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we will take into consideration their
opinions and we will try to accom-
modate them. After all, we learn
from their experience also.
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Shri Sanjiva Reddy: No, Sir. We
have not taken Madhya Pradesh.
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Shri Sanjiva Reddy: Most of the
small mines are concentrated in Jhuria
area. Therefore, they are being con-
sidered now and idfer on it could
be extended to other areas also.

Shri Bade: My question was whe-
ther it would be State-wise.

Shri Sanifiva Reddy: When we
take up work in any particular State,
that State’s views will also be consi-
dered.

Production of Scooters

+
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri M, R. Krishna:
| Shri S. C. Samanta:
*600.¢ Shri Yashpal Singh:
7 Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad
Shri Himatsingka:
{_ Shri Rameshwar Tantia:

Will the Minister of Imdustry and
8upply be pleased to state:

(a) whether Govcernment have taken
a decision to increase the productioa
of scooters in the country;

(b) the number of new firms licen-
sed to manufacture scooters; and
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(c¢) the extent to which the exist-
ing firms have been helped to increase
their production capacity?

The Minister of Heavy Engimeering
and Industry in the Ministry of In-
dustry ang Supply (Shri T. N. Singh):
(a) to (¢). Government have decid-
ed to license additional capacity for
the manufacture of scooters. For this
purpose, interested parties including
the existing producers have been in-
vited to submit the necessary applica-
tions by the 31st May, 1865.
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Shri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
the percentage of parts that are im-
ported at present, and what arrange-
ments are being made to manufacture
them in the country?

Shri T. N. Singh: It varies from
make to make. For instance, in re-
gard to the Lambretta scooter. the
percentage is cnly 19 per cent; that
is the imported content; in the case
of others, the indigenous content is
80 per cent. 75 per cent., 60 per cent.
and so on. But in no case is the inii-
genous confént less fhan 60 per cent.
So 40 per cent in some cases and 19
per cent and so on in some other
cases is being imported, so far as
foreign componentg are concerned.
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Shri A, P. Jain: It has been a com-
mon malaise of the engineering in-
dustry, particularjy in regard to mojor
cars, tractors and scooters that far
too many units are licensel which pro-
duce small quantitieg in an unecono-
ynic manner, Will there be an ~nd
»f thig disastrous policy, and in the
ase of scooters, will the hon. Minis-
ter please take care to sea that thes»
units are not multiplied but they uare
increased in size?

Shri T. N. Singh: I think my hon.
friend would have been very much
satisfieq if he had just cared to see the
notification issued for inviting applica-
lions for new licences. We have em-
phasised the need for larger units for
this purpose so that there would be
#conomy of scale.

Shri A, P. Jain: The hon. Minister
should do it, because he is not doing it
now.
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Woollen Yarn Spinning Mills
Ludhiana

.|..
Shri P. R. Chakraverti:
Shri P, C. Borcoah:
| Shri R. Barua:
*601 { Shri Yashpal Singh:
| Shri Ramachandra Ulaka;
| Shri Dhuleshwar Meena:
| Shri Maheswar Naik:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that about
1000 workers were recently laid off
following the suspension of work in
the woollen yarn spinning mills in
Ludhiana, Punjab, because of shortage
of raw materials; ’

(b) if so, the number of mills which
had suspended work; and

(c) the steps taken to supply ade-
quate raw materials to those mills?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
ry of Commerce (Shri S. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) to (c). A statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) 400 workers are reported to
have been laid off consequent on some
woollen gpinning mills having partial-
ly or fully closed down recently in
Ludhiana because of the shortage of
wool tops.

(b) Except for two mills which have
eompletely suspended work, no other
mill in Ludhiana ig completely out of
work at present.

(¢) The problem of shortage of raw
material viz. imported raw wool is of
_a general nature arising out of the
dificult foreign exchange situation
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and is not related only to these two-
mills. As a result of sustantial reduc-
tion in the foreign exchange alloca-
tion, the actual users quota for import
of raw material] has been reduced in
the case of all the mills in the woollen
industry. Mills could improve their
raw material position by taking ad-
vantage of the Export Promotion
Scheme and also by using larger
quantities of Indian wool and by uti-
lising gynthetics for admixture with
wool.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: In view of
the difficult foreign exchange situa.;on,.
inay 1 know whether Government have
asked the spinning millg concerned to
take advantage of the export promo-
tion scheme, and if so. with what re-
sultg?

Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy: They know
that there Is an export promotion
ticheme under which they will get en-
titlements, but they, the concerned
mills are not interested in exports.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: What steps
have been taken to see that the use of
imported wool is now replaced by the
use of indigenous wool so that gynine-
tics for admixture with wool may be
used here for profitable employment to-
the employees concerned?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Tha policy
is to encourage the use of indigencus
wool. Ag a matter of fact, it bas in-
creased from 19 million lbs in 1961-62
fo 63 million Ibs in 1962-63 and so on.
But there is a limitation to it. We
have got a production of only about
72-75 million lbs in this country, and
efforts are being made to increase the
production and supply of indigenous
wonl.

Shri R. Bafua: From the statemeny,
I find that the mills are requesied to
use more of Indian wool. What is the
supply position of Indian wool vis-a-.
vis the demand?

8Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy: The supply
is limited by the quantity produced in
the country. Ag I said earlier, it |{s
about 72|75 million l1bs. We are trying





