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8br1 P. Vedatasabbalall: May I 
know whether 1t is a fact that there 
is some complaint in lome quarters 
that in sending certain delegation. 
abroad in some cases the deserving 
ofticers. people wiih leniority and all 
that are bypassed by ihe manoeuvra-
bility of .ome oflleers who are not 
Dormally justified for holding that 
job and going abroad' 

811r! B. L Bbapt: They are, u J 
.. id, very carefully ,creened. So 
Ibere should not be any Iud> eam-
plaint. 

8br1 Joaehim Alva: May I know 
how many olllcer. are accompaAied 
by their wlvel. It they go singly aD 
oftIciai work, how many wives follow 
them aDd when do their il'0wn-up 
children follow ihem who later aD 
,et scholarships from the respective 
,overnmente, 

8br1 B. B. BJaqat: No olllcen are 
accompanied by their wives when 
they go with thele dele,atioDL 

IIome hoD. M_bersro,e-
Mr. Depaty-8peaker: Let ua go to 
the next question. The informatloD 
is bein, collected. I shouid not heve 
allowed even a .ingle question, but 
I heve allowed DI8IIJ". 

8br1 BaDp: Sir, 1 rise to a point 
of order. 

In reply to the question put 
by Shri Venbtuub6aiah wheiher 
olllcers out of their proper turn anI! 
OIeniority had been chcwm to accom-
pany these delegations, !be only BmW_ liven bY !be KinIIter ... 

that Ibey are very carefully acreene4 
and therefore luch a thinll should not 
happen. That is riot a proper answer 
at all. WlNt the House would expect 
the hon. Minister to .ay il that .uch 
a ihing would not be done hereafter. 
We want an aSlurance with rellarel to 
that matter. 

Mr. DepatJ'-Speaker: H. h.. ..id 
that Ibey will be .ereened. 

8Jarl BaDp: Even wiih ihe acreen-
ing 1t has happened. 

SbrI B.  B. Bhapt: I do not accept 
.that allegation. What I aaid Is the cor-
rect answer. I laid that they are care-
fUlly screened and therefore ihere 
.hould be no such complaintl. But if 
the hon. Member h'" lome In.taru:e, 
let him come out with It and I will' 
examine It. But I cannot accept IIICh 
D v8gUe queltion (IntnTuptiona). 

Rodent Control Committee 

"660. 8br1 Sarendra Pal S .... : Wlll 
the Minister of Heallb be pleBled to 
atate: 

(a) whether it is a fact that some 
time blck, Government constituted a 
Committee to consider the problem of 
Rodent Control and to take elrcctiva 
measures in that direction; and 

(b) If so, how far thrs Committee 
has been successful in ihe achieve-
ment of ita object? 

The DepatJ' Mbllster bI tile MInts-
try of Healtb (8hr. P. 8. N ..... r): (a) 
and (b). Yes, Sir. The Government 
has aet up • Committee to conalder 
the problem of rodent control in aU 
Its aspects. 

Information regarding the editing 
or8'llnisation and IDealURa adopted 
for control of rodents iii ihe dilrerent 
parto of ihe country is at pr ..... nt 
.belnr lathered and compiled. The 
work Involved Is very extensive. What 
turiher measure, need to be taken 
for elreetlve rodent control can ba 
considered on ncelpt of the Co..n-
mittee'l recommendations. The COm-
mittee Is ezpectecI to lubmlt Its rePOrt 
by Ibe end of Kan:II, 1888. 
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Bbrl 5ureII4n Pal BIDIh: It Is said 
by eminent scientist. and expert. that 
God has not created life in vain, that 
all His creature.<! have a certain func-
tion to perform in his Bcheme of 
thinll., and thai nature automatically 
keeps a balance between them, and 
tlrat balance .hould not be upset by 
human being.. May I know whether 
the hon. Minister of Health agrees 
with this view and, if 80, would not 
any .ct on the part of Government 
in the direction of rodent control up-
eet that balance of nature? 

Mr. ~  The hon. 
Member is entering into philosophy. 

ne MlDlater of Bealth (Dr. 1I ..... 11a 
NaJar) : I have no d •• ire to enter 
into an exchange of opinion on thl! 
• ubject. All that I can say Is that 
rodents at the pr&'ent malDent are • 
eouree of great dama'e to OUr food-
Brains and endanger health of the 
people. So, we have to do lomethine 
.bout controlling them. 

Ihrl Bareadra Pal 8lqh: Has any 
•••••• ment been made to find out the 
total rOdent population in the 
country? 

