it
vome to the notice of the Government
that one of the lacunae in our trade
with other countrieg is the lack of our
exhibits being demonstrated in those
markets? 1f so, what steps are being
taken (o remove that?

Bhri Manubhal Shah: This is really
so, We are not in a position to ex-
hibit as many items as we would like
to do. But with the limited resources
we have, we have been trying overy
vear to participate in a minimum of
one exhibition in each of the socialist
countries,

Shri D. C, Sharma: May [ know
if an assessment hag been mede of the
needs of these East European countries
as to the goods that we can supply
and if so, whether we are able to ful-
fil all their needs?

Shri Manubhal Shah: It is impos-
sible to fulfil all the needs of ail th~
countries. But certainly our effort is
to sell as much manufactured goods of
our country as possible which we have
in rather larger supply here. Unfor-
tunately, the economies of the socialist
countiries are not yet consumer-goods-
oriented. They prefer to buy only
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basic materialg or raw materials from
us, It is our constant endeavour to
sell more and more of our manufac-
tured industrial products.

Sixth Steel Plant

+
( Shri P. C. Borooah:
817 Shri Himatsingka:
) Shri Kanakasabal:
Shrl Mohammed Koya:

Will the Minister of Sieel and Mines
be pleased to state:

(a) whether negotiations have been
going on with France for the setting
up of the sixth Steel Plunt in the
public sector in India; and

(b) if so, how far the negotiations
have progressed so far?

The Deputy Minister in the Minls-
try of Steel and Mines (5hri P. C.
Sethl): (a) and (b). Certain French
parties have shown interest in explor.
ing the possibijlities of seiting up of
a steel plant in this country. They
have been told that ccllaboration|
asgistance could be considered pro-
vided finance on suitable terms could
be arranged. No specific prcposal has
however so far been ceceived from
these parties.

Shri P. C. Boroogh: May I know
which are the possible siles under the
consideration of the Government for
the location of this plant, and how
Hospet gtandg a chance, which was re-
commended as the second best site for
the fifth steel plant?

Shri p. C. Sethi: The question of
the site would arise much later, We
are now seized of the site for the
fifth plant.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether the Government have decid-
ed upon the minimum limit for Indian
participation in flnance and also in
the technical engineering works, so
as to avoid uncertainty as was ex-
perienced in the Bokaro plantt
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Shri P, C. Sethi: All these consi-
derationg would arise later. At pre-

sent only an interest in exploring
the possibjlities has been ghown by
the French and Germin parties.

Shri Himatsingka: Having regard
to the fact that many public under-
takings are located at places on con-
siderations other than merit, will the
Government give an assursnce to the
House that in matters of important
projects like g steel plant costing a
very huge amount and involving very
heavy foreign exchange merit only
will be the consideration in taking a
decision?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri Sanjiva Reddy): Yes, Sir, merit
would certainly be taken into consi-
deration, but other factors also are
there which are much more impor-
tant and those factors also will be
taken into consideratjon.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi; May I know
whether this task of exploration has
also been entrusted, ag understand
it has been, to our Embassy in
France; if so, whether any progress
has been made by our Embassy in
France in respect of identilying the
parties with whom we could colla-
borate; if so, on what terms?

Shri Sanjiva Reddy: 1 think every-
thing is in a prelimjnary stage be-
cause we will have to provide finances
in our own Plan, rupee finsnce and
all that, Our Plan itself is in a nebul-
ous position still and ~llotment of
money for the Fourth Plan has atill
not yet been finally derided. There-
fore, our Ambassador in France is
not in & position to proceed further.

Shri Sivamurthi Swamy: Sir, ex-
pert committees have becn appointed
by the Ministry and so many reports
have been submitted in this behalf.
But only one report, the Anglo-
American expert commiltee's report,
hag been placed in the library. In
that report two places have been re-
commended—one iy Hospet and the
other is Vishakhapatnam. Therein it





