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Madras Harbour Explosion
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Will the Minister of Transpert be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that an ex-
plosion took place in the Madras
Harbour on the 3rd June, 1965;

{b) if so, the number of persons
killed and injured;

(¢) whether an inquiry has been
conducted into the Incident; and
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(d) if so, the results thereoft

The Minister of Transport (Shri Raj
Bahadur): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) Number of persons killed : 3

Number of persons injured : 27

(e) and (d). An enquiry into the
accident has been conducted by the
Inspector of Explosives, Southern
Range and the Commissioner of
Police, Madras. Their repont =
awaited,

Belf-Suficiency in Foed

*44. Shri Harish Chandra Mathur:
Wil] the Minister of Food and
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that while
in Australia, he made a statement
that India will be self-sufficient in
food in ten or fifteen years;

(b) what is the basis for such a
statement,;

(e) whether Government
reviewed the matter; and

have

(d) if so, the conclusions arrived
at?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramanlam): (a to
{d). In my statement in Australia, I
saig that my attempt was to see that
self-sufficiency in cereals i: attained
within the next five years. I am as-
sured by the Scientists that this is a
possibility and it could be achieved
provided we proceed in the right way.

In view of the crucial importanze of
increased agricultural production in
the national economy the pregrammes
of agricultural developmeni are pro-
posed to be given very high priority.
This matter is under constant review.

As for the broad approach to be
adopted under the Fourth Five Year
Plan it has been laid down that agri-
cultura] programmes will he formu-
lated in terms of (i) a systematic effort
to exiend the application of science
and technology, (ii) cremtion of a
more favourable economic environ-





