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UP. to adopt the Andhra system
which is mutually beneficial? The
Deasants are getting credit in advance
of production and the mills are also
ensured of a minimum supply of
sugarcane.

Shri C. Subramaniam: This scheme
has been brought to the potice of all
State Governments. If it is proved
beneficial to both, we shall try to per-
suade the other State Governments
also to adopt it.

Import of Foodgrains
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:
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(a) the basis on which the estimated
requirement of imports of various
types of foodgrains during the next
financial year 1965-66 was framed;

(b) the estimated figures of pro-
duction of foodgrains during the above
year and the estimated shortfall in
production in comparison to the re-
quirement of the country;
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(g) the names of the countries from
which foodgrains will be imported to-
gether with the quantities thereof;
and

(d) whether a fool-proof method of
distribution of foodgrains at cheap
rates has been devised by Govern-
ment?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
D. R. Chavan): (a) The import pro-
gramme of foodgrains for 1965-66 is
being framed in the light of (1) the
estimateq distribution requirements
from Government stocks, (2) the re-
quirements for building the bufter
stock, and (3) the limitations of foreign
exchange and availabilities in the
foreign markets.

(b) It is too early as yet to give
any estimate of the figures of produc-
tion of foodgrains during 1965-66 as
the Kharif crops have not even been
sown at present. It is also difficult to
make a precise estimate of the food-
grain requirements of the country, as
the demand depends on a number of
factors, many of which are not cap-
able of being accurately assessed.

(c) Wheat will be imported largely
from U.S.A., Australia and Canada
and rice from U.S.A, South-East
Asian countries and U.AR. It is difi-
cult at this stage to give precise esti-
mate of the quantities of foodgrains
that may be imported from each

country.

(d) No system of distribution can
be fool-proof. The present system
aims at arranging distribution of food-
graing at reasonable prices in as equi-
table a manner as possible.

sShri S. C. Samanta: May I know
how much amount of foodgrains we
have been able as yet to have for the
buffer stock?

Shri D. R. Chavan: It is aimed to
build up a buffer stock of 4 million
tons of wheat and 2 million tons of
rice over a number of years.
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Shri S. C. Samanta: Is it not a fact
that some of the countries from

whom we imported last year have in-
formed us that they will not be able
to keep any commitment?

That is not

Shri D. R. Chavan:
correct.
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Shri Prabhat Kar: In view of the
bumper crop this year, may I know
to what extent the estimate for im-
ports has been reduced, to what ex-
tent the reduction will take place, or
ig it that because some agreement
had been entered into earlier that
there is no possibility of decreasing
the quantum of imports in spite of
the fact that there is the bumper
crop thig year?

The Minister of Food and Agri-
culture (Shri C. Subramaniam): As
a matter of fact, we have not enter-
ed into the agreement for the coming
year. Only in future we will be en-
tering into the agreement. There is
no proposal to cut down the imports

because we want to build a buffer
stock.
Shri Bade: The main reply to

part (d) of the question says that
there is no fool-proof system of dis-
tribution. I want to know what is
the hitch in evolving a proper Ssys-
tem of distribution of foodgraing to
each State. The Minister has =ot
invented any scheme yet. What is
the hitch?

Shri C. Subramaniam: It has been
only said. There can be no fool-proof
distribution system. We ¢try ¢to
evolve the best system under the
circumstances possiblee We have
evolved the system for varlous

States.
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Sbhri C. Subramaniam:

no proposal to reduce the
imported wheat.

Shrimati Ramdulari Sinha: May I
know to what extent the distribution

There is
price of
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ig proposed to be done through co-
operatives?

Shri D. R, Chavan: The distribu-
tion is made through fair price shops.

Dr, L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether Government are in a posi-
tion to say whether any of these food
imports are paid for in terms of
foreign exchange or whether they are
always on the basis of payment 1In
rupees? May I know the basis on
which the PL~480 funds are sought to
be repaid?

Shri C. Subramaniam: That agree-
ment has been aiready laid on the
Table of the House and the hon.
Member can refer to it.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: 1 want to know
whether any of the food imports are
paid for in foreign exchange or whe-
ther all the imports are paid for in
rupees.

Mr. Bpeaker: The agreement has
been laid on the Table of the House
and the hon, Member may look into
it.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I want to know
whether all the food imports from
warious countries are paid . for in
rupees.

Shri C. Subramaniam: The im-
ports from the other countries are
made either on a barter basis or on
the basis of payment in foreign ex-
change.
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Shri D. R. Chavan: Distribution Is
the responsibility of the State Gov-
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ernment and they arrange the distri-
bution between the rural and the
urban areas according to their own
light.

Shri C, Subramamiam: This also
will have to be taken into conside-
ration. Production takes place In
the rural areas and the grain is avail-
able in the rural areas. The urban
areas will have to depend upon what
comes from the rural areag and what
Government supply. That is why in
the urban areas we ‘may have to
distribute a little more than in the
rural areas.
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Shri P. R. Patel: May I know
whether Government are aware that
the prices of cattle-feed are more
than the price of imported wheat and
imported wheat is used in the coun-
try as cattle-feed, and if so, for
how long Government will be import-
ing wheat for cattle-feed?

Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 Jo not
think that wheat is being used for
cattle-feed, and I am ‘old that wheat
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cannot be used generally as cattle-
feed.

Shri P. R. Patel:
hon. friend like that?

Who told my

Shri C. Subramaniam: That 1is
what 1 have been told,
Mr. Speaker: During the Ques-

tion Hour, we cannot enter into argu-
ments or start rebutting one another.

Land Revenue in Kind

+
Shri Yashpal Singh:
8Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
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Will the Minister of Food and

Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether any State Government
has decided to collect land revenue
and other forms of loans from peas-
antg in the form of grain;

(b) if g0, the names of those States;
and

(¢) the result of the experiment?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
iry of Food and Agriculture (Shri
D. R. Chavan): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): Mysore
alone agreed to do this, and we have
permitted them to experiment upon
it. But even they are finding it diffi-
cult to arrange the collection of land
revenue in the form of grains,
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Shri C. Subramaniam: That is a
matter for the State Government to
decide. We cannot interfere in this
matter.

Shrimati Savitrli Nigam: May I
know the .exact difficulties felt by the
Mysore Government? May I also know
whether the Centre is helping them
in implementing this scheme?

Shri C, Subramaniam: The point
is that we will have to have a pur-
chasing agency with reference to each
farmer and we have to decide the
quality of the grain also and on that
basis, fix the price. It will be an al-
most impomsible task for a govern-
mental agency to undertake this ope-
ration of collection from the farmers.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: Yes, that is

why we are now fixing support prices
so that the prices will not go below
a certain level. In addition, it is the
intention of Government to have the
Food Corporation organisation spread
out throughout the country so that no
trader will be able to exploit the
producer, particularly during the post-
harvest season.
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