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Bacterial Infections
•*00. Shri Raghnnath Singh: Will

the Minister of Health be pleated to 
atate:

(a) whether a description of five 
types of wild ducks which transm it 
persistent bacterial infections in Sibe
ria and India has been forwarded by 
the Soviet Union to the Scientists in 
Bombay;

(b) whether a research on the ducks’ 
role as transm itters of infection was 
conducted jointly by Omsk and Bom
bay scientists under a World Health 
Organisation programme; and

(c) if so, the findings thereof?
The Mlalater of Health (Dr. Snahlla 

Nayar): (a) to (c). A statement is 
laid on the Table of the House.

S t a t t m e n t

It has been reported by the Bombay 
Natural History Society that five 
apeciea of migratory birds between 
West Siberia and India have been 
found to be positive to antigens of 
aome viruses. The birds concerned 
are three species of Wagtails (Meta- 
cilia flava, M. citereola. and M. alba), 
the migratory sparrow (Passer comes- 
ticus parkini) and the Common Teal 
(Anas crecca). Helped by a grant 
from the World Health Organisation, 
the Society has been engaged In an 
investigation of bird migration in 
India and on the possible rale of 
migrating birds In the transport and 
dissemination of certain arthropod- 
borne viruses between their foci in 
Siberia and India. It conducts field 
camps in various localities In autumn 
and spring where winter-viaiting 
birds, chiefly from U S S R.. are netted 
and marked with Identiflca'ion rings 
for rtudv of their migratory move
ments. Ticks are collected f-om these 
birds for identification and for deter

mining if they are locally acquired 
species or picked up in other landfe 
during the bird's halts en route. Tl®  
Society has also been collected blood 
samples from theae migratory bir<ft 
for serological studies by the Omsk 
Institute of Diseases with Natural 
Foci. A comparative investigation h  
carried out by the Omsk Institute alSB 
on blood collected from a number qT 
selected species common to both 
countries, on their breeding grouncl 
in Siberia in summer as well as fh 
their Indian winter quarters. Th» 
first report on blood samples collected 
in India has recently been received 
by the Society and ia being studied 
by them.
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Cpnc«ra*j are chiefly of the Russian 
Spring Summer Encephalitis complex, 
Omsk Haemorrhagic (ever and Kaya- 
a n u r  Forest disease;.

Shri Narendra Sin gh Mahida: May
I  know whether flamingos are alio 
Included among the birds suffering 
from these diseases?

D". Sashlla Nayar: In the question, 
mention was made of wild ducks. 
There are certain other types of birds 
Khich i r e  also of a migratory nature.

. Shrl Hart Vishnu Kamath: Lame
diickf.
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Shrl D. C. Sbarcna: May I know
Whether the samples of blood collect
ed have been examined? If so, what 
are the indications from the exami
nation? How are the people going to 
fee warned agains' these wild ducks, 
because most people, Including Shri 
Raghunath Singh, think that they are 
vg:y tasty and go in for them?

ShrT R tgbanafh Singh: I am a
rfrlct vegetarian.

Dr. 8 nfWla Nayar: I may assure
f t r  hon. Member that by eating wild 
ducks people are not going to get the 
fofectim.

Shrl Shan Lai Saraf: Is the hon.
Minister aware that there are well- 
known places particularly in Kashmir 
where wild ducks particularly from 
Siberia come, stay and go back. Have 
any precautions been taken or advice 
offered against the spread of these 
diseases?

Dr. Sushlla Nayar: This is only a
preliminary study. The study la 
simultaneously being made in India 
and in a selected Institute in Russia. 
Data are being exchanged and are 
being studied by scientists. There ar* 
no conclusive proofs as yet available.

Shrl Harl Vishnu Kamath: Part
(a) of the question refers to ducks 
from Siberia. Has any assessment or 
examination been made as to whether 
ducks and drakes arrive in In ila  
from other countries like China and 
the western countries also?

Mr. Speaker: Still we are in the
preliminary stages.
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Per Capita Rural Ijacome

+
f  Shrl Snrendra Pal Singh:
] Shrl Mohan Swarup:

* "  *) Shrl J P. Jyotlshl;
 ̂Shrl D S. Patil:

Will the Minister of P laaatag be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey of per 
capita rural income has been conduc
ted; and

(b) if so. the agency employed to 
conduct that survey and the method* 
n»ed by it to arrive at it* conclukion* 
and

(c) the conclusion* arrived at?




