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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I
know whether it is a fact that there
is some complaint in gome quarters
that in gending certain delegations
abroad in some cases the deserving
officers, people with seniority and all
that are bypassed by the manoeuvra-
bility of gome officers who are not
normally justified for holding that
job and going ebroad?

Shri B. E. Bhagat: They are, as I
said, very carefully gscreened. So
there should not be any such com-
plaint,

Shri Joachim Alva: May 1 know
how many officers are accompanied
by their wives. If they go singly on
official work, how many wives follow
them and when do their grown-up
children follow them who later on
get scholarships from the respective
governments?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: No officers are
accompanied by their wives when
they go with these delegations.

Bome hon. Membersrose—

Mr, Deputy-Speaker: Let us go to
the next question. The information
ig being collected. I should not have
allowed even a single question, but
I have allowed many,

Shri Ranga: Sir, I rise to a point
of order.

In reply to the question put
by Shri Venl WEainh hath
officers out of their proper turn and
seniority had been chosen to accom-
pany these delegations, the only
answer given by the Minister was
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that they are very carefully screened
and therefore such a thing should not
happen. That is not a proper answer
at all. Whet the House would expect
the hon. Minister to say is that such
a thing would not be done hereafler,
We want an assurance with regard to
that matter,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has said
that they will be screened.

Bhri Ranga: Even with the screen-
ing it has happened.

Sbri B. R. Bhagat: I do not accept
sthat allegation. What I said is the cor-
rect answer, I seid that they are care-
fully screened and therefore there
should be no such complaints, But if
the hon. Member has some instance,
let him come out with it and I will’
examine it. But I cannot accept such
a vague question (Interruptions).

Rodent Cont

*660, Shri Surendra Pal Bingh: Wil
the Minister of Health be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some
time back, Government constiluted a
Committee to consider the problem of
Rodent Control and to tuke effective
measures in that direction; and

(b) if so, how far this Committes
has been guécessful in the achieve-
ment of its object?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Health (Shri P. 8. Naskar): {(a)
and (b). Yes, Bir. The Government
has wet up a Committee to consider
the problem of rodent control in all
its aspects.

Informaltion regarding the existing
organisation and measures adopled
for control of rodents in the different
parts of the country is at present
being gathered and ocompiled. The
work involved is very extensive, What
further measures need to be taken
for effective rodent control can be
congidered on receipt of the Con-
mittee's recommendations, The Com-
mittee is expected to submit its report
by the end of March, 1966.

1O Lad




8555 Oral Answers

Bhri SBuremdra Pal Singh: It is said
by eminent scientists and experts that
God has not created life in vain, that
all His creatures have a certain func-
tion to perform in his scheme of
things, and thalt nature automatically
keeps a balance between them, and
that balance should not pe upset by
human beings. May I know whether
the hon, Minister of Health agrees
with this view and, if so, would not
any act on the part of Government
in the direction of rodent control up-
set that balance of nature?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon.
Member iy entering into philosophy.

The Minister of Health (Dr. Sushila
Nayar): 1 have no desire to enter
into un exchange of opinion on the
subject. All that I can say is that
rodents at the present moment are a
source of great damage to our food-
grains and endanger health of the
people. So, we have to do something
about controlling them.

Shri Sarendra Pal Singh: Has any
assessment been made to find out the
total rpodent population in the

country?

Bhri P. 8 Naskar: It is very diffi-
cult to find out the rodent population
in the country. Recently 1 met an
expert of WHO and he also told me
that it is not possible to guess the
number of rodents in any given area
of a country. The Nutional Institute
of C icable Di has pub-
lished a pamphlet where it has said
that the rodent population is about
six times the existing human populs-
tion in the country.

Shrj Harl Vishnu Kasath: Is there
any truth in a recent press report—
perhaps by the National Institute; 1
#m not sure—that there are round
about 5,000 million rats im our
country? And even it the figure be
different, is it a fact that rats have
wnultiplied so fast, either because our
cats have become lary, ease-loving,
may be even non-viol or b
the cat population fas not kept pace
with that of rats end, I 0, has the
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Committee been asked to go into this
matter of cats also?

Mr., Deputy-Speaker: How doss
any Commiltee come into the picture?

Shri Hari Vishng Kamath: The
Government say that they have set up
a Committee, Will it deal only with
rats and other rodenty or with cats
also?

Dr. Bushila Nayar: I have not been
able to follow the question. The rat
population is estimated to be....

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Sir,
may I repeat the question, because
she has not heard it? She was not
attentive perhaps.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Yes.

Shri Hari Vishou Eamath: Recently,
there was a press report that there
are round about 5,000 million rats in
our country. Even if that figure be
different, iy it a fact that the rats
have multiplied so fast either because
our cats gre ease-loving, lazy, maybe
even non-violent, or because the cat
population has not kept pace with
that of rats? If so, has the Govern-
ment got any scheme with regard to
cats also?

Dr. Sushila Nayar: Bo far as the
estimates of rats sre concerned, it is
said that the population of rats may
be something like 2,400 millions. It
may not be an €xact number, like the
human census, but it is a fair approxi-
mation. There are certain methods
like counting the rat droppings, clos-
ing rat holeg ut one end and counting
the number of rats In that hole after
cynagassing ete. that these estimates
are based on. As for the balance
between cats and rats, 1 am not in &
position to say enything. We have
no sch for ir i b
of cats.
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Shri Basappa: May I know whether
Government is aware of the growing
di of elephantiasis in the South
Kanara District, ...

Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad: That will
be on the next question.

Shri D. C, Sharma: While we are
eradicating these rats, ghall we keep
due proportion or balance between
male rates and female rats?

Mr. Depuiy-Speaker: Order, arder.
Shri Hem Barua.

Bhri Hem Barua: Since, according
to the hon. Minister, the rat popula-
tion iy multiplying very fast in this
country, may I know if our Govern-
ment proposes to introduce and orga-
nise family planning among rats?

Mr, Deputy- spnker O'rder. order.

Bhri Berwa.
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Bhri Kapuy Singh: The concluding
portion of part (a) of the question
justifies the supplementary ag fto
whether there is aubstance in the
fmpres:ion that this committee has
been entrusted with the task of actual
destruction of rodents in the land. Or,
has it merely been asked to report on
how to do so?

Dr. Sughila Nayar: The committee
will only submit its report as to the
extent of the problem, and suggest
the ways and means of dealing with
it in an effective manner. The com-
mittee cannot be expected to imple-
ment the conirol scheme.

Bhri Shivajl Rao 8 Deshmukh: Is
there any truth in press reports that
the rat eradication programme— the
cost incurred thereon by many muni-
cipalities—worked out at a rate of
Rs. 100 per rat catch?

Dr. Sushlla Nayar: There is no basis
for such a report. Tt iz completely
wrong.

Shrl Sham Lal Baraf: My gubmis-
sion is that there are other very im-
portant gquestions. We  have had
enough of questions on this

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Next guestion.
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