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Shri C. Subramaniam: At one time
this wag considered quite out of date
and that was why we converted this
system of grain revenue into cash
revenue, Now I do not think it is
possible to go back to the original
system.

Aversion of Farmers to Fertllizers

+
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Will the Minister of Food and

Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether a recent study conduct-
ed by the National Council of Applied
Feonomic Research has revealed that
the farmers are not yet fertiliser-
minded;

(b) how far it is true that high
prices, unsatisfactory credit and d1§-
tribution arrangements are responsi-
ble to a considerable extent for res-
tricted consumption of fertilizers,

(¢) whether it is a fact that the
use of fertilisers under Indian con-
ditions, involves certain risks and
makes the farmer reluctant to give
up oonventional manures; and
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(d) the action taken by Govern-

ment on the findings of National
Council of Applied Economic Re-
search?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
D. R. Chavan): (a) to (d). The Re-
port is under study by the Govern-
ment.

Shri P, R. Chakraverti: Have Gov-
ernment taken note of the fact that
even in package districts where the
response hag been 100 per cent to the
use of fertiliser, cultivators are not in
a mood to use it continuously? In
this context, do Government expect
to devise means to carry the farmer
with them in regard to the continuous
use of fertiliser?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): The
present position is that our supply
position of fertiliser is such that we
are unable to meet the demand.
Therefore, there is no question of any
hesitancy on the part of the farmer.
It is our inability to supply the neces-
sary fertiliser which is standing in the
way.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: Have Gov-
ernment also considered the recom-
mendation of the study team that
there must be a speedy decision on
the crop insurance scheme and a
guaranteed price to the farmer?

Shri C. Subramaniam: As far as
crop insurance also is concerned, we
are trying to have a pilot project in
the Punjab, on the experience of

which it may be extended to other
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Shri C. Subramaniam: I have al-
ready statedq that a committee has
been appointed to go into the pricing,
distribution, production—various a:-
pects of the fertiliser industry. The
report will be available by the end
of May, when all these will be con-
sidered together.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: In view of
various complaints that in many
places crops have been destroyed be-
cause the fertiliser used was not suit-
able for the particular type of soil
there, what action are Government
taking to establish soil testing labo-
ratories so that the farmers know
what type of fertiliser is suitable for
what particular type of soil?

Shri C. Subramaniam: We intend
having a comprehensive soil survey
during the Fourth Plan, We are al-
ready taking advance action for the
purpose of establishing a sufficient
number of laboratories even during
this year.

Shri S. C. Samanta: The hon. Minis-
ter admitted that there is a shortfall
of fertiliser in the country. Is the
quantity available being fairly distri-
buted in States so that every agricul-
turis{ becomes fertiliser-minded?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Every at-
tempt is being made for the purpose.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
i the Government is aware of .thc
fact that the system of distributing
fertilisers in almost all the States of
India is so defective that fertilisers
get into the black market, are used
for the distillation of illicit liquor and
are used for purposes other than
those for which they are meant? N_[ay
1 know what the Government is going
to do to stop all these malpractices
connected with the distribution of
fertilisers?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I have just
now stated that a committee h.as been
appointed, and they are going into the
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various aspects. I do now know whe-
t!ne.r it is being utiliseq for illicit dis-
tillation also. If that is so, that als~
will be taken into consideration. Let
us wait for the report of this com-
mittee.

Shri Kapur Singh: I want to know
whether Government are aware that
widespread adulteration of fertilisers
supplied through Government and
semi-Government agencies is the
major factor in non-fertiliser minded-
ness of our farmers; if so, what do
they propose to do about it?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not think
the hon. Member is correct in his con-
clusion.

Shri Kapur Singh: I know it per-
sonally. He says the hon. Member is
not correct. I am a farmer myself,

Mr. Speaker: I have to believe both
the hon. Members, What should I do?

Shri Hem Barua: Since farmers’ in-
terest in fertilisers, like electricity
and love, can be generated, may I
know what steps Government have
taken so far to generate interest in
the farmers in the use of fertilisers?

Shri A. P. Jain: What is common
between love and electricity?

Shri Hem Barua: Love, like electri-
city, can be generated,

Mr. Speaker: He does not know
that Hem Barua is the connecting link
between the two.

Shri C, Subramaniam: We are not
only trying to generate interest in the
minds of the people for the use of
fertilisers; sufficient interest has al-
ready been created. As I already
stated the shortfall ig in the supplies,
not in the farmer now.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: The con-
ventional type of manure, like the
farmyard manure, green manure and
other things, can be produced by the
farmers themselves,
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Shri C. Subramaniam: This is a sug-
gestion which I shall pass on to the
UP Government,

Departmentalisation of Clearance of
Foodgrains
+
Shri Himatsingka:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
 Shri Rameshwar Tantia:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to refer to the
reply given to Starred Question No.
526 on the 156th December, 1964 and
state the decision taken on the ques-
tion of departmentalisation of food-
graing clearance at Calcutta?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food ang Agriculture (Shri
D. R. Chavan): It has been decided
that clearance of foodgraing at Cal-
cutta would be departmentalised gra-
dually in stages, beginning with
clearance from one berth at which
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arrangements for graing discharge
would be made through a Marine
Leg. The Marine Leg is expecteg to
go into operation within the next few
weeks.

Shri Himatsingka: Is the Govern-
ment aware that a lot of foodgrains
is misdelivered during movement
from the ships to the godowns, and
if so, does Government contemplate
taking any proper steps?

Shri D. R. Chavan: That is the
reason why this Marine Leg is being
put in Calcutta, where, from the hold
of the steamer, the grain would be
taken direct to the silo,

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: What has
happened to those automatic machines
which were expected to do this job in
Calcutta port?

The Minister of Food and Agri-
oulture (Shri C. Subramaniam): The
machines are being fitted in, in Bom-~
bay and Kandla at present.
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