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Price of Hard Coke

+
r Shri Subodh Hansda:
*613% Shri P. C. Borooah:
") Shri S. C. Samanta:
[_Shri Balmiki;

Will the Minister of Steel and Mines
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have de-
cided to lift the price control on hard
coke and have rejected the steel
plants’ plea for increase in the price
of hard coke produced by them;

(b) if so, the date from which the
control is being lifted; and

(¢) the factors rendering continu-
ance of control redundant?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Steel and Mines (Shri
Thimmaiah): (a) to (¢). No such
decision has been taken so far. How-
ever, the price structure of hard coke
is presently under the considera-
tion of Government.

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
whether it is a fact that the cost of
production of hard coke is much
higher than the controlled price to-
day?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri Sanjiva Reddy): The prices
are controlled. They have fixed the
prices at Bhilai, Rourkela, Durgapur
and other places.

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
whether it is not a fact that the
management of Durgapur steel project
hag asked the Government to in-
crease the prices of hard coke due to
high cost of production?

Shri Sanjiva Reddy: Naturally,
they do repeatedly ask us for raising
the prices.

Shri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
what plea was put forward by these
steel plants for the further increase in
the price of hard coke?
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Shri Sanjiva Reddy:
duclion, cost of raw materials
varioug other things.

Cost of pro-
and

Shri Ranga: How is it, when these
are state-owned enterprises, they say
that their cost of production is higher
than the price that is fixed here? Are
we to ynderstand that there is no co-
ordination at all between the Govern-
ment angd their own Steel Corporation
and they are not able to fix these
things in a harmonioug manner?

Shri Sanjiva Reddy: In addition to
the steel factories that are producing
hard coke, there is also private-sector
production. There is not much of
surplus here. The steel plants now
and then ask for a rise in price. We
examine the cost production ;md
either increase it or decline it.
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