875 Oral Answers

change, does the Government pro-
pose devaluation of the rupee?

Shri B. R, Bhagat: The Finance
Minjster has discounted the idea. [
think the guestion does not arige.

Bhri P. R, Patel: The Bank Rate
has been reduced in Great Britain,
but the Bank rate of interest in our
country is about § per ecnt and the
market rate comes to 18 per cent.
1 want to know whether the cost of
production in our country would be
more than the cost of production in
Great Britajn and we could not send
our goods outside the country.

Shrl B. R. Bhagat: 1 do not know
where he got the figures 9 and 18.
The Bank Rate, after reduction, is 6
per cent at both the places.

Shri D. C, Bharma: May 1 know
whether India, being a member of
the Commonwealth, was consulted
formally or informally befors the
Bank Rate was reduced by the U. K.
Government and if nof, what are the
obligations of being a member of the
Commonwealth?

Shri B. R, Bhagat: No obligation in
this respect; neither Government
consults the other.
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Shri Sham Lal Saraf: The control of
bankers' money is understandable.
But in a developing ecunomy as we
have in our country, is the Govern-
ment aware that, for legitimate pur-
poses, money has become scarce and
if at all it is available, it is dear.

Shri B. R, Bhagat: It has nothing
to do with the going up or coming
down of the Bank Rate in England.

Shrimatj Ramdulari Sinha: May X
know whether it is a fact that, du-
ring this period, there has been im-
crease in the rates of Indian banks
and if so, why it was not possible to
allow a proportionste reduction im
the transaction of Indian banks?

Shri B, R. Bhagat: We are not
governed by the rates of U K. Bank
Act. We have our own independent
judgment. We do it for our own
economic considerations. It is true
that recently the deposjt rates of
Indian banks have gone up.

Separate Plan for Agriculture

Il’Shrl Vidya Charan Shukla:
Shri R. §. Pandey:
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Shri K. N. Tiwary:

Will the Minister of Planning be
pleased to refer to the reply given to
Starred Question No. 578 on the 25th
March, 1865 and state:

(a) whether Government have com-
sidered s separate plan for agricul-
tural production both at the Central
and State levels in order to give more
impetus to the agricultural produe-

(b) it mo, its salient features; and

(c) the final decision of Govern—
ment in the matter?
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The Minister of (Shri
B. B Bhagat): (a) to (c). It is pro-
posed to prepare a separate publica-
tion entitled “Agricultura] Develop-
ment in the Fourth Five Year Plan,
1966-71".  The State Governments
have been asked to make the details
available for the purpose. A tentative
table of contents of the proposed pub-
lication is placed on the Table of the

House. [Placed in Library, see
No. LT-4566/65].
Shri Vidys Charan Shukla: The

table is not available along with the
statement. It has not been given to
us,

Mir. Speaker: I shall find out then.

Shri Vidya Charan Shokla: May I
know if the Government of India
have fixed up some guiding principles
or directives for the framing of this
agricultural plan? If so, what are
those guiding principles or directives
which have been fixed for prepara-
tion of this plan and have they been

. communicated to the State Govern-
ments?

Shri B. B Bhagat: The State Gov-
ernments  have been asked to give
full details of their scales and pro-
grammes covered wunder various
heads of Agricultural Development.
Also details about other programmes
like major or minor irrigation, rural
manpower development, fertiliser re-
quirements and other industria] in-
puts required to fulfil those pro-
grammes have 10 be given. The Table
of Contents gives all the details. I
am sorry if my hon. friend has not
got a copy of the same.

Shri Vidya Charap Shukla: T want
to know whether any guiding prin-
ciples have been laid down by the
Planning Commission, and if so, what
they are,

Shri B R. Bhagat: It iz difficult 10
give all the details, but broadly the
Table of Contents specifies 32 heads
under which these details have to be
given. And as I said, broadly, all the

h and progr for agricul-
tura] development during the Fourth
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Plan period have to be given along
with the other requirements in re-
gard to agriculture, whether it be
man-power requirement or material
requirement or industrial require-
ments and so on; these have to be
provided in an integrated way.

Mr. Speaker: The Question Hour is
now over. Next item.

Shri Hlem Barua: Could you plense
ask the Health: Minister to answer

Q. No. 997
Mr. Speaker: 1 canpot ask her to
reply. It is for Ther to make that

request.

Shri Hem Barua: May I appenl to
the hon. Health Minister to rep]y‘tﬂ
Q. No. 99 relating to gastro-enteritia
in Assam?

-
Mr. Speaker: I am sorry. We shall
now take up the Calling-attention-

notice.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS

Gastro-Enteritls in Assam

{ Sbri P. C. Borooah:
| Shri Hem Barua:
| Shri Yashpal Singh:
| Shri Hukam Chand
e |  Kachhavaiya:
" Shri U Jyotsna Chanda:
Dr, Saradish Roy:
Shri R. Barua:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri Ram Sewak Yadav:

Will the Minister of Health be
pleased to stale:

(a) whether it is a fact that ga;tro-
enteritis/cholera took a heavy toll of
life in recent months in the Eastern
Zone particularly in Assam;

(b) if so. the total mnumber of
deaths on this account since May,
1965 in that region as a whole and in
Assam; and