IIJu1 p .•. Nukar: It III very dilll-
cult to find out the rodent popul.tlon 
in the country. Recently 1 met an 
expert of WHO and he also told me 
that it is not possible to Bueas the 
number of rodents in any liven area 
of a country. The Notional Institute 
of Communicable Diseases has pub-
lished a pamphlet where it has .aid 
that the rodent population Is about 
eix timelthe exlstine human popula-
tion in the country. 

Shrt Rarl VI*B_ KaJiIatIl: Is there 
any truth in • recent p...... report-
perheps by the National Inatltute; 1 
II'In not sure---that there are pound 
about 5,000 million rats in our 
~  And even If the fts\ll'e ~ 
different. il it a faet that ratl haw 
'IIlultlplied 10 fast, either ·bee ..... Olll' 
ClOts have become l.y. aase-1oYID1, 
may be eveft rum-vloIetlt, or beea .... 
the eat population fiN DOt kept pace 
whh that of rata and, tr fI/S,' bile t:1Ie 

Committee b ... n asked to BO mto tbl.s 
matter of cats al.o? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: How d_ 
any Committee come into the picture? 

Sbrl Bar! VIsbDD Kamath: The 
Government say that they have .et up 
a Committee. Will it deal only with 
nits and other rodenle or with eats 
also? 

Dr. Buohlla Nayar: I have not been 
able to follow the question. The rat 
population is estimated to be .... 

Shri Bar! ViIIIDD Kamath: Sir, 
may I repeat the quellion, because 
ahe has Dot heard It? She 111''' DII4I 
attentive perhaps. 

Mr. DepDIJ-8peaker: Yel . 

Shri Ban VIIIIuna Kunath: RecenUJ. 
there wa.. a press rePort that there 
are round about 5,000 million rata in 
Our country. Even if that fil!ure be 
different, Is It a fact that the rata 
have multiplied SO fast either beeau8e 
our cats are ease-loving, lazy, maybe 
even non-violent, or because the eat 
population has not kept pace with 
that of rats' If so, hu the GOvern-
ment IfOt any scheme with raprd to 
cat. also? 

Dr. 8aah11a NaJar: So far a. the 
eotimateo of rats are coneerned, It bI 
.ald that the population of rats IIIBl' 
be something like 2,400 millions. It 
may not be aD e,.act number, like the 
human census, but it il a fair aPP'oxI-
mation. There are certain methodl 
like countine the rat droppinp, clos-
ing rat holes at one end and countlne 
the number of rats In that hole after 
cynagasslng etc. that the.e eatimatee 
are based on. A. for the balanft 
between cats and rats, 1 am not In a 
position to say anything. We haft 
DO scheme tor increas\ne the number 
of cats. 
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Sbri Buappa: May J know ... hether 
Government i. aware 01 the IJ'o ... ln, 
disease of elephantiasis In the South 
Kanara Dilltrict .... 

SbrI BJaar1irM IIaa ADd: Tilal ... ill 
be on the next question. 

Sbri D. C. Sharma: While .... are 
eradicating these rats, iliall we keep 
due proportion or balance between 
male rate. and "'male rata? 

Mr. Depat,-Spealrer: Order, order. 
Shrl Hem Barua. 

SIIrI Bem Baraa: Since, according 
to the hoD. Mlni.ter, the rat popula. 
tion ill multiplying Very faat In thill 
~  rna, J know If our Go .... rn· 
ment proposes to introduce and orp-
IIise family planning amon, rat., 

Hr. Deputy.Speaker: Order, order. 
Shrl Berwa. . .  -
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Bbri IlaJlar B",h: The concludlnl 
portion of part (al of the question 
justifies the supplemenlvy as to 
w1Iether there Is lubstance In the 
impre,,;ion that this committee hal 
been entrusted with the taak of actual 
destruction of rodenta In the land. (Jr, 
has it merely been asked to repoJ1 011 
how to do 10? 

Dr. BDsIlIla Nayar: Tlie committee 
will on1, submit Its report as to the 
utent of the problem, and lugpat 
the way. and means of dealing with 
it In an effective manner. '!'he com· 
mittee cannot be expected to imple-
ment the control ..,heme. 

S1u1 Shlva" Rae B. Des1anIIh: t. 
there an, truth In press reports "'at 
the rat ~  prolJ'BMme-the 
coat Incurred thereon b, many munl· 
clpalitles-worked out at a rale of 
Rs. 100 per rat catch? 

Dr. SashlJa Nqar: There ill DO basis 
for such • report. 1t t.. completelT 
wrong. 

Shr! Sham LaI Saraf: M, i\lbmls· 
lion i. that there are other very im-
portant questionl. .. We have"4 
enou,h of questions on thIa. 
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