6865 Oral Answers

Dr. M. M. Das: There are refugees
who have been sent to Madhya Pra-
desh and arrangements are being
made by that Government for their
rehabilitation. The expenditure is
borne by the Centre.

The officers of Madhya Pradesh
Government and our officers meet
together, discuss the things and what-
ever financial assistance or grant is
to be given is given to them.
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Drilling near Port Canning

+
Dr. Chandrabhan Singh:
-*¢| Shri D. C. Sharma:
| Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya:
“664. 4 Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Dr. Ranen Sen:
Shri Dinen Bhattacharya:
» Shri A. N. Vidyalankar:
Shri Vidya Charan Shukla:
Shri R. S. Pandey:

Will the Minister of Petroleum and
Chemicals be pleased to state:

(a) whether a decision has been
taken on the question of drilling oil
in the region of Port Canning near
Calcutta; and

(b) it so, the
thereof?

broad features

The Minister of Petroleum and
Chemicals (Shri Humayun Kabir):
(a) and (b). A decision has been
taken in principle to undertake dril-
ling in the Port Canning grea, after
a suitable anticlinal structure has
been discovered by seismic survey.
The Seismic survey is still in
progress.

Dr. Chandrabhan Singh: May I
know how much money has so far
been spent on this project?

Shri Humayun Kabir:
vey carried out by the

Of the sur-
ONGC
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separate figures are not available,
and this survey is still in progress.

Dr. Chandrabhan Singh: Is the
hon. Minister satisfled with the pro-
gress made?

Shri Humayun Kabir: Yes, we are
satisfied, because there are some
hopes that there may be a good anti-
clinal structure in that area. The
Stanvacs haq earlier carried out a
survey and they had found some
indication of the presence of gas.
We are , therefore, pursuing the
matter.

Shri Kapur Singh: Is there any
substance in the general impression
that our drilling operation failures
are inordinately high as.compared

‘with those elsewhere?

Shri Humayun Kabir: 1 am rather
surprised at this question of my hon.
friend, because on the contrary our
success has been almost phenomenal.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I
know whether initial survey has indi-
cated the prospects of o0il resources
in this_neighbourhood?

Shri Humayun Kabir: Unless the
initial survey had held out some
hopes we would not have continued
it. We have actually intensified the
survey. Instead of one party, four
parties are surveying there now.
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Shri Humayun Kabir: This ques-

tion does not arise out of the main
question.
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Commission for Citizens’ Grievanees
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Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri P. R. Chakravertl:
Dr. L. M. Singhvi:
| Shri Hukam Chand Kach-
| havalya:





