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Shri S. M, Banerjee: Apart from
scheduled castes and tribes, what

steps have been taken by the Gov-
ernment to safeguard the interest of
the other backward classes? Is the
same concession or something less
being given to them?

Mr. Speaker: The question is about
a separate Ministry.
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The Minister of Transport (Shri Raj
Bahadur): (a) to (d). A statement is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.
|Placed in Library, see No. LT-4090/
65].

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
the details of the procedure by which

the foreign tourists have been
requested to send suggestions for
improvement of tourism? May 1

know whether there is any proposal
to change that procedure?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We take quite
a number of steps to tap the opinion
of the incoming tourists. We had
also requesteqd one of the well-known
research institutions in California to
interview tourists who return from
India and let us know their reactions
We also invite parties of journalists,
particularly of journalists interested
in tourism, to study our facilities and
our places anq to give us their
The other methods are also

opinion.
there.

Shri S. C. Samanta: What sort of
tourist corporations have already

been set up or are proposed to be
set up for the improvement of
tourism?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have been

told from time to time that there is
a great deal of shortage in regard to
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hotel accommodation as also in regard
to the provision of other facilities
such as transport, shopping, enfter-
tainment, etc. To overcome all these
shortages, two corporations are pro-
posed to be set up. One has already
been set up, namely, the Hotel India
Tourism Corporation, which will try
to fill up the gaps wherever they
exist in respect of hotel accommoda-
tion. It will also look after the
restaurants and the motels that we
have already put up. More motels
may be put up. The other corpora-
tion will deal with the provision of
entertainment  facilities, shopping
facilities, tourist transport, publicity
material, etc., ete.
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Shri A. N. Vidyalankar: In order
to remove general complaints from
the foreign tourists that the beha-
viour of some of the officers at the
customs and other check-posts, is
generally felt to be irksome and
bothersome, may I know if the Gov-
ernment has examined the sugges-
tion that some officers of the tourist
department should remain at the air-
ports and other landing stations to
help and guide foreign tourists?

Shri Raj Bahadur: There were in
the past a number of complaints
against the behaviour of the customs
officials and others. We made a con-
certed drive to avoid such complaints
and we have created a special cus-
toms officers’ pool from which officers
are posted at various airports and
other gateways to our country. We
have also appointed tourist officers te
look into such complaints and also
help the tourists as best as they can.
1 dare say that now these complaints
have very much declined. In fact,
they are very few as compared to the
past.
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Dr. M. S. Aney: Is there any
special consultative committee to
give advice to the Government as
regards tourism, on which persons
who have toured abroad are also
members?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have got a
Tourist Development Council on
which this House and the other House
are also represented. I have not yet
examined the proposal whether mem-
bers of that Council should go abroad
to study the facilities that obtain
there. That is a very welcome sug-
gestion.

Shri Daji: May I know whether the
new programme of Light and Sound
introduced at the Red Fort has proved
successful with the tourists and
whether Government have received
suggestions that the omission of
Mahatma Gandhi and Maulana Azad
from the entire programme gives a
lop-sided view to the tourists of the
national movement?

Shri Raj Bahadur: So far as the
first part of the question is concerned,
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we are having very heavy bookings
for the seats there. In fact, a very
large number of visitors could not
find accommodation for the last two
days. About the Ilatter part, that
question was really examined when
the script was being prepared and
since the attempt was to give a true
historical story of the Red Fort, we
thought that it should be as faithful as
possible. The experts and other peo-
ple now seemed to be strongly of the
opinion that if we could by a dramatic
device bring in the name of Mahatma
Gandhi also, it should be considered,
Consequently whenever we review the
script, as recorded we shall bear that
suggestion in ming and we shall take
note of the sentiments cxpressed,
without doing violence to history.

Shri Kapur Singh: May I know
what national purpose is likely to be
served if we introduce Mahatma
Gandhi into the history of the Red
Fort?

Shri Daji: Mahatma Gandhi and
Maulana Azad went to Red Fort many
times.

Shri Kapur Singh: So did I and
you.

Shri Daji: You and I cannot be
equated with Mahatma Gandhi and
Maulana Azad.
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Shri Fatesinhrao Gaekwad: One
of the major complaints by tourists
is against the appalling ground ser-
vice offered by the IAC. May I know
whether this is receiving Government's
active consideration and if so, what
steps are being taken to remove this?

Shri Raj Bahadur: There is a con-
stant attempt to improve the facili-
ties at the airports and I am sure
the Ministry of Civil Aviation is very
much alive to the problem.

National Highway No. 13
+
[ Shri R. G. Dubey:
'LShrimati Savitri Nigam:
Will the Minister of Transport be
pleased to state:

s64L

(a) the progress made in the cons-
truction of National Highway No. 13;
and

(b) the exsenditure incurred so
far out of the amount sanctioned for
the construction of the above High-
way during the current year?

The Minister of Transport (Shri
Raj Bahadur): (a) and (b). A state-
ment explaining the position is laid
on the Table of the Sabha,

Statement

(a) The progress on the sanctioned
works on National Highway No. 13
is as follows:
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(i) Road improvement works.

Jungle clearance, earth formation
and collection of materials
are in hand. The over-all
progress is 0'9 per cent.

(ii) Bridge over the river Tunga-
bhadra:

Collection of materials and pre-
liminary work on foundations
are in hand. The over-all
progress is 0'7 per cent.

(iii) Bridge over the river Don:

Collection of materials and work
on foundationg are in hand.
The over-all progress 1is 10
per cent,

(iv) Land acquisition for the miss-
ing link between Kushtagi and
Hospet:

Proceedings have been started.

(b) Against the current year’s
budget allotment of Rs. 10.75 lakhs,
the expenditure so far incurred is
Rs. 2,07,802,

Shri R. G. Dubey: While I fully ap-
preciate the interest taken by the
Minister in the construction of this
highway, may T know why there is
such a shortfall in expenditure? As
against the santtioned amount of
Rs. 10 lakhs and odd, only Rs. 2 lakhs
and odd have been sgpent.

Shri Raj Bahadur: While I would
like to apportion responsibility for
the shortfall, it is evident that for
any such work—road-building, etc.,
particularly new ones—it takes time
for the preparation of estimates, call-
ing for tenders, and selecting the
right type of contractors to do the
work,

Shri R. G. Dubey: May I know
whether in respect of the Tunga-
bhadra river, the tenders have been
approved and necessary orders have
been given?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have given that
information here.





