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Shri R. G. Dubey: May I know whe-
ther the scheme will cover also the 
lands which suffer from salinity? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Yes, Sir. We 
propose to conduct research and ex-
periments on saline lands also. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: May I know what 
would be the main outline of the 
functions of this Corporation and 
whether this Corporation will also 
function to reclaim arid zones in the 
country? 

Shri Shab,nawaz Khan: For the arid 
zones, a separate Desert Development 
Board is being constituted. That will 
look after the arid zones. But this 
will deal with other waste lands. 
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Shri Kapur Singh: I want to know 
whether these reclaimed lands are 
proposed to be cultivated as State 
farms or State co-operative farms 
only or whether these will be handed 
over to the owner cultivators also. 

Shri Shabnawaz Khan: At present, 
the idea is to have large-sized State 
farms. 
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PreeervaUon of Wild Life 

+ r Shri P. R. Chakruerti: 
*153. ~ Shrimati Savitri Nigam: 

L Shrl Yashpal S.lngh: 

Will the Minister of Food a.aIII' 

Agriculture be pleased to stat.e: 

(a) whether a National Policy ,-D' 
Wild Life Preservation has 'been' 
adopted at the three-day conference' 
of the. Indian Board for Wild Life; 

(b) whether an objective ~t 1  of 
the problem including Game Laws 
has been made and a review of lheir 
effectiveness made; and 

(c) whether there is anv proposal' 
to set up National Parks and 
Sanctuaries to stop rapid deorease in 
wild life? 

The Deputy Minister in the Mlnis-
try of Food and Agriculture (SIui 

Sbahnawaz Khan): (a) No, Sir. The 
Indian Board for Wild Life referred 
the detailed consideration of these 
questions to the next meeting of its· 
Standing Committee. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) There are already three National' 
Parks and over 81 Wild Life Sane-

tuaries in existence in the Cotmtr:J'-
Creation Of more National Parks .... 
Sanctuaries has been recommended to 
the State Governments. 

Shri P. R. Cbakraverfl: May I know 
if the Government bas taken effective-
steps to save wild life from tm. 
ravages of poachers? 

Shrl Shahnawaz Khan: We a~ 

constantly drawing the attention of 
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State Governments to the undesirable 
activities of poachers and I am glad 
to inform the hon. Member that some 
States have taken effective measures 

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: Has the 
Government drawn a definite line 
demarcating the particular species 
which can be allowed to live in the 
areas inhabited by human beings and 
which have to be taken away from the 
places where the people live? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: really 
cannot understand which species the 
hon Member means except the cobras 
and' scorpions which could not be 
alJowed in places where people live. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May 
know whether any survey has been 
made to determine as to what are the 
particular species of wild life v .. hich 
are being killed and. about which 
there is a danger that they will be 
extinct for all time to come and, if 
GO what steps have been taken to 
~ te t those particular species? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: There are 
certain species, especially the hunting 
cheeta., which are already extinct. 
There are other species of deer type, 
the musk deer and they are on 
the verge of extinction. Similarly, 
fhere are certain species of birds 
which are almost becoming extinct 
like the white-winged duck and the 
Great Indian Bastard. There are many 
species which are almost on the verge 
of extinction. We are creating sanc-
tuaries where we can breed these 
animals and birds and protect them. 
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Shri Jaipal Singh: Is the hon. 
Minister in a position to inform the 
House whether, in the survey, any 
proper accounting has been done of 
the number of Jungle dwellers who 
have been evicted from these sanc-
tuaries as has happened recently in 
Simlipal Hills area, where by making 
that area into a sanctuary, 300a 
Adivasis have been evicted and 
have not been rehabilitated any-
where? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: I do not 
have any detailed figure of persons 
who have been displaced, but it is 
truly the responsibility of the State 
Government to rehabilitate those 
people who are evicted. 

Shri Basumatari: May I know 
whether the attention of the Govern-
ment has been drawn to the fact that 
valuable wild life rhinoceros found 
only in Assam and due to inadequate 
guard they are ein~ killed in large 
numbers? If so, may I know whether 
the Government is taking steps to 
preserve the valuable wild life? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Yes, Sir. I 
very much regret to inform my hon. 
friend that it is a fact that rhinoce-
roses from Kaziranga Sanctuary were 
ki1led recently in fairly large num-
bers by poachers. The horn of the 
rhinoceros is exported and it fetches 
very high price in some countries, 
mainly China. The poachers dig 
trenches in the jungle, trap the rhino-
ceros, kill them and export their 
horns. This is correct. We have asked 
the State Government to take effec-
tive steps. 

Shri R. Baroa: May I know whe-· 
ther the Government is aware of the 
existence of an inter-State ring of 
traders operating for the sale of 
rhinoceros' horns and if so, what steps 
Government are taking to bring to 
book the traders who are indulging in 
this business? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: There are 
gangs who are engaged in the export 
of rhinoceros' horns and the Customs 
authorities at Calcutta caught hold of 
Borne rhinoceros' horns while they 
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were being smuggled out of the coun-
try as cycle spare parts. The State 
Government is tightening up patrol-
ling and guards in the sanctuary. 

Shri Himmatsinhji: The hon. 
Minister has just now said that the 
'Government is considering earmark-
'ing of some areas for preservation of 
those species which face extinction. 
May I know whether they have decid-
ed upon any area fOr the preservation 
of the Great Indian Bastard? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The natural 
'habitat of the Great Indian Bastard is 
in the deserts-Kutch desert, Rajas-
than desert--and certain areas -are 
-being demarcated and declared as 
'protected' areas and we are trying to 
'save them. 
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Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know 
whether apart from being victims at 
the hands of the miscreants, these 
famous one-horned rhinos are subject-
ed to persecution in their own home-
land in Kaziranga on account of the 
area being flooded every year by the 
Brahmaputra, and if so wheTher Gov-
ernment have any proposal to have 
some flood control measures also for 
that area? 

Shr! Shahnawaz Khan: It is true 
that due to the annual floods, the 
Kaziranga sanctuary is flooded, and 
the animals migrate to higher regions. 
While they are migrating to the tea 
gardens, they are shot at or at least 
many of them are shot at. We are 
taking steps to make sure that they 
are not destroyed in that manner. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. 

Shri Karni Singhji: May I ask one 
supplementary question? Since I 
represent shooters, I hope you wfil 
permit me to ask one question. 

Mr. Speaker: It was probablY 
because of that that I did not allow 
him. 

Shri Karni Singhji: I would like to 
know whether Government are 
aware., . ., ., . 

Mr. Speaker: I am sorry. I have 
called the next question. 
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