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Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some
officials of the Government of India
particlipated in a meeting of senior
officers of Commonwealth countries
in London recently with a view to
finalizing details about the proposed

Commonwealth Secretariat in London
and

(b) if so, the decisions arrived at in
that meeting and whether they have
Government’s approval?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
Singh): (a) Yes.

(b) No decisions as such were
reached at the meeting since it is for
the Commonwealth Governments to
take decisions. The senior officials,
however, representing 21 Common-
wealth countries, have agreed on a re-
port which has been transmitted to
all the Commonwealth QGovernments.
The report is under consideration of
the Government of India. The offi-
cials’ meeting has recommended that
the Secretary General will have no
executive authority and that the
Secretariat will have no political
functions. The main purpose of the
Secretaiat will be the dissemination
of information on matters of interest
to Commonwealth countries. It will
not be within the competence of the
Secretariat to disseminate information,
which relates to the internal affairs
of a country or to disputes between
two or more Commonwealth countries.
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Will the Minister of External Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) when the next Commonwealth
Prime Ministers’ Conference is likely
to be held and where; and

(b) whether the suggestion to have
the Conference in India will be pur-
sued and if not, why?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
Singh): (a) The Prime Ministers’ Con-
ference is likely to be held in London
in the second half of June, 1965;

(b) The suggestion about holding
this Conference by rotation has been
considered, but so far has not receiv-
ed a large measure of support. No
suggestion has been made for the Con-
ference to be held in India.
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Will the Minister of External Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a), whether it is a fact that the
Seventh Commonwealth Relations
Conference was held in New Delhi
on the 6th January, 1965;

(b) if so, how many countries parti-
cipated in this conference;

(¢) the main subjects discussed at
the conference; and

(d), whether any proposal was put
forward by the Indian Delegation?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of External Affairs (Shri Dinesh
Singh): (a). The Seventh Common-
wealth Relations Conference was held
in New Delhi from 6th to 15th Janu-
ary, 1965, It was organised by the
Indian Council of World Affairs which
is a non-official body.

(b), Twelve countries including
India participateq in this Conference.

(c) (i) Commonwealth approach to
main International problems, (ii)
Defence and security in Common-
wealth countries, (iii) Commonwealth
and the problems of World Trade &
Development, (iv) promotion of Scien-
tificc Education and Cultural Ex-
changes among the Commonwealth
countries and (v) future of the Com-
monwealth were some of the main
subjects that figured in the agenda for
the Conference;

(d) No specific proposals as such
appear to have been put forward by
the Indian delegation. Like other
delegations, they too expressed their
views on the various subjects discus-
sed in the Conference.





